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ADVERTISEMENT 


OF THE 


:: ß 
7 HE public papers have announced ſeveral 


works of FREDERICK THE SECOND, and 
the impatience with which they are expected, 
gives us reaſon to hope the public will not be dif- 
pleaſed with us for having endeavoured to pro- 
cure, as early as poſſible, the enjoyment of the 
Collection which wwe now preſent them, The 
productions of this great Prince, the publication 
of which is expected, have for a long time fixed 
the general attention; it will be with the moſt 
lively impatience that people will expect to find 
therein traits, ſuſceptible of characteriſing a King, 
become the object of admiration of all Europe. 
How favourably, therefore, will they receive a 
work <wherein he has deſcribed himſelf with that 
freedom which is ſeldom found but in the famili- 
arity of an intimate connexion, and at this epocha 
of his life, when applying himfelf in retirement, 
to the development of the great qualities by which 
he became diſtinguiſhed ; hiftory would in vain 
have ſought for the materials, if he had nat 
furniſhed them himſelf. 
In 


ADV Niere. 


| In an age wherein the art of writing has 
Il made ſo much progreſs, many voices have been 
united to defire a correction of the ſtyle of a 
{ Prince, who, mceſſantly concerned in great in- 
| tereſts, was fully excuſed from attaining in a 
foreign language, the purity and elegance of the 
beft writers m it. If the exceſs of our delicacy 
can juſtify the neceſſity of this precaution, it was, 
and ought to be, inadmiſſible in a work of this 
nature, wherein the familiarity of an epiſtolary 
| correſpondence, not only permits incorrectneſs of 
fiyle, but wherem ſuch negligences are agreeable, 
j becauſe they characteriſe at once the authenticity of 
the work, and the fituation of the writer who 
thinks of being read by nobody but his friend. 


| Neither ſhould we have dared to make any 
alteration in papers whoſe publication were au- 
thorized by the reigning King of Pruſſia, but in 
the ſtate in which they are preſented to the | public ; 
nor could we have done otherwiſe than conſider, 
as one of our moſt eſſential duties, the precautions 
we have uſed 10 aſſure the legitimacy of our 
Edition, and its identity, with that of Berlin, 
which was executing at the ſame time. 


Pre- 


Preliminary Papers to the Edition of 
Berlin. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 have compar-d the Manuſcript of 
the Familiar and Friendly Correſpondence of 
FREDERICK THE SECOND, &c. with the 
original letters, and have found it exactly 

conformable to theſe letters; it is from this 
copy that this collection has been printed. 


Berlin, February 1, 1787. 
(Signed) J. A. SCHLUTER, 


Counſellor of War, and 
Cenſor Royal. 


r 


The Editor is of opinion that he can give no proofs more 
convincing of the authenticity of this collection of Letters, 
which were all written by the hand of the great Frederick, 
and of MH. de Suhm, than this Certificate of the Cenſor 
Royal. | 


FREDERICK VIEWEG, Senr 


ne 


E imagine it will afford much 

Entertainment to the reader, and 
throw more light upon this Corre- 
ſpondence, by giving a particular ac- 
count of him whom the GREAT 
FxeperICk honoured in his letters 
with his friendſhip and confidence. 
We will give in a few words, an 
hiſtorical knowledge of M. de Subm, 
and ſubjoin the portrait he himſelf 
has drawn of the Prince Royal of 
Pruſjia, which was found among his 
papers. 


Ulric-Frederick de $uhm, Son of 
Burchard de Subm, Privy Counſellor 
b at 
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at the Court of Saxony, and Envoy 
from thence to the Court of France, 


was born at Dreſden, 29th of April, 


1691. His Father, having taken 
particular care of his firſt education, 
ſent him whilſt yet in his youth, to 
make his ſtudies at Geneva; and as 


ſoon as he had finiſhed them there, 


he called him to his own reſidence in 
Paris, to form him under his direc- 
tion for buſineſs. It was in this man- 
ner, his mind having acquired an 
early maturity, and his character an 
uncommon ſolidity, that he ſoon found 
himſelf capable of joining the career 
of his father. On his return to 
Dreſden, the Field Marſhal, Comte 
de Flemming, immediately placed him 


in the department for foreign affairs, 


and 


en mn 
and having conceived a friendſhip for 
him, took him with him to Vienna, 
where he was ſent in 1718, in quality 
of Miniſter Plenipotentiary. After 
his return from Vienna, M. de Subm 
was employed in the moſt important 


affairs, and in 1720, was nominated 
by his Court, Miniſter and Envoy, to 
that of Pruffa, with the title of ſecret 
Counſellor to the King of Poland. 
Being arrived at Berlin with his fa- 
mily, he diſcharged his duty with 
much credit, until the year 1730, 
when he was recalled, probably for 
political reaſons, or on account of 


fome miſunderſtandings which aroſe 
between the two Courts, and of which 
he was the victim. 2 


b 2 It 
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It was during this ten years reſi- 
dence at Berlin, that M. de Subm, 
had the honour of forming an ac- 
quaintance with the Prince Royal of 
Pruſia. Connoiſſeur and friend of 
merit, as this prince was, he ſoon diſ- 
tinguiſhd M. de Subm from the croud, 
and after having engaged him in the 
Society of learned and celebrated men 
whom he had choſen for himſelf, he 
knew even how to diſtinguiſh. him 
from every other. Endowed with the 
moſt ſeducing ornaments of the mind, 
M. de Subm gained more and more 
the affection of this great Prince, and 
their conformity of taſte for philoſo- 
phy at length formed and cemented 
the ſtrong tye of their friendſhip. 


The 


PREF AC E. V. 


The moſt known particular of their 


firſt connexions is, that thry had fre- 
quently intereſting and ſecret converſa- 


tions together, on matters of philoiw- 
phy, and which ſometimes continued 
a great part of the night. The proof 
of theſe will be found in the courſe of 


this correſpondence. 


It 1 is to bs regretted, that the Me- 
moirs preſerved of the life of M. de 
Subm, do not, in tracing back his 


connexions with the Prince Royal, a 


little prior to the epocha of his recal, 


give us any eclairciſſement on their 


continuance, from 1730 to 1736, 


when their correſpondence began. It 
is, however, known to a certainty, 
that M. de Subm paſſed the greateſt 
part of that interval at Berlin. 
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The King, Frederick William J. 
an enemy to every thing which bore 
the name of Science, and to Phila- 
ſophy eſpecially, could not look but 
with an evil eye on the connexions 
which the Prince Royal kept up with 
certain perſons diſtinguiſned by their 
wit, knowledge and principles. It is 


probable N. de $ubm was one of the 


number, and that the King's mind 


was prejudiced againſt him, which was 


ſo much the more eaſy to effect, as 


he paſſed for as great a partiſan of 
Wolff as the Monarch was the con- 
trary. It is certain the King took 
umbrage at the intimacy of M. de 
$ubm with the Prince Royal, which 
occaſioned their ſecond ſeparation, a 
circumſtance we owe this correſpond- 

ence 


Ren. vii 


ence to, and which explains the rea- 


ſons of the ſecrecy and circumſpection 


they were obliged to uſe in it. 


It would be abuſing the patience of 
the reader, to detain him longer by 


trifling details. Having conducted the 


chain of connexion between the Prince 
Royal, and M. de Subm, to the 
epocha of their correſpondence, we 
cannot do hetter than refer the reader 
thereto. 
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POR TRA IT 


OF THE 


PRINCE ROYAL OF PRUSSIA. 


BY M. DE SUHM, April 2, 1740. 


* honour I have had of frequently 

making my court to the Prince Royal 
of Pruſſia, and of having had reaſon to 
flatter myſelf with that of his good graces, 
may have given me ſome juſt ideas on this 
Prince's manner of thinking : but I am very 
cautious in undertaking to draw his portrait, 
in which I have reaſon to think but few 
would ſucceed. Were he not born a great 
Prince, his ſituation and misfortunes would 
have taught him to diffimulate ; and it is by 
this tha. perſons have been hitherto deceiv- 
ed, who upon a word have hazarded judg- 


ments 


PORTRATTDT OF CHE 


ments on the character of a Prince, who 


never ſpeaks without reflection, and ſays 
nothing but what he means to ſay. To 
avoid this fault, I will ſpeak but in general 
terms, of a character which at preſent may 
be looked on as impenetrable, and to pro- 
ceed with certainty. I will content myſelf 
with ſpeaking of the qualities I have re- 
marked in'him, and which are founded upon 
the ſentiments I have conſtantly heard him 


profeſs. 


I believe his greateſt paſſion is that of 
fame, which he makes to conſiſt in always 


acting conformably to ſtri& reaſon, in care» 


fully diveſting the mind of all prejudices, 
and as much as poſſible, in never ſuffering 


them to enter it. 


He is not to be ſhaken in his reſolutions, 
when he has taken them after mature re- 
flection; and he has given proofs of his 
firmneſs and elevation of mind, on the 

melan- 


r 


PRINCE ROYAL OF PRUSSIA. 


melancholly occaſions he has had to exerciſe 
them, and in which he never abandoned 
himſelf for a moment, 


He is good, generous, and liberal; ſenſi- 
ble and compaſſionate to the misfortunes of 
others, and holds injuſtice in horror, 


In his early youth, I remarked that he was 


fond of expoſing the defects and ridiculous 
manners of others, I have found him quite 
changed from this, and he is now the firſt to 
blame thoſe of ſuch a diſpoſition ; he deteſts 
calumny and calumniators above every thing. 


I will not enter into a greater detail of the 
good qualities of this Prince, who ſeriouſly 
endeavours to acquire them all ; which in- 
duced me to ſay to him one day, that he 
propoſed to himſelf an end to which he 
would never attain, viz. perfection; he 
anſwered me, that it was like the philoſo- 

pher's 
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ding, that he owed me this detail, in order 


PORTRAIT OF THE 


pher's ſtone, and thoſe who ſought for it, 
were rewarded for their pains by finding 
many good things in the way ; and as I took 
the liberty to add, that provided he preſerv- 
ed the half of the great ſentiments which I 
knew he poflefled, he would always be a 
great King; he replied, he thould be very 


torry ever to change his manner of thinking ; 


but that this did not yet prove what I had 


faid, and modeſtly finiſhed by quoting to 


me the following verſe from Voltaire: 
Tel brille au ſecond range, qui s'eclipſe au premier, 


This prince particularly prides himſelf on 
a great firmneſs in his friendſhips and at- 
tachments ; and I remember on taking final 
leave of him, having previouſly ſhewn ſome 
inquietude about what I had remarked, that 
a certain perſon of diſtinction was no longer 
in his good graces, he wiſhed to tell me the 
reaſons which had induced him to put him 
at a diſtance from his perſon, graciouſly ad- 


PRINCE ROYAL OF P RUSSIA. 


to leave me no ſuſpicion on the ſolidity of 
his friendſhip. 


It has been remarked on the Rhine, that 
this Prince has much valour. On one oc- 
caſion among others, when he went to re- 
connoitre the lines of Philipſburgh, followed 
by a conſiderable number of troops; paſſing 
on his return by a thin wood, the cannon 
of the lines inceſſantly accompanied him, 
and ſhattered ſeveral trees by his ſide, with- 
out his horſe's going, on account of it, 
out of his pace, or the hand which held the 
bridle betraying in him the leaſt extraordin- 
ary emotion. Thoſe who obſerved this, re- 
marked on the contrary, that he continued 
to ſpeak with great tranquillity to ſome 
General Officers who accompanied him, and 


admired his countenance in a moment of 
danger, with which he had not yet had an 
opportunity of familiariſing himſelf. I learn» 


ed this anecdote from the Prince de Liich» 
tenſtein. 


I I will 
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PORTRAIT OF THE 


1 will not ſpeak of his mind; it is well 
known he has adorned it by reading and 
continued reflection. This is what makes 
him love converſation, into which he never 
introduces public affairs, which he looks 
upon as matters which do not yet concern 
him. Thoſe who have attributed to him 
diſpoſitions of hatred or friendſhip for 
certain intereſts of Princes, have certainly 
founded their conjectures upon vain appear- 
ances, from which they have drawn falſe 
concluſions. If he ſpeaks in a friendly 
manner of a Prince, they conclude from 
this, that he would arm for his intereſts, if 
he could do it. But this is an argument 
very ſubje& to caution, with reſpect to a 
Prince who never acts from caprice, but 


will be guided by reaſon. He told me even 


one day, that being a King, he thought he 
could make war againſt a Prince for whom 
he ſhould have the greateſt affection; and 
that he could enter into the cloſeſt alliance 


with another whom he did not like at all. 


As 


PRINCE ROYAL OF PRUSSIA, 


As to the judgment of the Prince Royal, 
it is ſo much the more juſt, as he never con- 
cludes haſtily, unleſs he can immediately 
give a reaſon for ſo doing. To give a flight 
inſtance of this, I remember being at ſup- 
per with the Field Marſhal Grumkaw, where 
the Prince Eugene, who died on the Rhine, 
was ſpoken of; the queſtion whether this 
Prince would in time have poſſeſſed great 
qualities and have become a great man, was 
agitated? The Prince Royal decided to the 
contrary; becauſe ſaid he, he would never 
have known how to make a friend, who 
would have dared to tell him the truth. 


What I have ſaid, will, I imagine, be ſuf- 
ficient to give ſuch a knowledge of this 
Prince, as I have of him; and although this 
portrait may reſemble an eulogium, I can 
aflure the public, that neither the affection 
which I have had for the Prince from his 
infancy, nor the benevolence with which 
nne has at all times honoured me, and of 


which 


PORTRAIT OF THE PRINCE ROYAL. 


which he has not ceaſed to ſhew me marks 
during my reſidence here at Peterſburgh, do 
not blind me, and that he will one day 
verify what I have attributed to him. 


1 I therefore conclude, that great and good 

il things may be done with him, if they be 
8 properly undertaken ; and that as bad ones 
1. will be ihe reſult of an improper method of 
1 proceeding 
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To THE 


PRINCE ROYAL OF PRUSSIA. 


Berlin, 13th March, 1936; 
MY LORD, 
A I would, to obey the orders of your 
Royal Highneſs, undoubtedly under- 
take what was impoſſible, I am not ſur- 
priſed at finding myſelf engaged in tran- 
ſlating Metaphyſics, although the work is 
certainly but ill proportioned to my capa- 
city. But as your Royal Highneſs's deſign, 
in commanding me to do this, was to 
read in French what the greateſt Philoſo- 
B pher 
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pher of the age has written in German— 
I flatter myſelf I ſhall fulfil your intentions, 
by rendering exactly the words of this great 
man, without confining myſelf to ſtyle or 
elegance.—I think it my duty to inform 
your Royal Highneſs of my intentions, 


that you may not expect from me what 


I am incapable of doing. 


This I look upon as a ſort of preface.— 


But as your Royal Highneſs is pleaſed to 


make a kind of Author of me, it is natural 
enough I ſhould conform to eſtabliſhed rules; 
too happy if I neglect not in my Tranſlation, 
all the duties of a Tranflator—I will do my 
utmoſt to obſerve the moſt eſſential one, I 
mean that of fidelity I leave the care of 
every thing elſe to my author—I have the 
honour to ſend your Royal Highneſs the 
firſt chapter of the Metaphyſics, of lf, 
in which he proves by what means man 1s 
certain that he exifts. As all his Metaphy- 


ſics are founded upon proofs as evident as 


thoſe of this Chapter, I take the liberty to 
congratulate your Royal Highneſs before 
hand, on the certitude you are going to have 
of the truth which concerns you moſt. 


What 
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What honour for our philoſophy to 
prove the exiſtence of the fineſt ſoul in the 
univerſe! And what happineſs for me to 
be the interpreter of it! After this I know 
no other in this world but that of ſeeing 
myſelf at your Royal Highneſs's feet, to 
aſſure you of the ſentiments of admiration 
and reſpect with which I am, and an be 


during my Life, 


Your Royal Highneſs's 
Moſt obedient, and 


Devoted Servant, 


U. F. de SUHM. 
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| Rupin, 17th March, 1736. 
MY DEAR SUHM, 


O U know that agreeable news an- 
nounced by perſons whom we love, 
ſeem more pleaſing to us than they would 


be, if we learnt them from indifferent per- 
ſons. Vou underſtand, or, without doubt 


vou ſuppoſe, that the afſurance which vl 


gives me of «the — of my ſoul, (a 
thing 


The intereſting author who is ſo frequently mentioned in 
the courſe of this correſpondence is, the celebrated philoſo- 
pher Chretien Bares de Wolf, well known for many works in 
moſt of the branches of philoſophy. He was born at Breſ- 
law, in 16794. His father a man of letters, early diſcover- 
ing in him the marks of a great mind, fear him in 1099, to 
the Univerſity of Jena. 


Having finiſhed his ſtudies, he went to Leipfic, in 1702, to 
take his degrees, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf there, by a diſſertation 
on the manner of teaching Philoſophy. His method was bor- 
rowed in part, from Deſcartes. The Univerſity of Halle, hav- 
ing called him from Leiphc to a Profeſſorſhip of Mathematics, 
he accepted it, and performed the duties of it with general 
applauſe for many years. But * at length drawn upon 

himlelf 


+ Ecror in the French text, which ſays 1769. 
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thing infinitely intereſting to me, and of 
which you are the interpreter) muſt be 
doubly grateful ſince it proceeds from you, 
and procures me a letter wherein you fay 
every thing which the moſt elegant and 
obliging politeneſs can inſpire. The bufi- 
neſs at preſent is to anſwer it, and I can fay 
nothing to you, but what gives me a favour- 

B 3 able 
himſelf the Doctors of Theology, he was obliged, by an order 


ot the Court, which had been prejudiced againſt him, ts 
quit that city almoſt ignominiouſly. 


However, this diſgrace only augmented his reputation, ard 


acquired him greater honours. He obtained at Marpurgh, 
a Profeflorſhip of Mathematics and Philoſophy: and was, a 
ſhort time alter, named Honorary Profeſſor, in the Academy 
of Sciences of Peterſburgh : aſterwards admitted a Member 
of the Academy of Sciences of Paris, and finally, Counſellor 
of Regency by the King of Sweden, He was offered the 


place of Prefident, even of the Academy of * 
but he refuſed it. 


The King of Pruffia, Frederick William I. who was then 
alive, ſhook off the prejudices with which he had been inſpir- 


ed againſt Volg, and made two attempts to prevail upon him 
to return to Halle, but in vain. 


Finally after Fredericks death, his ſucceſſor to the crown, 
who had a great eſteem for Wolf, and for his works, which 
he ſtudied; had not reigned many days before he recalled 

him to Halle, with the titles of Privy Counſellor, Vice 
Chancellor, and Profeſſor of Laws. He elevated him 


after 
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able idea of my ſoul, and which is the live- 
ly repreſentation it conceives of your perſon, 
and the juſt and advantageous idea in which 
you are always preſent to it, I remember 
all our no&urnal converſations, and I aſſure 
you, I have not loſt a ſingle word of what 


you have ſaid to me, I thought I heard the 
voice of truth from whole mouth flowed 


oracles, | 
You 


«afterwards to the dignity of Chancellor, and the Elector of 


Bavaria, during the time he held the vicarage of the Empire, 


promoted him to the rank of Baron of it, without the Philo- 


ſopher's either havirg fought for or expected it, Crowned 
with fame and eſteem, as he deſerved to be, he died gth 
April, 1754, in the 76th year cf his aye, 


The principal works of this Philoſopher and which ane 
very numerous, are, a Courſe of Mathematics, the moſt com- 
plete that has ever been produced; a Dictionary of Mathe- 
matics; a Theoretical and Practical Philoſophy, in 23 vo- 


lumces: his Principles of the Rights of Nature and of Per- 


ſons; finally his Logic, or his Thoughts on the force of the 
human Underſtanding, on 1ts Right and Uſe in the ſearch 
of Truth. | 


The works of Wolf, are accuſed of being too diffuſe ; 
4% He has drowned, ſays an illuſtrious. author, he has ſtifled 
& the ſyſtem of Leibnitz in a heap of traſhy books, or drown- 
« ed it in a deluge of words:“ what principally characteriſes 


the writings of this Philoſopher is bis method. 


* The 
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You have perſuaded and convinced me, 
that I exiſt indubitably; I expect at preſent 
from your officious cares the reſt of the tranſ- 
lation of that admirable {yſtem of metaphy- 
fics, and I affure you, that I am, and ſhall be 
during my whole life, with all the acknow- 
ledgement * which ſo great and eſſential a 
ſervice as you have rendered me, merits, 


My very dear Sunn, 
Your very faithful, affectionate, 


and ſincere Friend, 


FREDERICT. 


*The end of a letter is the common place for proteſtations 
which have no fignification, in a word, mere compliments; 
compliments in the mouth of a Prince, heir to a Crown! In 
thy mouth Frederic! O truly if compliments were ever miſ- 
placed, it is well . . . . blaſphemy! If ever words were ſin- 
cere, if the ſincerity of a promiſe was ever humanely juſtified 
by the fidelity of its accompliſhment, it is well... let 
an unknown voice, Great King, do this juſtice to thy aſhes 
.. .it is truly in this inſtance! 


See at the end of this collection, the remark which follows 
the laſt letter of the Privy Counſellor Sahm, where it is ex- 
Flained in what manner the King, who was Prince only when 
he wrote this letter, confirmed by the moſt ſenſible marks 
of his favour, the fincerity of the proteſtations, acknowledge- 
ment and friendſhip, which he reiterated in the moſt cordial 
manner to M. de Subm in each of his letters, 


B 4 LET. 
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Berlin, 2 f March, 1736, 


WAS under the greateſt inquietude as to 
the ſucceſs of the firſt Chapter of my 
Tranſlation, fearing, and with reaſon, left 
your Royal Highneſs | ſhould think I made 
you read German in French. But the letter, 
in which your Royal Highneſs has been 
pleaſed to honour me with ſa many marks 
of your benevolence, has ſhewn me that 
the earneſt defire I had to fulfil your wiſhes 
has ſupplied my want of merit, and that 
your penetration would have ſupplied the 
deficiencies of my Tranflation. I am there- 
fore no longer in pain about this little work; 
but am ſufficiently encouraged to complete 
the whole. The continuation which I 
have the honour to ſend your Royal 
Highneſs will prove to you the zeal with 
which I mean to purſue it. 


I had perceived that the objection of ma- 
terialiſts, who pretend that it is men's pride 
which has ſeduced them into attrihuting to 

them- 
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themſelyes a ſoul, had forcibly ſtruck your 
Royal Highneſs and that it was your great 
and exceilive modeſty, which made your 
ſentiments waver. What difficulties will 
our Philoſopher haye to ſurmount, when 
in his chapter on the ſubordination of ſouls, 
he will give ſuch forcible evidence of the ſu- 
periority which exiſts in yours! And yet 
daily experience proves this to you, and you 
yourſelf furniſh the moſt evident proofs of it, 
by the preference you give to fuck a ſu- 
periority of ſoul, to that which you have 
received from birth and rank. 


I throw myſelf at the feet of your Royal 
Highneſs, to tell you I am penetrated with 
the goodneſs you honour me with ; that 
I can find no words worthy to expreſs the 
reſpectful ſentiments with which I ſhall 
ever be, &c. : 


U. F. de S UH M. 


LET- 
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Rufin, 22d March, 1736. 
MY DEAR SUHM, 


ACQUIT myſelf of my debt, although 
rather late, and ſend you the dried ſalmon ; 
it is quite freſh, being but juſt brought from 
the Rhine. I hope it will arrive in the 
ſame ſtate at Vienna. 


Not having been very well, my Surgeon 
has adviſed me to take more exerciſe than 1 
have heretofore done, which obliges me to 
get on horſeback, and to trot or gallop every 
morning. But not to change on that ac- 
count, my ordinary kind of life, I retrench 
my ſleep, that I may gain on one fide what 
I loſe on the other. I was near becoming 
one of your ſect, and to have ſet about ſaw- 
ing wood* ; but the fine weather made me 

deter- 


* M. de Subm had previouſly written to the Prince, tel- 
ling him he amuſed himſelf by ſawing wood, in his moments 
of recreation. 


a WL 
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determine otherwiſe. Therefore blame the 
Sun if I do not 1mitate you in that reſpect, 
as I wiſh to do in every other; being with a 
real eſteem, 


My dear Sun, 
Your faithful and 


AﬀeCtionate Friend, 


FREDERICK, 


LE x. 


— 
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B erlin, 2 5th March, 17 36. 


RECEIVED reſpectfully your Royal 
Highnets's orders, and immediately took 
every poſſible meaſure with the B. of De- 
merath, to get the Salmon conveyed in the 
| beſt manner to Vienna. 


I learn with extreme affliction that your 

Highneſs does not enjoy a good ſtate of 
health. But what removes my fears is, 
that, nothing being created in vain, I am 
perſuaded God has not given birth to a Prince 

_ endowed with ſuch great qualities, and fo 
much diſpoſed to good, but with a deſign 
that he ſhould one day become the delight 
of mankind. 


* =, r 
—ͤ— ci 


How much am I obliged to him who has 
perſuaded your Royal Highneſs to take more 
exerciſe; it was aſſuredly the moſt proper 
means of eſtabliſhing your health. But is it 

not rejecting the advice of your Eſculapius, 
to 
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to take from your ſleep the timein which you 
are to fortify your health? The repoſe of 
fleep is as neceſſary to the body as motion. 
Zeal carries me away perhaps; but although 
I ſhould incur a momentary diſgrace, I can- 
not refrain from obferving to your Royal 
Highneſs that the ardour of acquiring know- 
ledge, makes you forget that you owe your- 
ſelf to a great people. Becauſe you perceive no 
bounds to the greatneſs of your ſoul, you 
think undoubtedly that you ought to put 
none to the extent of your knowledge? 
But does your Highneſs know to what you 
expoſe yourſelf ? To render uſeleſs the cares 
and watchings of thoſe who are preparing 
themſelves to become one day uſeful to you, 
whilſt your Highneſs ſtrives at the expence 
of your health to put yourſelf in a ſituation 
to do without them. 


In the name of all thoſe who expect their 
happineſs from you, be careful of your pre- 
cious health! | 


I am, 


With the moſt profound reſpect, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM, 
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; 7 col thout date. 
MY DEAR SUHM, 


FTER the letter you have juſt written 
to me, I acknowledge that you are not 
only capable of treating on the moſt ſublime 
matters of philoſophy, but of giving a deli- 
cate and happy turn to things which would 
be infipid from the mouth of any other. 


Le plomb entre vos mains ſe convertit en or, 


Lead in your hands is chang'd into Gold. 


How is it poſſible to ſay any thing more 
obliging, more flattering, and better expreſ- 
ed, upon the ſubject of my health, (a bag- 
atelle little important to the reſt of man- 
kind), than what you ſay to me in your 
letter? To do this it is neceſſary to have 
like you, an inexhauſtible fund of wit, in- 
finite ingenuity, and a manner of placing 
objects in a point of view, which gives them 
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an appearance of more worth then they 
really have. I could wiſh on my own ac- 
count, that your letter contained as many 
truths as it does good and witty expreſſions; 
and I ſhould like rather to believe your 
philoſophy, and the arguments of Wolf, 
than thoſe which your friendſhip and good 
wiſhes ſuggeſt to you. No my dear Suhm, 
1 am far from being every thing you believe 
me to be, or that you ſay I am! but I per- 
ceive clearly that were it all true, 1 
cculd never do without men of your charac- 
ter, and that I ſhould always diſtinguiſh the 
ſuperior light of ſtars, from the glimmering 
of ſubordinate luminaries. When a man 
knows what you do, and when a happy 
genius aided by treaſures drawn from the 
ſtudy of the belles lettres, has elevated him 
to the point of perfection wherein I ſee you 
ſhine, he has full permiſſion to ſaw wood 
and to give himſelf leiſure. - But when he 
only begins his courſe, he ought not to ſtop 
at the firſt ſtep, but rather to fink down 
than not attain the deſired end, Do not 
therefore, my dear Suhm, combat my con- 
ſtancy and firmneſs, by theſe I ſupport the 
real friendſhip I have for you, and which I 
| | will 
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will no more abandon than the defire I have 
of improving myſelf, that I may be during 
the whole courſe of my life an honeſt man, 
a friend to the arts, and, above all, with a 
perfect ſincerity, the faithful friend of all my 
friends. Therefore judge to what a degree 


þ4 BR CRT” 
oo — 


I am, 
My very dear Suhm, 


Vour very affectionate 


FREDERICK. 


LETTER 
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Rupin, 27th March, I 736. 


MY DEAR sUHM, 


12 again debtor to your officious cares 
for the ſecond chapter of Wolf, —with- 
out wounding your modeſty, and in con- 
fining myſelf within the moſt narrow limits 
of truth, I can aſſure you that Wolf loſes 
nothing in paſſing through your hands; and 
I obſerve that you acquit yourſelf with all 
poſſible ſucceſs in an enterpriſe as noble as it 


is difficult. 


At length I begin to perceive the aurora 
of aday which 1s not yet quite clear to my 
eyes; and I ſce it is in the poſſibility of be- 
ings that I have a ſoul, and that it may be 
oo even 
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even immortal. M. Achard,* has written 
to me many arguments on the ſubject, and 
which are to ſerve as a ſupplement to the 
ſermons he has given us this winter; he 
defires me to point out to him the paflages 
wherein I find his reaſonings the moſt weak. 
But I ſhall be very cautious how I comply 
with his requeſt ; for although moſt of his 
reaſons are ſophiſms rather than any thing 
elſe, I will never think of entering the liſt 
with perſons who have ftudied, and know 
infinitely more of the matter than I do; I 
agree with //olf, and provided he proves to 
me that my indiviſible being is immortal, 
I ſhall be content and eaſy. 


The advantage you will acquire my dear 
Suhm, by your labours, is that inſtead of 
the real friendſhip, which I have for you, 


finiſhing 


* Anthony Achard, Paſtor of the French church at 


Berlin, and Counſellor of the ſuperior Conſiſtory, a great 


Orator, of whom there are two Volumes of Sermons, He 


died the 5th of May, 1752. 


TRANSLATOR" NOTE. 


In the year 1784, there was a Monſ. Achard who belonged 
to the Academy of Arts at Berlin, and aſcended in a Balloon, 


being the firſt who had made any experiment of the kind in 
that country. 
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finiſhing with my life, it will be immortal 


like my ſoul; and that this ſoul, feeling it 
owes to you only, after God, its exiſtence, 
will never fail to give you marks of a friend- 
ſhip founded upon the eſteem, inclination 
and perfect gratitude, with which 


I am, 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE,* 


your faithful and affectionate friend, 
FREDERICK. 


A name of friendſhip which the Prince gave to M. de 

Suhm, as a pledge of their intimacy, and by which he diſtin» 
guiſhed him to the end of his life. All that is known of the 
circumſtances which may have occaſioned the choice of this 
name, are no more than fimple conjectures. The meaning 
of the word Diaphane, anſwers to the proper meaning of the 
German word, which ſerves as a title to Princes; but it is 
more probable that it is here an alluſion to that candor and 
fincerity of heart which the Germans call ofenherzigheit. 
Openheartedneſs, ſincerity. 
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1 VIII. 


Berlin, zotn Mareh, 1736. 


Long to throw myſelf at the feet of your 
Royal Highneſs to aſſure you of a feeble 
part of the ſentiments with which your laſt 
letter has penetrated me. What a price for 
my obedience! and how much more dear is 
the immortality of my ſoul become, ſince the 
aſſurance which your Royal Highneſs has 
given me! What nobleneſs of ſentiment ! 
What elevation! You are aſſuredly the firſt 
Prince—what do I ſay? You are the firſt 
man, who not content with doing good in this 
world, thinks of finding nothing more in the 
immortality of the ſoul, than a reaſon for do- 
ing it eternally! What an invincible proof 
to me of rewards after this life, is the ſenti- 
ment of your noble ſoul. For what ought 
we not to expect from the Creator who was 
pleaſed to imprint it there ? 


I dare hope that your Royal Highneſs has 
pardoned the warm manner in which I in- 
tereſted 


— 
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tereſted myſelf for your health, as well as 
the repreſentations which I took the liberty 
of making toyou; and I flattzr myſelf you 
have too good an opinion of me, to think 
me capable of combating your inclination to 
the ſciences, a commendable paſſion in every 
man, and adorable in a great Prince. No, 
My Lord, I wiſhed only to combat that ex- 
ceſſive defire of knowledge, which . induces 
you to deprive yourſelf of too great a part 
of your ſleep, ſo as not to make your health 
feel ſooner or later, the effects of it. 


As a return for the prayers which I offer 
up inceſſantly, that your highneſs may en- 
joy as long and glorious a life as by your 
virtues you already merit, permit me to 
conſtrue literally the affurances which yours 
has deigned to give me of your good graces. 


1 have the honour to 7 you the con- 
tinuation of Wolf, as far as the 7 5th para- 
graph, when our enn begins to ſpeak 
of fimple Beings. 


I am, 


With the moſt profound reſpect, &c. 
U. F. de SUHM. 


C 3 
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Lubben*, 15th April, 1736. 
MY LORD, 


Was obliged to ſtay againſt my inclina- 
tion ſome days longer at Berlin; but I 
have no reaſon to repent it, having had an 
opportunity of reading a poſtſcript for Di- 
aphane, which has filled him with joy, by 
informing him, that his divine prince was 
pleaſed to think of him. Nothing could 
have come more opportunely to alleviate the 
painful wearineſs which he feels by being 
abſent from the adorable prince, for whom 
only he lives and breathes. 


The Count of A/than has informed me 
by the B. Demerath, that the Salmon arri 
_ ed at the ſame time with himſelf, very a- pro- 

| . pox, 


* A little place near Berlin, to which M. de Suhm retir- 
ed, that he might apply without interruption to the tranſla- 
tion of the Metaphyſics of Wolf, which the Prince had en 
gaged him to do for him. 
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pos, on good Friday, and that the Duke of 
Lorrame * will himſelf thank your Royal 
Highneſs, for that attention of which he 
ſeemed very ſenſible. 


As ſoon as I arrived here, I took up Wolf, 
and have the honour to ſend your Royal 
Highneſs the continuation. It is from the 
75th to the goth paragraph. I choſe to 
ſend but little this time, rather than fail a 
poſt : but this little deſerves much attention, 
and will, I am perſuaded, be found worthy 
of your Royal Highneſs's reflections. 


Dare I communicate to your Royal High- 
neſs, a diſcovery I have made in my little 
efforts? It has appeared to me that the 
C4 German 


* "The Duke of Lorra ne here ſpoken of, is the Duke 
Francis, afterwirds more known as Emperor, by the title of 
Francis Iſt. The Prince of Pruſſa made a perſonal acquaint- 
ance with him, at the time of his making a contract of 
marriage with the Princeſs Elizabeth Chriſtine, of Brunſwick, 
at which the Duke Francis aſſiſted at Berlin, 1oth March, 
1732. When the Salmon was ſent to Vienna, the Duke of 
Lorraine, was there on the buſineſs of the peace, and the 
exchange of Lorraine, which King Stanislaus was to receive 
for the Great Duchy of Tuſcany, and which was to be ſecured 
to the Duke of Lorraine, after the death of the Great Duke 
Jean Gaſton, laſt Prince of the houſe of Medicis. 
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German language is more proper for meta- 
phyſical and abſtract reaſonings than the 
French language. The reafons which have 
induced me to judge it ſo are, in the firſt 
place, that the German language 1s richer 
in words; ſecondly, it is not ſo ſubject to 
ambiguity as the French Language, which 
makes it more ſit to expreſs each thought 
with more preciſion and clearneſs, and con- 
ſequently with greater force. I perceive 
fully the boldneſs of ſuch an aſſertion, but 
knowing how ready your Highneſs is to 
yield to good reaſons, why ſhould I be 
afraid to advance them ? And why ſhould not 
you permit me to elevate myſelf ſo far as to 
imitate you in this, by ſuifering myſelf to 
be impreſſed with ſtriking reaſons. It is true l 
may be deceived, in attributing to the French 
language, defects which I ought to ſeek for 
in myſelf only, and for this reaſon I have 
taken the precaution to put in the margin 
the German words which I thought I could 
not render in good French; leaving it to 
your Highneſs to ſupply the W of 
my work. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
U. F. de SUHM. 
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Rupin, 14th April, 1736. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


OW can I ſufficiently thank you for the 

pains you have taken from love for me. 
I affure you, I am as grateful for them as it 
is poſſible to be. I am at laſt arrived, by 
your cares, at the ſimple or indiviſible being. 
I am delighted with the force of J/olff”s 
reaſoning; and at preſent, as I begin to be 
accuſtomed to the manner of it, I diſcover 
its ſtrength and beauty. 


Without. putting your modeſty to the 
bluſh, or doing an injury to truth, I can 
affure you that I think your tranſlation an 
excellent one; for I avow that my curiofity 
to ſee the origina! German of Wolf's Meta- 
phyſics, has made me compare it with that 


which 
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which you have had the goodneſs to tranſ- 
late for me; but, I repeat to you, that I do 
not perceive he has any where been wronged 
by paſſing through your hands. I confeſs you 
can perſuade me (for you have the gift of 
doing it) that the German language has its 
| beauties and energy, but you will never 
perſuade me that it is ſo agrceable as the 
French. And if you had even done it, I 
ſhould always have a ſtrong reaſon, and a 
ſufficient one in my opinion, to make you 
comprehend that I read Moſſ more willingly 
in French ; it 1s becauſe your tranſlation 1s 
always accompanied by your letters, and 
that I am delighted when I ſee any pro- 
duction of a mind which I equally love and 
eſteem. 


Yes, My dear Subm, without paying you a 
bad compliment, I affure you I find ſo 
many charms 1n your wit and converſation, 
that were you to reſolve not to ſpeak or 
write but in Chineſe, I ſhould be the man 
who would learn it to enjoy your converſa- 
tion, and to prove to you, that there 1s no 
language in the world to which I would not 


apply 
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apply myſelf, in order to expreſs to you 
with more energy, how highly I value your. 
friendſhip, and with how much eſteem 


I am, 


My dear DrArHANR, 


Your yery faithful and 
Affectionate friend, 


FREDERICK. 
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Lubben, 18th Apr il. 1736. 
MY LORD, 


Have juſt received a letter, dated the 6th 
Inſt. from the Count of Aliban, in which 
he informs me, he has preſented to the 
Duke his maſter, the Salmon he was charg- 
ed with; and that this Prince expreſſed a 
real joy at your Royal Highneſs's attention 
to him, looking upon it as a mark of the 
continuation of your friendſhip, which 1s 
ſo much the more dear to him, as he knows 
how to appreciate it; that he wiſhed I 
ſhould expreſs on every occaſion to your 
Royal Highneſs, the defire he has to culti- 
vate, and render it eternal; and that I 
ſhould endeavour to ſtrengthen more and 
more an union which he would, by all ima- 
ginable cares, ſtrive to keep up. 


What a flattering commiſſion for me, if 


your Royal Highneſs be pleaſed to approve 


of it. Nothing more agreeable could hap- 
pen 
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pen to me than to be the interpreter of the 
ſentiments of friendſhip of two great Princes, 
from which their future intereſts of ſtate 


and glory will perhaps one day receive the 
greateſt advantages. 


I flatter myſelf, that your Royal High- 
neſs 1s perſuaded I feel myſelf animated, by 
the inviolable and religious attachment 


which I ſhall conſtantly have for you; hav- 
ing no idea which can make me more en- 
tirely devoted, than that with which 


I have the honour to be 


very reſpectfully, 


U. F. de SUHM. 


LE T- 
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Lubben, 20th April, 1736. 


Have the honour to ſend your Royal 
Highneſs, the continuation of my work, 
as far as the 115th paragraph. The matter 
begins to be very intereſling, and I long to 
ſee the end of Wolfs Dictionary; it is thus 
I call the explanation he-gives of words, and 
which is abſolutely neceflary to underſtand 
things ; ſo that afterwards the reader finds 
hunſelf amply rewarded for the pains he 
had taken to learn that kind of new lan- 


guage. 


Your Highneſs will be pleaſed, that, to 
amufe you a moment, I impart to you an 
heroic-comical amourous adventure, which 


lately happened here. 


The Captain of the Caſtle of Lubben is a 
certain Tritſchler, a good man, and father of 
four 
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four daughters, the eldeſt of whom, al- 
though extremely ugly, has ſhone for more 
than twenty years at Dre/den, at all the 
maſked balls, by her fine figure and danc- 
ing. It is ſaid, indeed, that ſhe had the 
mortification to find all eulogiums ceaſe 
the moment ſhe unmaſked. It is a long time 
fince ſhe has danced, neither is it the ſame 
that acted a part in the Romance I ſpeak of. 
Her two next ſiſters, have, according to all 
appearances, no defire to hear their charms 
celebrated or their effects ſpoken of. There 
remains therefore the youngeſt who is the 
heroine. She 1s fair, and not amiſs; tall, well 
made, ſings, and plays upon the Harpſichord. 
Her father, to give her an opportunity of 
diſplaying her talents, frequently gives little 
concerts, at which thoſe who frequent his 
houſe, or procure introductions, aſſiſt. A 
Gentleman of the name of Hacke, ſeveral 
years in the ſervice, which he quitted with 
the rank of Lieutenant, and who hves a few 
leagues from hence, at an Eſtate greatly in 
debt, came a few days ſince to this City, and 
procured himſelf an introduction to the 
Caſtle, by an officer of the Garriſon. It is 


true, 
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true, people pretend the Concert was very 
complete, and that the fair one ſurpafled 
herſelf: I am willing to believe alſo, that 
the Cavalier had dreſſed himſelf to the great- 
eſt advantage, and that the young Lady was 
very handſome that day ; but nevertheleſs, 
Oh love ! How great is thy power ! To ſee 
each other for the firſt time, and both to 
love to diſtraction, was to them but the 
ſame thing. The end of the Concert had 
no ſooner moderated the impatience of the 
lover, than he got up, addreſſed himſelf to 
the father, and aſked his divine daughter in 
marriage. The father conſented, and called 
the daughter; propoſed the matter to her, 
and found in her an obedience worthy of 
Iphigenia. The good man put the hand of 
his daughter into that of the lover, and 
after having obeyed the commands of love, 
he thought of making acquaintance with his 
{on in-law, aſked him his name, profeſſion, 
and every other particular relative to him. 
To which the Gentleman having anſwered, 
each ſeemed ſatisfied; and in a few days 
afterwards, the ſerious ceremony united for 
ever the fortunate couple. 
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This is really a ſubje& for a Romance, 
and which the moſt fertile imagination 
would deſpair of enriching. 


Be pleaſed to receive graciouſly the aſ- 
ſurance of my profound reſpect, &c. 


U. F- de SUHM. 


D LET- 
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F & BE Þ * 


Rupin, 25th April, 1736. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


HAVE juſt received two of your let- 

ters together, which have given me ex» 
treme pleaſure ; were not I wholly taken up 

in the ſervice of Mars, I would have given 
a ſeparate anſwer to each, and in a laconic 
ſtyle; but I affure you, I have ſcarcely time 
to eat or drink. 


I certainly did not expect the Salmon I 
ſent to the duke of Lorraine would have 
been ſo agreeable to him as it has proved. 1 
look upon the pleaſure it has given him as 
a mark of the friendſhip he has for me; for 
friendſhip renders trifles agreeable, when they 
come from perſons whom we love.—The 
Duke could not have choſen a medium of in- 
telligence more agreeable to me than that of 
Diaphane. You know how much I love and 
eſteem you; therefore 'you ought not to 
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be ſurpriſcd at the pleaſure I have in hear- 
ing from you. 


I ſtudy alf with great application, and 
form myſelf more and more to his manner 
of reaſoning, which is very juſt and pro- 
found. The propoſition de Ia raiſon ſuſiſcnte, 
and that of the difference between ſimple 
and compound beings, are in my opinion, 
thoſe which ought to be moſt imprefied on 
the mind, if we with to underſtand the ſe- 
ries of his Metaphyſics; therefore they are 
the two propoſitions which I read more than 


once every day, to. engrave them well on 
my memory. $5 


According to what I can learn, love ex- 
erciſes its Empire at Lubben as at Troy in 
Sicily, or at Anet. What miracles does it 
perform every day! Its influence 1s felt 
even as far as Ruin: we have inſtances of its 
effects here, but time does not permit me 
to amuſe you with them. I am called, and 
I hear already the voices of 600 men, who 
with to be exerciſed ; I muſt go and get rid 
of them as ſoon as poflible. 
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Vet for fear our friendſhip ſhould ſuffer 


thereby, permit me to aſſure you beforehand 
of the perfect eſteem with which 


Jam, 
My very dear DIAPHANE, 


Your affectionate and 


Faithful Friend, 


FREDERICK, 


LET- 
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Rupin, 6th May, 1736. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


EVER did Tantalus ſuffer ſo much in the 
river, whoſe water he had not in his pow” 
er to drink, as I have done in receiving your 
tranſlations of Molt, without having it in my 
power to read them. Every unlucky inci- 
deut is I believe combined to deprive me 
of this pleaſure. A journey to Potz/dam, 
daily exerciſes, the arrival of my brother, 
in company with Meſſieurs Hacke and Ritt- 
berg, have been ſo many hindrances. 


Conſider, my dear Diaphane, I ſend you 
this packet without thinking of any thing ; 
and theſe gentlemen ſo embarraſſing to me, 
never ſtir a foot from my fide, to oblige me, 
as I imagine, to tranſport myſelf God knows 
where. A converſation on fizes, meaſures 
and feet is ſoon at an end; here therefore it 
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finiſhed, et je me vois d ſec, like Boileau®, 
aux bords du Lech: what could Ido? It came 
into my head, and, as I thought, very oppor- 
tunely, to conduct them to my garden, which 
I had ordered to be illuminated in every part, 
and hkewiſe the Temple. I amuſed them 
with a little fire work, and regaled them 
otherwiſe as well as I could. As they are per- 
ſons whoare moreattached to compound than 
to ſimple beings, of which they have no idea 


or to ſpeak more intelligibly, who have a bet- 


tcrnotion of their ſtomachs than their minds, 
I put them upon the chapter of philoſophy 
of Duval +, who did wonders, and ſatiated 
them to a non plus. I was tired of ſeeing 
them eat, and would willingly have faſted 
two days, to have had the pleaſure of con- 
verſing all this time with my dear Dia- 


Phane. 


* This paſſage alludes to two verſes of Boilcav, in the 
ſecond epiſtle to the King, Louis XIV. 


Et par tout ſur le Wahl, ai aſi que ſur le Leck, 
Le vers eft en deronte, et le Poete d ſec. 


See Ocuhres diverſes de Boikau, Epitre M. an Roi. 


+ At that time the Prince's Cook. 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 39 


phane. You know how much I eſteem 
him, and that I am as much as it is poſ- 
ble to be, 


My dear DrArkAxNx, 


Your very faithful, and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK. 
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Berlin, I know not ⁊uhat day 
of the Month, 1730. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


1 F the God Mars had reſolved to divorce 


me from the Muſes, he could not have 
taken more effectual means to do it than he 
has at preſent. A continued ſucceſſion of 


puerile occupations Keep us here from day 
break to ſun ſet, in continual action. You 


muſt attribute to them my not anſwering 


you ſooner. I take advantage of a moment 
of relaxation, to thank you for the infinite 
pains you have taken in the tranflation of 
Wolf. I have found means to give a firſt 
and a ſecond reading at ſeveral different times, 
to the laſt ſheets you fent me. I begin to 
accuſtom myſelf to his manner of reaſoning, 
and I underſtand the Propoſitions much better 
than I did ſome months ago. And the proof 


that I underſtand very well his principle of 


contradiction, is, that I perceive in eſteeming 
I you 
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you as much as you know I do, I cannot 
abſolutely eſteem you leſs; or to ſpeak more 


intelligibly, knowing the greatneſs of your 
merit, I cannot do otherwiſe than eſteem you 
with all my heart, being 


My dear DiayHANE, 
Your very faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK, 


LE T- 


Several letters little intereſting, from Mr. Subm, have been 
here ſuppreſſed; as they contained little more than different 
continuations of his tranſlation, 
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Berlin, 28th May, 1736. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


THANK you a thouſand and a thou- 

" ſand times for having ſent me the con- 

tinuation of Wolf. You procure me fo 

much pleaſure by the ſtudy I make of him, 

that I feel myſelf incapable of making you 
{ſufficient acknowledgements. 


We kill ourſelves here in performing our 
exerciſe, but are not advanced either more 
or leſs by it; for to-day, the regiment of 
Prince Henry was reviewed, and after having 
done wonders, the King did not appear fatis- 
fied; he even ſhewed an air of diſcontent 


that vexed every body. Give me a ſuf- 


ficient reaſon for his anger. I cannot find 
one either within or without him ; and the 
only cauſe I can ſuppoſe for his ill humour, 
is an accidental one, an overflowing of bile, 


which made him look upon the poor Prince 


and 


= 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND, 43 


and his regiment with a miſanthropical and 
hypochondriacal eye. God preſerve me 
from a like fate! My reſolution would be 
ſoon taken, if ſuch a thing happened to 
me. I expect with impatience the day, 
minute and moment when I ſhall depart 
from hence, and return to repoſe in the 
enjoyment of life, I then ſhall have more 
time than at preſent to aſſure you of the per- 
fe& and fincere eſteem with which 


I am, | 
My very dear DrArHANE, 


Your faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK. 


LET- 
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Lulben, if Fune, 1736. 


HE laſt letter with which your Royal 
"* Highneſs honoured me, found me in a 
ſituation which rendered encouragement ne- 


ceſſary to induce me to live in this world; 


as a frightful cholic had diſguſted me with 
it. Seriouſly, I thought I was going to ſee 
with the eyes of pure underſtanding, all 
that Mol ſhews us with as much clearneſs 
as our perception here below 1s capable of ; 
and after having entirely refigned myſelf to 


the will of that Being by whom all others 


exiſt, I fet about committing to paper my 
laſt earthly thoughts for your Royal High- 
neſs. Ah! What ſaid I to him on the grief 
I felt in quitting this world, before I had 
been able to be as uſeful to him as I wiſhed— 
before I had an opportunity of giving him 


the moſt convincing proofs, that my firſt, 


my molt ardent defire, was to facrifice to 
him my blood and my life! Afterwards I 
made 
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made the only Teſtament I had to make, 
diſpoſing of my children; and I took the 


liberty of leaving them to your Royal 
Highneſs. 


Having nothing more to do after this, I 
ſhould have died in the ſoft perſuaſion that 
he would not have diſdained my legacy. But 
I am now again full of life, of hope ſtill to 
ſacrifice it to you; fully deſirous of finding 
opportunities to make you ſenſible of my 
reſpectful attachment and that of my chil- 
dren for your ſacred perſon; in a word to 


prove to you how far all my blood is devot- 
ed to your ſervice. 


Your Royal Highneſs will deign to par- 
don me for not ſending you this time as 
much of the work as I have commonly 
done ; a great weakneſs, which {till remains, 
has retarded my progreſs. But I will repair 
this by redoubling my zeal and efforts, well 
knowing that this is the only means where+ 
by I can acquire merit with your Royal 
Highneſs, relative to this tranſlation, which 
in itſelf will have no other than that of your 
Royal Highneſs's approbation. An honour 

quite 
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quite ſufficient, and the only one of which 
I ſtrive to make it worthy. 


The manner in which your Royal High- 
neſs is pleaſed to make me perceive you un- 
derſtand the Propoſition of contradiction, is 
to me the moſt gracious. And by this, all 
Europe will comprchend that your Royal 
Highneſs can be nothing elſe than what you 
are; and that neceflarily you are the moſt 

worthy Prince in the world. You will per- 
mit me with all your real modeſty, to tell 
you this in the ſtyle of Hoff, who prides 
himſelf leſs on ingenuity and elegance than 
on juſtneſs of thought, and particularly on 
truth, | 


I am, 
Your Royal Highneſs's 
Moſt obedient, and 


Devoted Servant, 


U. F. de SUHM. 


LE T- 
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Ruppin, 6th Fune, 1736. 


My very dear DIAPHANE, 
WHAT happineſs, when in the midſt of 
a ſtorm, of which we are inſenſible, 
we are aſleep in the arms of ſecurity and 
repoſe ! This 1s preciſely the ſituation I have 
been in. What, my dear Subm, your life, 
which is ſo infinitely precious to me, has 
been in danger! What—a premature death ' 
would have put an obſtacle to the effects of | 
my gratitude, and the efficacy of my good 
intentions! O! no, Heaven who loves and 
commands the duties of virtue, would ne- 
ver have deprived me of an opportunity of 
being grateful. Live, my dear Subm! Live, 
ſince Heaven permits you to do it! Live for 
your friends, who by the real attachment 
they have to you, could never ſuffer the 
diſtracting thought of being ſeparated from 
you! I confeſs and comprehend, that at 
the laſt moment upon which you touched, 
you 
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you had only to expect the rewards with 
which Heaven crowns virtue ; and that in 
this point of view, you loſe more with reſ- 
pect to yourſelf by prolonging your life, 
than by finiſhing your career. But my dear 
Suhm, forget not the tenderneſs you owe to 
a nurſling, which you have not yet weaned 
in the ſchool of philoſophy. What would 
have become of me? For I feel I have need 
of your eyes to ſee, and that loſing fight of 
my guide, I ſhould be in danger of going 
aſtray. The thought alone of your death, 
ſerves as an argument to prove to me the 
immortality of the foul; for is it poſſible, 
that the Being by which you are moved, and 
which acts with ſo much clearneſs and in- 
telligence in you; that that Being, I ſay, 
ſo different from the matter of the body; 
that fine ſoul endowed with ſo many ſolid 
virtues and agreeable qualities ; that noble 
part of yourſelf which 1s the delight of our 
ſociety, ſhould not be immortal? Certainly 
not! I would maintain even in the court, 
were it neceflary, that 1f the greateſt part of 
the world were periſhable and to be annilii- 


lated, you, Voltaire, Boileau, Newton, Wolff, 


and ſome other genuiſes of this order, muſt 


be ; 
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be immortal. I aſk your pardon, for utter- 
ing truths which will, I fear, ſhock your 
modeſty. But I am to-day juſt as incapable 
to moderate my joy and the effuſion of my 
heart on the ſubje& of your recovery and 
of my diſpoſition towards you, as a choleric 
man is to ſuppreſs the firſt impulſe of paſſion 
by which he is hurried away. I have 
at leaſt the ſatis faction of having told it you 
once, I have many things ſtill to ſay to 
you on the ſubje& of that Will which 
almoſt drew tears from me; nobody ought 
to be aſhamed to weep on a like occaſion : 
Inſenſibility is the principle of inhumanity 
and barbariſm; a tender heart is the foun- 
dation of virtue. 


I am much obliged to you for the ſheets 
which accompanied your letter: I ſhall read 
them with ſo much the more pleaſure, as 
they are the firſt work which your return- 
ing health has permitted you to produce. 


TI continue to read Wolff with the greateſt 
attention, and endeavour to inculcate his 
| Propoſitions on my mind as profoundly as 
poſſible. It is good to read often on ſuch 
ſubjects, this has a double effect; it inſtructs 
E and 
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and humiliates. I never perceive ſo much 
my own littleneſs as after having read the 
Propoſition of the Simple Being. What 
depth! What continued application to 


diſcover all the ſecrets of nature! To 


reduce to clearneſs and precifion that, 
which has hitherto been nothing but ſhades 
and darkneſs ! 


J leave you, my dear Subm, as F am going 
to day to my eſtate; it 1s to ſtudy there with 
greater tranquillity; and to enjoy a little 
repoſe, after having had but little of it dur- 
ing the reviews. 


1 Am, 


With perfect eſteem, 


My very dear DiAPHANE, 
Your very faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK. 


LE T- 
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Lubben, June 16th, 1736. 


MY LORD, 


IF ever I had occaſion ardently to deſire, 

that Wolff had already invented the art of 
ſigns, which he pretends are wanting to 
enable men to expreſs their thoughts in a 
manner quite diſengaged from the ſenſes, it 
is ſurely on this occaſion.— For how ſhall I 
with words return an anſwer, worthy the 
laſt letter with which your Royal Highneſs 
has condeſcended to honour me. — Oh! My 
Lord, the reſpectful ſentiments I am pene- 
trated with, are ſo much above what the 
language of men can expreſs, that my 
heart and pen revolt at the idea of paint- 
ing them ſo coldly, though conveyed in the 
moſt energetic terms. May this reſpe&ful 
ſilence then impart what I can only feel !— 


Although my life were hateful to me, 
the intereſt which you condeſcend to take 
E 2 10 


of your vitues and your glory. 


for that of imagination. 
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in its preſervation would be more than ſuffici- 
ent to make it dear.— I return then with joy 
to life, fince it 1s the will of Heaven, and 
your Royal Highneſs deſ es it: but let the 
continuation oi it, my Lord, ſerve pure ly to 
prove that I with to live for you alonc, to 
enjoy the ſole bleſſing I am ambitious of, 
to poſi:{s your tavour, and to be a witneſs 


The continuation of Wolf which I have 
the honour to ſend to your Royal Highneſs, 
brings us near to the end of the third chap- 
ter.— I have diſcovered a fault in the 282d 
paragraph in the preceding pacquet, where 
the word underſtanding is by miſtake placed, 


Although I perceive I muſt go to Dreſden 
to attend the return of the Court of Har- 
ſaw; Wolff and my ſtandiſh ſhall not quit 


MC, 


I am, 

With the moſt profound reſpect, &c. 
U. F. de SUHM. 

LE T- 
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Dreſden, June 29th, 1736. 


MY LORD, 


1 ARRIVED here by very ſhort ſtages; 

and though I was reſolved not to loſe 
my time, but to work as I travelled, I could 
never nd an opportunity of doing it. 

In other reſpects, I never made a more 
agreeable or delicious journey in my life; 
the laſt letter your Royal Highneſs honour- 
ed me with was continually in my hand; I 
peruſed and re-peruſed it a thouſand times 
without being ſatisfied ; and yielding with- 
out reſerve to the ſweet reflections it inſpir- 
ed—I arrived here without knowing any- 
thing of my journey, except, tha. 4 had 
left Lubben. 

I wiſh it was poſſible to give your Royal 
Highneſs an account of all my refle&tions 
during this journey ; but their number and 
rapidity leave but a confuſed recollection of 
them. There is no occaſion to acquaint 
your Royal Highneſs who was the object, 
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or how much, ſo great and ſublime an ob- 
ject was capable of elevating the thoughts 
and ſentiments of my ſoul. Every thing 
which inſpires admiration, forms neceſſa- 
rily a part of its eflence ; we might employ 
our whole lives in contemplating it, without 
exhauſting the ſubject. This chain of re- 
flections conducting me now and then to 
myſelf, I ſeemed the happieſt of mortals 
when thinking of the intereſt which ſo per- 


fect a prince takes in my welfare—yes ſaid 


I, whatever may be my fate, I ſhall always 


be the envy of the world, as long as your 


Royal Highneſs ſhall think proper to pre- 
ſerve ſuch favourable ſentiments of me.— 
Vou have given me health, My Lord, per- 
haps life; it is to you I owe it, and to you 
my wiſhes conſecrate it. Take poſſeſſion of 
me then as of a property which belongs to 
you by the moſt ſacred rights! You have 
beſtowed upon me a tranquillity of ſoul, 
which nothing can ever alter—a fortitude 
which nothing can ſhake; and I feel with- 
in me that I can now be happy in ſpite 
of fate. The only thing which can now 


afflict me, is that abſence from your Royal 


Highneſs, in which circumſtances condemn 
me 
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me yet to live.—You are, My Lord, to ex- 
preſs myſelf metaphorically—You are my 
Sun; for when I am no longer within the 
mild influence of your rays, a ſudden 
chillneſs reaches the inmoſt recefſes of 
my ſoul, and nothing 1s capable of warm- 
ing it. Thus every thought, every ſtep tends 
to procure the liberty of being one day able 
to come and hve in that ſoft climate which 
this beneficent Sun is to illumine, and to 
participate the happineſs of that fortunate 
people to whom it promiſes a ſpring of per- 
petual felicity.—T flatter myſelf even that I 
ſhall ſuccecd in time, and that I ſhall find 
the means of paſſing my latter days near 
the wonder of our age, to the end that 
I may delight in contemplating, and 
rendering him my ſincere homage. —Thas, 
My Lord, is what is wanting to my happi- 
neſs, nay, I ſhould die to day without re- 
gret, if I were for ever obliged to renounce 
this ſweet hope, the ſole ſupport of my 
feeble life.—I am, My Lord, and to the 
grave ſhall remain, impreſſed with ſenti- 
ments of the moſt profound reſpect, and 
the moſt entire devotion, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 
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Berlin, Fuly 3d, 1736. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


[| Did not receive till. yeſterday, the two 
paquets which you were ſo obliging as 
to ſend me. I thank you for them with all 
my heart, afluring you that I never read a 
ſheet of your work without recollecting at 
the ſame time to what duties gratitude en- 
gages me. I have already corrected the 
error which had ſlipped into the paragraph 
282, ſubſtituting as you defired, the word 
imagination, for that of underſtanding. 


At laſt, My dear Subm, we may profeſs 


philoſophy boldly,* without fearing the 
ES thunders 


* This refers to the juſtification of Nel and his works, 
in which the Prince of Pruſfia had a great ihare, having, by 
the repreſentations which he conveyed to the King, who 
was at that time much prejudiced againſt Wolf and his philo- 
ſophy, induced him to name a commiſſion, which fully ac- 


knowledged the innocence and merit of the works of that 


celebrated philoſopher, T 
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thunders of the pedagogue, or the phantom 
of irreligion. Reaſon reſumes the empire 
which is due to her, and error flies to ſeek 
refuge in the narrow brain of ſome weak 
genius, and in the lap of ſuperſtition. 


I come now to the laſt letter which 
you have been ſo obliging as to write to me; 
but what can I fay to it, unleſs that the 
blind friendſhip which you have for me, 
makes you eſteem a poor mortal above his 
value. The flattering colours with which 
you paint me, diſguiſe me ſo advantageouſ- 
ly, that I do not know myſelf.— In ſhort 
you lend the attribute of perfection to a 
being who 1s very far from it, and who re- 
marks, by every thing which he knows of 
himſelf, that he is ſtamped with the die of 
humanity, as well as the meaneſt ſlave. I pats 
on to that part of your letter the moſt flat- 
tering to me, and where, as I may ſay, you 
give me a mortgage on your perſon. What 
acquiſition could I make in the whole world 
more agreeable to me !—Were I offered all 
the treaſures of Pery, I would not hefitate a 


moment 
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moment in the choice I ought to make, I 
find in you a treaſure more uſeful to me 
than all thoſe which the coarſe material 
maſs of this world could offer. Vou know 
that my heart is incapable of contradiction, 
and that it never makes uſe of my pen but 
to expreſs my ſentiments in a figurative 


manner. 


Si mon cœur dans mes vers ne parle par ma plume, 
Que le feu qui l' anime aufſſi-tôt le conſume. 


If my heart in my verſe do not ſpeak by my pen, 
May the fire which inſpires it conſume it again. 


I ſet out to morrow for Pruſſia for a 
month, during which time our famous pre- 
ceptor Wolf, will be my companion. Adieu, 
my dear Dzaphane ! It is ſuperfluous to re- 
peat to you all the wiſhes which I make for 
the ſucceſs of your defigns. May your fate 
be inſeparably united to mine ! may I be 
able ſome day to ſhow you my gratitude as 
much as I defire it! and that every day may 
furniſh me with the opportunity of reitera- 
ting to you by word of mouth, the ſenti- 
ments of the moſt perfe& eſteem that ever 
exiſted. 

I am, &c. 


FREDERICK. 
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Camp of Velan, Fuly 18, 1736, 


' MY DEAR SUHM, 
IN ſpite of the fatigues of travelling, and 
the military occupations in which I am 
employed, do not believe that I have loſt 
ſight of Y/olff one inſtant, —lt is the centre 
on which all my attention turns; the more 
I read him the more ſatisfaction he gives 
me.—l admire the depth of this philoſo- 
pher, who has ſtudied nature more than ever 
man did, and who 1s able to explain things, 
which formerly were not only obſcure and 
confuſed, but almoſt unintelligible, It ap- 
pears to me that I acquire new 1deas every 
day, and that every propoſition I ſtudy, a 
freſh film falls from my eyes. It is a book 
which all the world ought to read, to learn 
to reaſon, and to follow the thread, and 
connexion of ideas in the ſearch of truth. 


We 
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We have ſhocking weather, it appears 
that Saltpetre and Sulphur have conipired 
our deſtruction. The thunder roars every 
day, and its claps are fo dreadful in this 
country, that we are conſtantly hearing of 
the ravages they have done.—This is the 
freſheſt news of this place, and unleſs I 
give you the particulars of the different miſ- 
fortunes which have happened, I ſhould be 
greatly embarraſſed to amuſe you. Adieu, 
My dear DiaeHANE ! Believe me with a 
very ſincere eſteem — 
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Dreſden, Auguſt 6, 1736. 


HE very gracious letter which your 
Royal Highneſs has honoured me with, 
and which acquaints me with your departure 
for Pruſſia, made me defer ſending the con- 
tinuation of my tranſlation, and I have 
made uſe of the interval to ramble round 
the country, and renew ſome old con- 
nexions.—How melancholy it is, My Lord, 
at a certain age, to be reduced to ſeek an 
eſtabliſhment ! But as our philoſopher in- 
forms us that whatever happens, has its 
ſufficient reaſon, and that we ought to be 
aſtoniſhed at nothing, I reſign, chuſing 

what is alone in my power to chuſe, which 
is to act in ſuch a manner as to have nothing 
to reproach myſelf with. I knew a great 
player at Backgammon, who after the moſt 
cruel throws, the moſt calculated to give a 
man ill humour, uſed to ſay with the greateſt 
tranquillity in the world. What would 
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you have? it is on the dice.” —And in fact, 
15 there any reaſon to take ſo much to heart 
what does not depend upon ourſelves, or fo 
{ſtrongly to deſire what we cannot find with- 
in us ? 


If I knew not that I was writing to the 
Marcus Antoninus of our days, I ſhould not 
think of entertaining him ſo long about my- 
ſelf, preferring rather to turn the ſubject on 
him. But whatever pleaſure I find in it, 
My Lord, I muſt renounce it, ſince it 
furniſhes your modeſty with freſh argu- 
ments of ſelf-humiliation.— 


I have the honour of ſending you to day, 
the continuation of of, hoping that this 
letter will arrive by the return of your 


Royal Highneſs, and earneſtly defiring that 


it may find you in good health. 


I am, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 


LE T. 
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FF 


Rupin, Auguſt 15th, 1736. 
MY DEAR SUHM, 


S your letters are always accompanied 

with ſome pieces of your tranſlation, I 
muſt inceſſantly thank you for the conſtant 
pains you take to oblige me; which I do 
with the greateſt pleaſure in the world, as 
I feel myſelf always charmed with the 
works of our Philoſopher. 


Eight days fince I arrived from a very 
rough and difagrecable journey, which, 
thanks to Heaven, has finiſhed better than 
we had a right to expect at the beginning. 


You will be furpriſed, aſtoniſhed perhaps, 
my dear D:aphane, that I do not pity ſuch 
a man as you, reduced to ſeek an eſtabliſh- 
ment. It is your Court I pity, whoſe eyes 
are faſcinated in ſuch a manner, that they 
cannot diſtinguiſh ſubjects uſeful and wor- 
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thy of being employed, from thoſe who 
are only diſtinguiſhed by fortune, or 
the blind caprices of favour. How 1s it 
poſſible, (let it be ſaid without flattery) 
that a perſon of ſo much merit, ſenſe, and 
knowledge, ſhould be neglected, and even 
forgotten? and what idea can we form of a 
Court where the Suhms are not reſpected and 
ſought after ?—In eſteeming you, I ſound 
my greateſt eulogium, as we ought to love 
what 15 virtuous and great. 


$7 je vary, Oeft par- a que je vaux quelque choſt. 


If worthy I am 'tis to this it belongs. 


But of what conſequence is it to you, to 
ſee yourſelf ſupported by my vote and in- 
effectual wiſhes? They are conſolations 
which lead to no reality, It 1s true, we are 
not the artificers of our fortune, if it were ſo, 
every man would be happy.—But in re- 
venge, it is ſome conſolation for us to know 
that fate, by an immovable law, produces 
perpetual alterations. The ſky is not always 
ſerene, nor do continual froſts always cover 
the ſurface of our fields. Let us then my 
dear Diaphane, take the times as they riſe; 
let us reflect that we muſt neceflarily run 

our 
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our race. We cannot ſtop or retreat upon 
the road, and the moſt eflential advantage 
| which can be drawn from philoſophy, is, 
to form a callus for all exterior things, and 
to ſeek true repoſe and tranquillity within 
ourſelves. How eaſy, my dear Diapbane, it 
is to give this precept, and how difficult to 
follow it! I Know that a heart preyed upon 
by chagrin in the bitterneſs of its grief, 1s 
little flexible to the remonſtrances of mora- 
lity. Far from condemning your juſt com- 
plaint, I approve it, particularly as it is 
founded upon chriſtian charity, which at the 
fight of our neighbours imperfections, in- 
ſpires us with forrow. To have but little 
knowledge of virtue is a great imperfection; 
for which reaſon as you find it in your maſ- 
ter* it muſt naturally produce this effect in 
your ſoul. You cannot give me a more cer- 
tain mark of your ſincerity and friendſhip, 
than by opening your heart to me; by mak- 
ing me acquainted with every circumſtance 
relative to yourſelf. And without being a 
Marcus Antoninus, I defire nothing ſo much, 

8 know 


* Auguſtus IIId. King of Poland, Elefor of Saxony, in 
whoſe ſervice M. de Subm was with the title of Privy Coun- 
ſellor. 
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miration of poſterity. It is the knowledge 
have of the great qualities of your auguſt per- 
ſon, and the force of conviction which extorts 
from me this prophecy; which 1s one of 
your firſt ornaments, My Lord, the moſt in- 
tereſting, the moſt rare in a great Prince 
and which, in you, gives ſo much relief to 
every other—in a word, it is your peculiar 
modeſty, which taking away all my ſcruples 
on the danger of praiſe, which beſtowed on 
any other object, might have the appear- 
ance of flattery, ſeems a duty even 1mpoſed 
upon me to tell you without circumlocution, 
what I think reſpecting your Royal High- 
neſs—Praiſe may ſpoil a vain and too ambi- 
tious ſpirit ; but it increaſes the energy of 
a modeſt foul, which knowing how to 
appreciate juſtly its own merit, raiſes it- 
ſelf by the ſentiment of its real worth, even 
above flattery. 


The opinion which your Royal Highneſs 
has of our Philoſopher, is perfectly juſt, 
and ſuch as the depth and ſolidity of his 
Judgment merit; and although we are not 
yet arrived at what is the moſt profound and 

intereſt- 
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intereſting in his Metaphyſics, yet we have 
already met in our way ſo many grand 
ideas, as are ſufficient to recompenſe us 
largely for our undertaking. 


You are right, My Lord, in ſaying that 
all thoſe, who are defirous of learning to rea- 


ſon juſtly, ſhould ſtudy Nolf's Metaphy- 


ſies: but although they read and even learn- 


ed all his works by heart, they would not 
all reaſon juſtly; for without conſidering 
that to learn to reaſon from Wolf, we muſt 
poſſeſs a fund of good ſenſe and judgement, 
which are the gifts of nature, and not the 
fruzts of ſtudy -e muſt alſo reflect that 


to be always in a ſtate of mind to make uſe 


of that facility and juſtneſs of reaſoning, 
which we may have been able to acquire— 
we muſt alſo be entirely free from the paſ- 
ſions which may counteract that liberty.— 
Do not the paſſions in general ſtifle the 
voice of reaſon? To reaſon juſtly then, 
Metaphyſics muſt. begin by diveſting men 
of their paſſions. But what does your High- 
neſs think would reſult from it, ſhould man 
purchaſe by the ſacrifice of his paſſions, the 
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faction to inform you that his logick is in 


the preſs, and that they will inſtantly begin 
to tranſlate his morality.—As for the Meta- 
phyſics, the tranſlation is found ſo good, cor: 
re& and conciſe, that it is judged ſuperflu- 


ous to undertake another, as the parties would 


expoſe themſelves either to become plagia- 


riſts, or to give one leſs perfect, and leſs 
exact. This account which I ſend you, 


contains the ſituation in which the republic 


of letters 1s at preſent with us.—As to mine 


in particular, I am but little ſatisfied with 
it, being ſeparated from you. lt ſeems that 
I cannot live without my dear Draphane. 
What joy ſhall I feel when I ſee you again, 
and when by word of mouth I can reiterate 
the proteſtations of the true eſteem with 
which 


I am, 


My dear DiArHANE, 
Your very faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK. 


LET 
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LET TE R KY: 


Dreſden, Augiuft 1 2, 2736. 
MY LoRD. | 


WITH equal joy and reſpe& I have 

Juſt received the letter with which 
you were pleaſed to honour me, from the 
Camp at Yelau, and which, by ſome miſ- 
underſtanding has made ſeveral circuits be- 
fore it reached my hands.—I am not at all 
ſurpriſed, My Lord, to learn that your mi- 
litary occupations have not made you ioſe 
fight of our philoſophy, well knowing, that 
a genius ſo great, ſo happy, and above all 
ſo active as that of your Royal Highneſs, 
finds time for every thing. Let me be per- 
mitted to tell you, My Lord, without flat- 
tery, that a prophetic ſpirit ſeems to unveil 
to me that your Royal Highneſs by this 
rranſcendent quality, one of the moſt pre- 
cious without doubt, and moſt neceſſary for 
a Prince to be endowed with, will one day 
be the aſtoniſhment of Europe, and the ad- 
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knowing your chagrins, as to be able to re- 
move them. But unfortunately I have rea- 
ſon to doubt, I ſhall never have it in my 
power—that I ſhall never be the efficient 
cauſe of your happineſs and fortune. 


I am going at preſent to retire to my dear 
ſolitude, where I ſhall give a full career to 
my ſtudies. Wolf, as you may believe, 
will occupy his place; Rollin ſhall have his 
hours, and the reſt ſhall be conſecrated to 
the Gods of tranquillity and repoſe. A cer- 
tain poet of whom you have heard ſpeak, 
or whoſe works you have read, Greſſet, vi- 
fits me, and with him, the Abbe Jordan, 
Keiſerling, Fouquet, and Major Stille. What 
fatality ſeparates us my dear Diaphane, why 
can we not at Reinſberg ſee our days flow 
together in the breaft of truth and inno- 
cence ? 


Li ſous un geil ſerein, aſſis au pied des hetres, 
Nous etudions Wolff en depit de nos pretres, 

Les grices et les ris ont acces en ces lieux, 

Sans pourtant excepter aucun des autres Dieux. 
Tantot quand nous ſentons bouillenner notre verve, 
Nous chantons en Phonneur de Mars et de Minerve; 
Tantot le verre en main, nous celebrons Bacchus, 

Et la nuit nous payons nos tribu:s a Venus,— — 


Beneath 


1 
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Beneath our beechen trees, and happy ſkies, 

We ſtudy HF nor fear the clergy's eyes.— 
The Smiles and Graces here have free acceſs, 
Nor do our joys the other Gods repreſs.— 

At times, when Poeſy fires, and glory warms, 
We fing of Pallas and the God of arms; 

At times we drown the roſy God of wine, 

And crown our nights at Venus' happy ſhrine, — 


Such is the confeſſion I make you of the 
life we lead in the happy reſidence in which 
may Heaven long preſerve us. As to what 
you tell me of Wolf's philoſophy, you will 
be much ſurpriſed to hear that his fate 1s 
that of the times, and without having a 
Court thermometer*, it is impoſſible to know 
what credit he is actually in. But theſe are 
things with which I trouble myſelf but lit- 
tle; for when we know the cauſe of that 
uncertainty and diverſity, we enquire no 
more about the reaſon of things which are 
governed by arbitrary caprice, and contra- 
dictory obſtinacy, —Excuſe the terms I be- 
ſeech you, ſhould you think I have ſaid too 
much.—As to the tranſlation of the other 
works of our Philoſopher, I have the ſatis- 

F 2 faction 


This refers to the perſecutions of Voß, whom calumny 
had endeavoured to injure at the Court of Berliz, and which 
was but too much attended to for ſome time. 
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advantage of never hearing any other voice 
but that of reaſon? Though they often de- 
baſe man, it is not leſs true, that by them al- 
1 ſo he is rendered truly great by them he is 
| raiſed to the moſt fublime virtues. Should 
the paſſions be ſuppreſſed, farewell to noble 
virtues ! To great actions! To heroiſm !— 
No! No! My Lord, your Royal Highneſs 
would loſe too much by the change, or ra- 
ther the world would loſe too much by it.— 
Preſerve then all the noble and ſublime 
paſſions of which your great ſoul is ſuſcep- 
tible, keeping them, as you well know how 
to do, under the ſceptre of reaſon, they 
will never produce any thing but what 1s 
noble and juſt—never any thing but what is 
worthy of praiſe and admiration. 
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[ have but a few ſheets to ſend to your 
Royal Highneſs to day. For as you did me 
the honour to with a happy ſucceſs to my 
deſigns, I feel myſelf fo much encouraged 
by this wiſh, that I neglect nothing to bring 
it to a concluſion, which occupies a great part 
of my time. My higheſt hope will ever 
be, that circumſtances may turn out in ſuch a 
manner that I may one day enjoy the hap- 

; pineſs 
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pineſs of paſſing my days near your Royal 
Highneſs, to the end that I may be able, 
in conſecrating them to you, to give you 
proofs as ſincere and convincing as I deſire, 
of the profound reſpect and entire devotion 


with which TI ſhall be for life.—&c. 
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Dreſden, Auguſt 27, 1736. 
MY LORD, 


HE reſtleſs inquietude I felt fince I 
knew your Royal Highneſs engaged in 

a long and troubleſome journey, could not 
be better calmed than by the precious letter 
you have honoured me with fince your return. 
For the aſſurance that your Royal Highneſs 
enjoys perfect health, ſuch as my moſt 
ardent wiſhes and prayers are inceſſantly 
addrefled to heaven to grant you, aſſures 
and makes me perfectly eaſy, on all the 
other events which regards me in this world. 
And when reflecting on myſelf, there ſhould 
remain ſome little ſadneſs, the generous 
goodneſs with which your Royal Highneſs 
intereſts yourſelf in my deſtiny, has given 
me ſo pure, lively, and perfect a joy, that 
I now defy the whole world to diſturb my 
tranquillity, —The ſolid reflections which it 
has pleaſed your Royal Highneſs to add, 


have 


23 
78 
have made me a compleat Stoic. Philoſo- 
phical reaſons without doubt, confirm each 
other and have no occaſion for extraneous 
ſupport ; nevertheleſs they appear to have 
more force when urged by a great Prince, 
at leaſt they ſtrike more forcibly, perhaps 
becauſe we are not accuſtomed to ſee them 
flow from ſuch a ſource. It is true, I am 
not in the ſituation of the reſt of mankind, 
I enjoy the happineſs of ſeeing this wonder 
ſo near, that I ought to admire without be- 
ing aſtoniſhed at it. But, my Lord, you 
appear to the univerſe fo accompliſhed a 
Prince, and of ſo new a model, you mult 
not expect the aſtoniſhment you have ex- 
cited will ceaſe, but with the life of all 
thoſe whoſe happineſs and admiration you 
are going to confirm. 
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The poetical deſcription, lively and 
charming as it was, which your Royal 
Highneſs was fo obliging to give me of your 
retreat, produced in me two contrary ſenſa- 
tions l feel extreme pleaſure when I reflect 
that your great ſoul enjoys there, that ſoli- 
tude and tranquillity which it ſeeks through 
inclination and prefers from reaſon, as it finds 

there 
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ſtructive to human natute.—Poorer by ſome 
Heros, but how much richer in men would 
we not be, who have fallen mercenary 
victims to the rage and immeaſurable ambi- 
tion of their maſters. Let us fear nothing 
4} on this article, My dear Djaphane ! In un- 
_ enlightened times, the Socrates, the Plates, 
1 the Ariftotles were the flambeaus which 
| illuminated the world, yet man remained 
1 perverſe, and given up to the avidity of his 
48 | paſſions. The age in which we live, more 
# enlightened than that, may reckon the 
Deſcartes, the Leibutzs, the Newtons, the 
IFo!ffs, people as much ſupertor to the others, 
as mature age 1s to infancy ; nevertheleſs 
we have nothing to fear, that theſe people 
notwithſtanding evidence and reaſon, will 
ever teach us to prefer ſpiritual things, to 
thoſe which ſtrike our ſenſes. According to 
all appearances, we ſhall continue to reaſon 
better in this world, but our actions will not 
be more worthy on that account. 
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[ received the pamphlets which you fent 
me, with real joy, and I affure you I will 
not forget my obligations to you for them. 
How is it poſſible, employed as you are, you 

can 
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can yet find time to tranſlate ſuch a ſevere, 
dry and fatiguing work, —I wiſh with all 
my heart that the ſucceſs of your labours 
may anſwer to the juſtice due to you. No, 
it is not permitted that people of your merit 
ſhould go in queſt of fortune, ſhe ought, like 
a vile ſlave, to wear the chains of merit and 


be obliged to follow it. 


My wiſhes, My dear Dyaphane, corre» 
ſpond exactly with yours: if you teſtify 
your deſires to be near to me, I can afſure 
you I do not with it leſs May heaven 
be more indulgent to my wiſhes than it has 
yet been, * to grant the moſt ardent of them! 
May it join our deſtinies in ſuch a manner 
as that death only may be able to ſeparate 
us, or hinder me from giving you proofs of 


the true eſteem and ſincere friend ſhip with 
which 


I am, 


My dear DiayHang, 
Your very faithfully affectionate 
© FREDERICK. 


This paſſage will be unintelligible to thoſe readers, who 


do not know what the Prince Royal of Prufiia, Charles 
Frederick, had to ſuffer from the rigour of his father, Milliam 


the Firſt, King of Pruffia, See Voltaire's Memoirs of his 
own Life, 
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LIT TE 


Remuſterg,* Augult 26, 1736. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


[| Cannot comprehend what Demon, or 

what evil Star can have detained ſo long 
on the road, my letter dated at the Camp of 
Peace. Deſtiny, jealous of the pleaſure 1 
take in writing to you, muſt have created 


ſome obſtacle to the facility of correſpond- 
ence. 


You know how to give ſo ſingular and 
obliging a turn to the Metaphyſical topics 
which conſtitute the general ſubſtance of 
your letters; that philoſophy little ſuſcepti - 
ble of allurements appears in your hands to aſ- 


ſume the air of politeneſs.— If the celebrated 


Fontenelle, 


* The ancient name of Reiuſberg Caſtle, on account of the 
iſle of Remus. | 


l ——— _ 


25 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 7 


Fontenelle, knew how to purge aſtronomy, * 
from the abſtruſeneſs of pedantry, you ſhew 
us how your ſuperior genius can give a 


pleaſing turn to Metaphyſicks ; it becomes 


a bulineſs of politeneſs in your hands. 


Nature, it is true, owed to France a genius 
like Fontenelle's. Reaſon, owed us one, like 
yours, who made us conſider her on her 
amiable fide, and diveſted the public of thoſe 
prejudices they had .long imbibed againſt 
her; for her emblem was that of a ſevere 
old man, and this 1s what rendered her 
odious.—Your modeſty forbids me to con- 
tinue, I ſtop therefore in this rich career, in 
the midſt of thoſe eulogiums which truth 
inſpires, and return to your letter. 


I do not perceive that philoſophy would 
do us much hurt, by delivering us from 
cruel ambition, or the inſatiable thirſt after 
riches, thoſe ſources of bloody wars fo de- 

| ſtructive 


* This undoubtedly alludes to the work of Fontenelle, on 
the plurality of worlds. This little work written in the form 
of letters to a Marchioneſs, is cellebrated for the ingenious, 
delicate, gay and gallant turn, even which the author has 
given to the ſubject he therein treats» 
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there with more facility the nouriſhment 
{ſuitable to its defires ; but I feel alſo a cruel 
mortification at not being able to paſs my 
days there alſo, and to participate the hap- 
pineſs of thoſe who enjoy the company and 
converſation of your Roval Highneſs. No, 
this ordeal is the only one which I expect 
from my Stoiciſm, and if hope did not ſup- 
port me, I ſhould without doubt fink under it. 


Wlf"s philoſophy is in ſafety ſince it has 
obtained favour with your Royal Highneſs; 
and I hope in gratitude for the protection 
which your Lordſhip is to grant him, and 
from your example, he will pardon me for 
the injury he may receive from my tranſla- 
tion, notwithſtanding the eulogium your Roy- 
al Highneis has been pleated to beſtow on 
it,—W hat encourages me ſtil] further is, the 
hope that the other tranſlations at preſent in 
hand, which I hear with great pleature, will 
indemuify him for what he may ſuffer from 
mine. 


Accept, My Lord, the aſſurances of my 
profound reſpect and perfect devotion, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM, 
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Remuſterg, September 3, 1736. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


OU demonſtrate to me in the moſt 

obliging terms in the world, the in- 
tereſt you take in my health; and be 
aſſured that you, more than any body, have 
reaſon ſo to do. Without borrowing a lan- 
guage which is not natural to me, (I mean 
that of deceit) I can aſſure you that I eſteem 
you infinitely ; and to make you feel it more 
ſenſibly, I ſhall content myſelf with telling 
you, that my friendſhip equals your merit. 


It is very natural and juſt that I ſhould 
intereſt myſelf with warmth in whatever 
concerns you; it is the duty of a friend, it 
is the duty of juſtice and equity, which de- 
mands that happineſs ſhould be proportioned 
to the excellence of our virtues, and it is 
this reaſon, induced by ſympathy, that I 
G wiſh 
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wiſh to ſerye you.—You know, without 
my repeating it, that a knowledge of the 
pertections of the object 1s the firſt cauſe of 
pleaſure in love, and in friendſhip, founded 
on eſtzem. And it 1s the repreſentation which 
my ſoul has formed of yours, on which the 
perfect eſteem I have for you is founded. It 
is for this reaſon that I intereſt myſelf in 
what concerns your deſtiny, that I prefer 
wiſhes for your health, and long for the 
power of eſtabliſhing your happineſs. Let 
me no more be the ſubje& of your letters, 
My dear Diaphane, there is nothing ſeduces 
ſo much the heart of man as eulogiums and 
| praiſes; and I believe you too much my 
i friend, to think you capable of plunging 
me into the moſt ridiculous vice which can 
degrade a mortal, into that fooliſh vanity 
| which makes him conceive a wonderful 
| | Idea of his own perſon, 


If my verſes have given you the deſire of 
coming here, they have produced the effect 
which I intended. I ſhould be charmed to 
ſee you, and that ſome affairs in Holſtein, 
might direct your ſteps to this quarter, and 


yet 
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yet more, if your purſe was in a condition to 
ſupport ſuch journeys. 


With reſpect to Wolff, I reſerve to a 
future day the proofs of my gratitude ; and 
I hope you will be perſuaded, that 1 am per- 
fectly ſenſible of the trouble you have taken, 
that I feel all the extent of the obligation 
which I owe to him who teaches me to 
reaſon, and who rectifies and enlightens my 
1deas,—It is to be hoped, that the future, 
more fertile in expedients than the paſt, 
w1ll produce ſome favourable opportuaity to 
enable me to prove indubitably, that 


I am, 5 I 
With perfect eſteem, 
My dear Diaphane, 
Vour very faithful and 
affectionate friend, 


FREDERICK. 


G 2 
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Dreſden, September 3, 1736. 
MY LORD, 


T is above my power to expreſs the emo- 
tions I felt at the gracious letter with 


I 


which your Royal Highneſs was pleaſed to 


honour me the 26th of the laſt month, much 
above my pen to paint with colours as ani- 
mated as they were faithful, that tenderneſs, 
mixt with confuſion, thoſe ſentiments of 


reſpect and gratitude, with which I was 


penetrated. —But do not believe, My Lord, 


that it was the eulogium you were pleaſed to 


beſtow on me, that has touched me fo 


ſtrongly.—No ! My Lord, it is ſomething 


infinitely more flattering, more intereſting 


to me; it is the proof I find of your in- 
eſtimable friendſhip, it is the tender intereſt 
you have deigned to take in my deſtiny, 
and which ſoftens all its rigour.— Ves, if 
any thing in this world is capable of mak- 
ing me vain, it ſurely is not the little merit 

I may 
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I may be endowed with, it is that only 
which I draw from the eſteem and favour 
your Royal Highneſs has deigned volun- 
tarily to honour me with. For my perſon- 
al ſatisfaction, it is ſufficient, My Lord, to 
hope, that your Royal Highneſs does not 
find me unworthy of your good graces, and 
that ſuch as I am, you will not diſdain my 
homage, or, if I dare ſay it, my adorations. 
— For if ever mortal merited to be adored, 
it was ſurely a Prince, who like you, unit- 
ed-in his perſon, the moſt rare and eminent 
qualities, and the ſublimeſt virtues; a 
Prince, who like you, taking for model all 
the great men who ever appeared, and 
chuſing from their reſpective characters, 
what might enter into one perfect indivi- 
dual, endeavoured from them to form his 
own. — Do not be offended, My Lord, at 
this effuſion of my ſentiments, which flows 
from the moſt animated and intimate con- 
viction! but ſuffer me to addreſs you in the 
language of truth, which knows no flat- 
tery; poſterity will diſcover ſome day that to 
her alone I render homage ! 


G 3 I agree 
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I agree with your Royal Highneſs, that 
flattery may ſeduce and corrupt the heart 
even of a Prince, but it will ſurely never be 
that of a Prince, who like you, finds in the 
moſt inſinuating praiſe, nothing but food to 
nouriſh his modeſty; it will never be that 
of a Prince, who, knowing as well as you 
how to appreciate true merit, cannot fail to 
diſcern betwixt true and falſe praiſes ; of a 
Prince in ſhort, who abhorring the dupli- 
city of adulators, 1s always ready to unmaſk 
and confound their vile flattery; always 
ready to apoſtrophiſe them with the un- 
happy Phedra, 


Deteftailes Patteurs, preſent le plus Funeſte 
Aue puiſſe faire aux Rois la colere celefte ! 


Deteſted Sycophants to Kings were given, 
A fatal preſent from offended Heav'n! 


Yes, My Lord, a Prince like you may 
receive without ſcruple, and in perfect 
ſecurity, the moſt flattering eulogiums, the 
moſt ſeducing praiſes, and may take pleaſure 
even therein; he may accept the juſt homage 


due to his virtues, without fear of forget- 


ting himſelf or being dazzled by them ; he 


may 
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may even innocently, and without weak- 
neſs, lend a calm and indulgent ear to 1n- 
tereſted and artificial praiſe ; it is even the 
greateſt, the nobleſt triumph of his virtue, 
to conduct it ſafe through theſe ſurrounding 
dangers ; it is the ſureſt token he can give 
of the grandeur of his ſoul and the ſolidity 
of his virtue, to elevate himſelf beyond 
the reach of all the attacks of the moſt 


ſeductive flattery. But where does the 


enthuſiaſm of truth lead me? I am afraid 
of diſpleaſing your Royal Highneſs, and 
this fear prevails over the pleaſure of pour- 
ing forth the moſt delightful ſentiment of 
my ſoul. I will therefore refrain, and how- 
ever painful it may be to me to be ſilent, I 
will not purchaſe happineſs, at the riſk of 
incurring your diſpleaſure, or of ever giv- 


ing you the leaſt reaſon to doubt of the per- 


fect ſubmiſſion and profound reſpect with 
which I ſhall remain to my laſt ſigh, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 
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Pot/dam, September 12, 1736. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


FS Circuits, the bye roads, which 
your letter take before they are deliver- 
ed to me, always retard my anſwers. I 
have juſt received that of the third with the 
incloſed. I think it ſuperfluous to repeat to 
you the aſſurances of my gratitude for the 
trouble you give yourſelf.— By an happy 
accident, I am informed you with to have a 
Paris watch, and by another, ſuch a watch 
is fallen into my hands. I ſend it to you 
with this letter, My dear Diaphane, and I 
hope you will accept it as a feuble mark of 
my friendſhip.— It is not by the agency of 
this watch, you will learn to know what 
time is, Wolff taught it to us both, I beg 
you to believe, My dear Diaphane, there 1s 
nothing I with more ardently than to be able 
to give you ſuch ſucceſſive marks of my 
friendſhip, that the future epochas of your 
life may be reckoned only by my kindneſs. 


I I can- 
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I cannot finiſh this letter without beg- 
ging you once more ſeriouſly not to beſtow 
on me in yours, either the words great or 
ſublime. In reading them I imagine they 
are addreſſed to ſome other perſon, for I do 
not know myſelf at all by the features you 
delineate, See in me only a fincere friend, 
and you will never be deceived ; but do not 
exalt the merits I poſſeſs not, and which 
make me bluſh at my deficiency, 


Agdieu, my dear DiayHANE, 


Jam entirely yours, 


FREDERICK, 


go FAMILIAR CORRESPONDENCE 


LE TT B K NID. 


Dreſden, September 28th 1736. 
MY LORD, 


THE gracious token which your Royal 

Highneſs has been pleaſed to give me 
of your recollection and friendſhip, has 
given me exceſſive joy, as much by the 
obliging letter of the 12th, as by the charm- 
ing preſent which accompanied it, that 
there are no expreſſions capable of con- 


veying my gratitude in a manner worthy 


of it. —Ah! I feel, My Lord, the arms 
which philoſophy offers us againſt the exceſs 


of grief, are too weak againſt the tranſports 


of joy; and I, who am already (I dare ad- 
vance it) ſufficiently fortified againſt the 
ſtrokes of adverſity, am ready to fall at the 
firſt aſſault of felicity. Ves, My Lord, be- 
believe the ſicerity of my heart! I do not 
exaggerate ; to me it is the higheſt felicity on 
earth, to think only of the generous favours, 
the precious tokens of that ineſtimable 
n which the greateſt, the worthieſt 


Prince 
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Prince heaps upon me. In the tranſports 
of joy with which my heart is, as it were, 


toxicated, what expreſſion remains which 


can correſpond with the ardour of that ſen- 
{ation which burns my ſoul ? It is a paſſion! 


It is love! My poor body is too weak to 


ſupport ſo powerful an emotion, too feeble 
to nouriſh ſo ardent a fire, which is capable 
of conſuming it; and the moment when 
my tranquil ſoul reaſſumes its peaceful ſeat, 
is that in which I begin to be able faintly to 
_ expreſs, as at preſent, a light ſketch of thoſe 


ineffable ſentiments with which my ſoul is 
filled, 


Who will ever be able to conceive the af- 
fection which I have for this charming watch, 
this precious pledge which it has pleaſed 
your Royal Highneſs to give of your friend- 
ſhip. Yes, I idolize 1it—A hundred times 
a day I take delight in making it repeat. 
But that which touches me ſo ſenſibly, is 
not ſurely ſo much the preſent in itſelf, as 
the noble and delicate manner in which it 
was offered me, and the obliging expreſ- 
ſions which accompanied it. Oh! you 
have a ſecret, My Lord, which infinitely 

augments 
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augments the value of your kindneſs ! Be 
perſuaded I beſeech you, that this watch do 
not beat a ſecond, which is not reckoned by 
ſome wiſh of my gratitude ;—not a ſecond 
which do not intercept the ardent defire of 
ſeeing myſelf at your Royal Highneſs's feet, 
to teſtify my adoration. My impatience in 
this reſpect is at its height, and I reckon 
my misfortunes by the moments of melan- 
choly ſeparation in which I ſee myſelf con- 
demned to live abſent from you; and if the 
teſtimonies which your Royal Highneſs is 
pleaſed to renew to me ſo often, if the con- 
tinuation of your good graces did not ſup- 
port me, I ſhould without doubt long ſince 
have fallen under it. But I flatter myſelf 
of being ſoon releaſed from ſo. cruel an incer- 
titude, and to conſole myſelf, in the mean- 
while, by the aſſurances of your good will. 
Preſerve them to me, My Lord, and let my 
life be the price of it ! I will hold it always 


ready, and ſhall efteem myſelf the happieſt 


of men to have it in my power to con ſecrate 


it to you, even to my laſt ſigh, and even to 
facrifice it for you if neceflary, to prove 
with what ſentiments 

I] am, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM, 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 93 


L EE TT T = KR ME 


Remuſberg, October 23, 1736. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


HE two letters you have obligingly 

written to me are this inſtant come to 
hand, with a paquet including ſome tranſ- 
lations from our celebrated Y/olf.—I ſincere- 
ly thank you for them. I cannot, however, 
ſufficiently expreſs my aſtoniſhment at the 
value you place upon the watch I ſent you, 
Your acknowledgments on this occaſion ex- 
ceed all bounds : and whatever may be the 
ſatis faction your heart derives from this tri- 
bute of gratitude, I muſt confeſs it leſſens 
mine. This trifling obje& would have been 
amply repaid by the more precious equival- 
ent of a line from you. You muſt indeed, 
My dear Diaphane, be rich, extravagant» 
ly rich in virtue, ſince you can be ſo indiſ- 


criminatly profuſe when ſo little is expected. 


If a watch, a mere bauble, which in its 
higheſt eſtimation, is but a feeble mark of my 
friendſhip for you, can produce ſuch a ſuper- 
fluity 


— 
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fluity of thanks, what may we not expect 
from a heart that throbs with every impulſe 
of gratitude, There is an inexpreſſible 
pleaſure in the conſciouſneſs of every thing 
I do for you being properly done; but my 
inducement, which, if nicely inveſtigated, 
1s a pleaſure totally my own—1s not ſo pre- 
dominant as to exclude every other motive. 
I truſt you will do me the juſtice to believe 
I am actuated by better principles. 


The account I mean to give of our 
country- leiſure-hours cannot, I flatter my- 
ſelf, be unpleaſing to you. When the perſon 
is dear to us, every thing, however minute 
that comes from him, will be valued accord- 
ingly. Thus amuſements, or rather theſe 
occupations of a mind at eaſe, are divided 
into two claſſes, the agreeable and uſeful. 
The latter comprehends the ſtudy of Phi- 
loſophy, the inveſtigation of Hiſtory, and 
the knowledge of languages; the former 
takes in our different purſuits in muſic, the 
peruſal of ſuch theatrical productions as are 


moſt in vogue, a flight inquiry into maſ- 


querades, and an account of the preſents we 


make. Nevertheleſs you ſhould carry along 
with 
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with you, that thoſe occupations which are 
of a ſerious nature, have always the prefer- 
ence; and I am bold enough to ſay, the uſe 
we make of pleaſure is ever within the 
limits of reaſon. Our amuſements in 
fact, are ſecondary to nobler purſuits, and 
merely ſerve to unbend the mind and tem- 
per the rigid looks of philoſophy, whoſe 
aſpect, you know, is ſeldom ſmoothed by 
the Graces, 


Our unhappy ſituation and lot, as men, 
afford us a very narrow pals to tread. On 
each ſide we are expoſed to the Scylla and 
Charybdis of abuſes. There is ſuch a thing 
as excels of wiſdom, there is likewiſe exceſs 
of 1gnorance ; the ridicule conſequent upon 
them both is nearly equal; ſo that to ſteer 
a middle courſe with wiſdom and diſcretion, 
it is highly requiſite to avoid the two ex- 
tremes, and by aſſimilating the one to the 
other, to make them both equally conducive 
to our welfare. 


It would be ſuperfluous, indeed a treſpaſs 
upon the patience of one who 1s in the 
bourly habit of hearing and ſeeing every 

thing 
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thing that paſtes at a faſhionable court, to 
pretend to give him the anecdotes we 
gather here; I have therefore only one way 
left me to eſcape from the inſipidity of a 
fruitleſs letter, which is to recommend to 
your ſerious peruſal, Seneca's chapter upon 
the contempt of riches. I have only to 
afſure you the height of my wiſhes would 
be amply obtained, could I afford you more 
ſubſtantial conſolation than is generally to be 


met with in books, and have the ineſtimable 


pleaſure of ſeeing ſuch effects produced, as 
might do honour to my willingneſs to ſerve 
you, and to prove with what fincerity and 
real regard, 


I remain, 
Your very faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK, 
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LE T TER HEEL 


Dreſden, Octoler 24h, 1736. 
MY LORD, 


D OMESTIC embarraſſments having, 

much againſt my inclination, reduced 
me to the very diſagreeable neceſſity of poſt- 
poning my tranſlation, the mortification 
has been greatly increaſed upon my return 
to town, by learning in a letter from Berlin, 
that two of my pacquets have been kept back 


without my being able to aſſign a Reaſon for 


their retardment; I did not however omit 
making immediate inquiry into the matter, 


in order to prevent for the future ſo diſtreſſing 


an inconvenience. I have the confidence to 
hope, My Lord, you will attribute this 
ſeeming omiſſion to its real cauſe, and to 
reſt aſſured that the ambition of my life will 
be, as it ever has been, to execute with un- 
wearied zeal and exactitude, every injunction 
your Royal Highneſs may judge fit to honour 
me with, PE: 
My 
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My Bookſeller in this town, has ſent 
me the tranſlation of Wolf's Logic, by 
Deſchamps*. T gave it that immediate peru- 
ſal which the merit of the original naturally 
claimed, and, in my humble opinion, the 
tranflator has done him juſtice, After 


having 


* Fean Deſchamps, ſecond brother to him who died Miniſter 
at Berlin, in 1785, was attached to the ſervice of the church 
at Reinſberg, as candidate, and having preached before the 
Court, he afſumed the title of Chaplain.—The Prince Royal 
never attended his ſermons. M. Deſchamps having been 
one of Wolf's diſciples at Marbourg, tranſlated firſt, his 
German Logic into F rench, the tranflation was well received 
by the public.— He afterwards publiſhed an entire courſe of 
Iolf*s philoſophy, in a ſeries of letters addrefled to one of 
his friends, a young Theologian, called Cabriz, who died in 
1741, Miniſter of the church at Fraacſort upon the Oder,— 
Theſe letters finiſhed in general by ſome literary intelligence. 
M. de Foltaire arrived at Berlin in 1740, Deſebamps took it 
into his head to put his portrait at the end of one of his let- 
tors, and to repreſent him by a very ugly and ridiculous ca- 


ricature.— The King irritated by this imprudent ſally, gave 


orders for a comedy to be performcd in the Caſtle, of which 
it was ſuppoſed he himſelf was the author.—In one of the 
ſcenes, a Bookſeller in his magazine indicates the works which 
had a good fale, and of which he had fold the moſt; after- 
wards he produces vaſt piles of volumes heaped upon each 
other, ſaying, ** This is De/champ's Philoſophy, which I ſell 
& by the yard.” — When Deſchamp heard it, he was hurt to 
the ſoul, he ſhut himſelf up for a few days, and then ſet out 
without ſaying a word to any body, went to Caſſl, where he 
got himſelf ordained, thence to London, where he was Mi- 
niſter of the church in the Savoy, and died in 1760, 


* * 


iz 
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having read it with the avidity a favourite 
work inſpires, I fell inſenſibly upon the 
Dedication, which had eſcaped my curio- 
ſity. I muſt, in juſtice to my own feelings, 

and the veneration I bear your illuſtrious 
_ perſon, confeſs that the fight of your Royal 
Highneſs's name, occaſioned a revolution 
within me. The current of my blood was 
quickened in its circulation, and I felt an 
unknown ſenſation. Nor will I conceal the 
truth from him who is ſo nearly acquainted 
with every impulſe of my ſoul, but inge- 
nuoufly declare I think it was the effect of 
envy. In vindication, however, of myſelf, 
I muſt at the ſame time aſſure you, the im- 
preſſion was a tranſient gleam, which eafily 
died away when reaſon appeared, and ena- 
bled me to ſtifle a ſentiment ſo unworthy a 
man whom you diſtinguiſhed by ſo much 
kindneſs. The only return I aſk or expect 
for this candour in acknowledging my fault, 
is, a preſumptuous reliance on the total ob- 
livion which your Royal Highneſs will 
throw upon my weakneſs, and by that in- 
dulgence fave me from a ſtate of confuſion, 
into which the leaft ſyllable from you con- 
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cerning the ſubject muſt inevitably plunge 
Me. 


I have peruſed the Epiſtle with that 
eagerneſs of thought and inward: intereſt, 
which every thing that concerns your Royal 
Highneſs muſt ever inſpire : Iimagined my- 
ſelf in your place at the time, or rather I 
felt my ſoul lifted beyond her ſphere by the 
conſciouſneſs of ſo many ſhining virtues; 
it was then I experienced a ſpecies of modeſt 
aukwardneſs at the glaring truths I read. 
Not that, in contradiction to the general 
voice of mankind, I was unjuſt enough to 
deny your virtues, that tribute which can 
never be ſufficiently paid, and which is 
feebly given in this Epiſtle, but becauſe I 
know your unwillingneſs to be portrayed as 
you ought; and the embarraſsment you la- 
bour under the nearer the picture approach- 
es to reality. But am I not inſenſibly fall- 
ing into a fault for which you have ſo fre- 
quently blamed me? Forgive me, My Lord, 
reaſon cannot always curb the impulſe of in- 
gratitude that is urged by irreſiſtible truth, 
and whatever may be my reſolution to the 
contrary, my heart dictates, and I obey: 

1c 
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it is that and the moſt lively ſenſibility which 
ſo often ſurprize me whenever your Royal 
perſon becomes an object of contemplation; 
in this, as in every thing elſe, my will is 
entirely devoted to you, nor can it willfully 
diſobey; but ſpite of every injunction my 
feelings get the better. Nevertheleſs, ſince 
you requeſt it of me, I will keep a ſtrict 
watch over my ſenſes, and I will deny my 
ſoul the ineſtimable pleaſures ſhe derives 
from the tribute each impulſe pays to your 
ſacred character: I will be circumſpe@ in 
my feelings, and however great the ſtrug- 
gle may be between reaſon and nature, in- 
clination ſhall be curbed, whenever my heart, 
too honeſt to conceal its paſſions, and too 
ſincere to mimic what I do not feel, would 
launch beyond its depth into eulogy and 
praiſe. Nay, I will do more! I will—not 
to be wanting in my endeavours to pleaſe 
your Royal Highneſs—ſhould ſuch be your 
pleaſure, debar myſelf the very uſe of lan- 


guage. 


 Monſ. Deſchamps was indeed ſingularly 
happy by having it in his power to preſent 
the public with his work; to them alone he 

H 3 com- 
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communicated ſentiments which only could 
do him honour. He had no riſk to run 
from the dread of offence, being fortunate- 
ly ſcreened by the ignorance of what might 
be agreeable or diſpleaſing to your Royal 
Highneſs; and no man could be bleſſed with 
a fairer occaſion, or a wider field to attempt 


the eulogy of a Prince, whoſe character it 
was his buſineſs to illuſtrate. I confeſs, for 


my own part, I never was more tempted to 
commence writer than on the preſent occa- 
ſion. I felt myſelf agreeably flattered by 
the pleaſing idea that I might, without the 
dread of incurring your diſpleaſure, give 
vent to the dictates of my heart, and for 

once, at leaſt, publiſh my ſentiments at 
large. I am not, however, ſufficiently vain 
to imagine my tranſlation will entitle me to 
ſuch pretenſion, whatever may be the cor- 


rections it ſhall receive, unleſs the whole be 
new modelled. 


I feel myſelf highly ſatisfied with the 
free and honeſt manner in which Deſchamps 
treats the many difficulties to be encountered, 
by the man that attempts to tranſlate from 
German into French; eſpecially to do juſ- 


tice 
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tice to the Metaphyſics of Wolf. Conſe- 
quently if your Royal Highneſs has already 
looked into his prefatory diſcourſe, you may 
have diſcovered that when, without murmur- 
ing or delay, I undertook this tranſlation, my 
eagerneſs to pleaſe you in every thing, ex- 
poſed me to little leſs than an impoſſibility, 


* 0 * — _ — 
N M * = 
. 4 * _ 
N 8 » = 
g v 4 - 
—— — — =. 5 —— — _ 


* — 
* „ — = - — — A 
2 * — — * 


4 — 
——̃ — ES ä•gꝙéI—ETL—— — ͤ H - 
_ - om — ( - 


þ. > Ih "S.. - "l . 
. 
— — — wy — — — — — 


Such, My Lord, is my diſpoſition towards 
you, and ſuch I truſt it will remain until 
my laſt hour; you will hence diſcover that 
ſhould the laſt exceed my ſtrength, my un- 
remitting zeal and attachment will ever con- 
vince you that nothing can be wanting to 
the reſpe& with which I am for life, &c. 
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LU TT TH AK FEURT. 


Remi ſberg, Nov. 7th, 1736. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


HE concern you ſeem to have been in 

reſpecting the punctuality of your ler- 
ter, to me, did not require an apology, as 
you moſt certainly were not in fault. I was 
to blame for having adopted an improper 
channel to have them conveyed to me; and 
T feel myſelf greatly indebted to you for the 


convenience you have given to our correſ- 
pondence, 


Monſ. Deſchamp's dedication, my dear Dia- 
phane, is, I muſt confeſs, exceedingly flat 
and groſs. It is unpardonable in a writer to 
be ſo laviſh of his incenſe, without the leaſt 
regard to the delicacy of him he means to 


_ praiſe! Without knowing the object to be 


extravagantly profuſe in his commendations, 
what is it but to load with indiſcriminate 


applauſe 
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we 


applauſe the hero of a romance, an imagi- 
nary being whoſe exiſtence is in the author's 
brain? Some excuſe, ſome palliation might 
be found in vindication of this epiſtle, had 
it been prefatory to a tragedy, or Epic 
poem; a thouſand apologies might be fram- 
ed for the extravagance of the writer; what 
he denied to reaſon might be juſtly account- 
ed for by the fire of poetry, and the fond 
illuſion of a heated imagination. But at 
the head of a tranſlation whoſe whole ſub- 
ject is ſober logic, for an author to prove in 
his dedication an inability to put into practice 
what the original ſo forcibly points out, in- 
dicates, in my opinion, a want of judgment, 
and renders him a literary culprit. When 
the tranſlation in queſtion was delivered to 
me from the author, I requeſted my thanks 
might be given for the valuable work he 
had obligingly dedicated to me; but I took 
care at the ſame time to let him know, that, 
feeling as I did, the honour he deſigned me 
by the dedication, 1 ſhould be wanting in 
gratitude and candour, did I not inform 
him I moſt fincerely wiſhed, for his ſake, the 
Epiſtle had been altered. 


Few 
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Few people, I believe, have ſo largely 
expatiated upon the ſubject of a dedication, 
as I have in the preſent letter. As to the 
work itſelf, it appears to me to have been 


catefully executed, and is by no means in- 


jurious to the original. There was, however, 
no occaſion for him to enlarge ſo amply in 
his preface, upon the numerous difficulties 
to be met with in his tranſlating of Ve 
Metaphyſics. The obligation I feel myſclf 
under for this excellent work cannot be in- 
creaſed by the teſtimony of the ableſt head, 
Its chief value, at leaſt in my eyes, is the 
conſciouſneſs of your having undertaken it 
purely to oblige me: and although the tran- 
{lation be inimitably well done, and faith- 


fully accurate, ſtill the certainty of its being 


a pledge of your friendſhip towards me, de- 
ſtroys every other conſideration. 


The current of our days in this delight- 
ful retirement runs as ſmooth as innocence 
could wiſh. Our party is agreeable, and 
our hours molt pleaſantly portioned out. I 
only regret, my dear Diaphane, you are not 
one. There ſeems a void without you, 
which, in addition to our country amuſe- 
ments, 
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ments, might be filled up by the ſweets of 
friendly intercourſe; I ſhould then at leaſt 
have the ſatis faction to ſee you, to converſe 
with you, and to aſſure you perſonally of 
the great eſteem and friendſhip with which 
Jam for life, 


My dear DrAPHANE, 


Your faithful and 


Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK, 


LET- 


„ 
it . 
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Dreſden, Octoler 29th, 1738. 
MY LORD, 


HROUGH what ſtrange fatality, that 

ſeems to militate againſt my peace by 
preventing the arrival of my pacquets, am 
I doomed to experience the dread and appre- 
henſion of its being poſſible for your Royal 
Highneſs to ſuppoſe me leſs eager in my 
with to ſerve you ? A ſuppoſition, My Lord, 
which muſt inevitably afflict me more than 
any misfortune I might otherwiſe experi- 
ence, and would be the more ſeverely felt, 
as F am conſcious I have never wilfully de- 
ſerved it, and I truſt never ſhall. By the 
laſt accounts from Berlin, which are this 
inſtant arrived, I am informed my laſt pac- 
quet but one, 1s ſtill on its way ; but Hea- 


ven he thanked, I have at laſt got at the real 


cauſe, and have adopted ſuch meaſures as 

muſt prevent it in future. Your Royal 

Highneſs will, upon the receipt of my laſt. 
pac- 
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pacquet, which I truſt will accompany the 
other three, be acquainted with the remedy 
my reaſon ſuggeſted, 


The life I lead, ſince I have been debar- 
red your Royal preſence, is truly lamentable 
in fact I do little better than vegetate.— 
Miſerable, however, as my ſtate of mind 
appears, the langoui it experiences would 
be eaſily done away, were my drooping 
ſpirits relieved by the ſweet conſolation of a 
word from you—Heaven only knows the 
value I ſet upon ſuch communication, which 
might be engraved upon the heart of eyery 
honeſt man, and 1s ſo deeply rooted in mine, 
It is difficult for a mind accuſtomed to ſuch 
endearing comfort, to find itſelf deprived of 
it without ſuffering the greateſt violence; a 
misfortune, the more ſeverely felt, as every 
hour convinces me I muſt be miſerable, ſo 
long as I am denied the only ſolace left me 
in my preſent ſituation. In vain do I ſee 
myſelf arrived at the concluſion of our Me- 
taphyſical treatiſe, the power of argument 
has no effect upon me in my preſent neceſ- 
fities. You alone, My Lord, poſſeſs more 

influence over my ſoul, than all the boaſted 
Wile 
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wiſdom of philoſophy ; and I dare aſſert 
that one letter, ſuch as your generous friend- 
ſhip can dictate, is more than ſufficient to 
weigh down the heavieſt load of fortune. 
One comfort, however, ſtill remains in the 
flattering hope that ere long I ſhall be able 
to throw myſelf at your Royal Highneſs's 
feet, and to make up for the ſeverity of ab- 
ſence by the ineſtimable pleaſure of conver- 
fing with you. Had I been bleſſed with 
foreſight, and glanced at futurity, my wiſh 
might have been already accompliſhed ; nor 
ſhould I have ſacrificed to a journey and fruit- 
leſs ſolicitations; the precious hours I might 
have ſo profitably paſſed. 


Indeed, the life of man is of too ſhort du- 
ration to afford a ſufficiently early opportu- 
nity of making uſe of ſuch prudence as 
might prevent our making unneceffary pur- 
ſuits, and loſing that time which never can 
be regained. How happy would a mortal be, 
and how ſmoothly would he walk the paths 


of this world, did he, upon the opening of 


reaſon habituate himſelf to the ſtudy of 
mankind, and form opinions from his own 


ſen- 
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ſenſations! And if a private individual might 
derive ſuch eſſential advantages from this 
application of the mind, how much ſuperi- 
or would thoſe advantages be when employed 
by a great prince in the governing of his 
kingdom ! The truth of this obſervation, 
My Lord, will ſome day be amply illuſ⸗ 
trated by vourſelf: for I will venture to ſay 
your Royal Highneſs—if I may judge of 
what will be by what has been—ſhall at the 
age of thirty have made greater progreſs in 
this ſcience, and acquired ſtronger lights 
than the generality of mankind attain at 
eighty, when it is too late to profit by 
them. 


Excuſe, My Lord, this digreſſion— lt has 
flowed ſo naturally from me, that it may 
be looked upon as the neceſſary effect of 
the union and harmony of a ſoul inceſſantly 
taken up in the contemplation of your Royal 
perſon, with a body ever ready to obey the 
impreſiions it receives from you, and always 
diſpoſed to expreſs its willingneſs. I ſhould 
look upon this moment as the moſt favour- 


able one poſſible, if your Royal Highneſs 


Were 
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were pleaſed to find a reaſon ſufficient to 
perſuade you fully that it is with heart and 
ſoul ; finally, that it is abſolutely with all 


myſelf that I am, and ſhall be during my 


whole life, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 


LE T- 
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Remuſberg, 16th November, 1736. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


8 INC E the meaſures you have lately 

taken relative to our correſpondence, 
every thing goes on as well as poſſible; I 
receive your letters regularly enough, but 
rather late; and I pride myſelf on anſwer- 
ing them as ſoon as poſſible. The letter I 
have received to day is of the 2gth of Octo- 
ber. I attribute its having been delayed to 
the circuits it was obliged to make before it 
could come to my hands. Unleſs I have 
ſome indiſpenſable letter to write to the 
Court, or to delicate perſons, to Miniſters 
who immediately take umbrage and condemn 
the leaſt delay, your correſpondence is al- 


ways the firſt. 


I have too lively an intereſt in every thing 
which relates to you, not to be ſenſibly af- 


fected by the little ſucceſs with which your 
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abode at Dreſden has been attended. Tr 


would have been very agreeable to me to 
have ſeen you under my roof : in truth, this 
Journey would not have led you to any thing 


more real ; but at leaſt you would have run 


no riſk of being deceived in beheving you 
came to ſee a friend. You would have 
found me rejoiced to ſee you, and ready to 
have procured youevery entertainment m my 
power. Indeed my houſe is not a place 
where noiſy diverſions are to be met with: 
but 15 not repoſe, tranquillity, and the ſtudy 
of truth, much preferable to the noiſy and 
frivolous pleaſures of this world? I have 
never paſſed ſuch happy days as thoſe I have 
done here. No pleaſure 1s wanting to me 
but that of ſeeing you at Remusberg. If this 


cannot be, you will-not take it amiſs that I 


appoint to meet you at Ber/m, where I ſhall 
certainly be the beginning of December, 
And fince our fate does not permit us to ſee 
each other oftener than once a year, do not 
not deprive me this year of that ſatisfaQtion ; 


for if I begin the new one with you, it will 


be to me the moſt happy augur I can de- 
fire, 


I ſeem 
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I ſeem to ſee you again by my fire ſide, 
and hear you converſe agreeably on ſubjects 
which neither of us comprehend tco clearly, 
but which have nevertheleſs in your mouth 
an air of probability. Hof undoubtedly 
ſays fine and good things, but they may, 
however, be combated, and as ſoon as we 
refer to firſt principles nothing remains to 
us but to confeſs our ignorance. We do 
not live long enough to become very able ; 
moreover we have not capacity ſufficieut to 
examine matters to the bottom ; and other- 
wiſe there are objects which it ſeems the 
Creator has placed at a diſtance, that we 
may have but a ſlender knowledge of them. 
[ ſhall ſoon begin to ſtir the fire which is 
to warm you. Do not, I pray you, my dear 
Diaphane, let my cares be in vain ! I promiſe 
you much friendſhip on my part, it is the 
only money I can pay you with; it is but 
of little value to thoſe who are without 
ſentiment. I do you juſtice enough, my dear 
Diaphane, not to ſuſpe& you even of ſuch 
an inſenſibility. I flatter myſelf that my 
friendſhip is dear to you. It is yet but 
{moke, it is true, but it may be conſoli- 


32 dated ; 
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ſolidated ; it is a good intention, which will 
one day be realiſed; and of which I do not 
deſpair of making you feel the influence. 
This is really preaching patience to you; 
but it is at the ſame time making to you an 
eulogium of the eſteem and conſtant friend - 
ſhip with which 


I am, 
My very dear DIAPHANE, 


Your affectionate and 


Faithful Friend, 


FREDERICK, 


LET. 
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LEST TIA MOL 


Dreſilen, 20th Nowvemeer, 1736. 


MY LORD, 


T HE three gracious letters dated 23d 

October, the 7th and 16th of Novem- 
ber, with which your Royal Highneſs has 
been pleaſed to honour me, came to ſur- 
prize me at a conjuncture and in a difpoſi- 
tion of mind very proper to make me feel 
all the value of them. The attracting de- 
{cription your Royal Highneſs has given me 
of your abode at Remfburgh, the account you 
have been pleaſed to favour me with of the 
wiſe employment of your time, and the de- 
fire you have deigned to expreſs of ſeeing 
me in your peaceful retreat, to partake of 
your rural pleaſures, fo worthy of a philo- 
ſophical Prince—are not all theſe proper to 
inſpire me with an ardent deſire of going to 
paſs in that delicious retreat the few davs 
perhaps I have to live! Finally how much 
does the generous manner in which your 


12 Roval 
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Royal Highneſs intereſts yourſelf in my 
welfare, and the gracious rendezvous you 
give me at Berlin, attach me more and more 
to your auguſt perſon! How defirous do 
they make me of never ſeeing myſelf ſe- 
parated from you! And at the ſame time 
when all theſe ſentiments and defires pene- 
trate in ſo forcible a manner to the bottom 
of my ſoul, in the very moment even, I 
find myſelf under the ſevere neceſſity of 
ſacrificing them to my duty and honour; 
] ſee myſelf reduced to be feparſted from 
you, perhaps alas, for ever ! 


I have the honour to inform your Royal 
Highneſs, that I received a few days ſince 
an order to go to Hubertſberg, whence I am 
returned to day with a commiſſion to go in 
quality of Envoy Extraordinary, to relieve 


the Count de Linar at Peterſburgh. 


How ſhall I deſcribe to your Royal High- 
neſs the violent emotions which the news of 
this unexpected vocation has excited in my 
ſoul ? I who would joyfully give half of the 
remaining part of my life, if by this ſacri- 

fice I could purchaſe the happineſs of paſ- 
ſing 
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ling the other near to your Royal Highneſs, 
and of confſecrating it to your ſervice! I, 
whom an abſence of a few months, a diſ- 
tance of a few miles from you, plunges into 
a langour ready to deſtroy the laſt remains 
of my delicate health; ought not I to look 
upon the order which has to day condemned 
me to a diſtance of more than three hun- 
dred miles from your Royal Highneſs, to 
go and live God knows how many years in 
a rude climate, without the hope of ſeeing 
you, as a ſentence of death paſſed on me:? 
Yet, duty and honour command, reaſon 
makes her voice to be heard, and the ſa- 
crifice is made! Ah! it 1s painful enough to 
make it, to dare to hope that your Royal 
Highneſs, will deign to conſider it as a me- 
rit in me, and to judge me worthy of your 
preſerving for me for ever the generous kind- 
neſs which you have hitherto ſhewn me, 
and which only 1s capable of ſtill ſupporting 
my firmneſs, courage and conſtancy, in the 
painful reſolution I have taken ; which only 
is capable of attaching me to life, by the 
hope, although diſtant, of enjoying it ſome 
day more perfectly than Heaven has been 
pleaſed to permit me to do it hitherto. 

I 4 It 
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It is with this inexpreflible heart break- 
ing grief that I have written this letter. 1 
expect from the friendſhip of your Royal 
Highneſs, all the confolations I am in need 
of in my preſent ſituation, perceiving it 
impoſſible to find them in myſelf. Oh! that 
I could here unveil to you what paſſes in 
my ſoul! You would for ever diſpenſe with 
my reiterating to you the aſſurance of the 
ineffable ſentiments of affection and grati- 
tude with which I am, and ſhall be to my 
grave, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM 
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LETTER XXXII. 


Remuſberg, 25th November, 1736. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


HE letter you laſt wrote to me, hag 

produced in my mind an effect differs 
ent from that of all your former ones. I 
was really afflicted at ſeeing you remove to 
ſuch an enormous diſtance from me. As 
I imagine it to be for your intereſt and 
eſtabliſhment, that you are ſent Envoy Ex- 
traordinary to the Court of Rufia—l ſhould 
conſole myſelf in ſome degree for my loſs of 
you, for the love of yourſelf, if a frightful 
thought did not preſent itſelf to my mind; 


a thought which redoubles my ſorrow, and 
renders me more uneaſy than ever about your 
fate. This 1s, my dear Diaphane, the contraſt 
of the delicacy of your conſtitution with the 
rigour of the climate of Moſcovy. Your 
| health will never bear it, and J fear for you 
the 
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the fate of poor Rabutin*, Permit me to 
tell you, that your Court has been greatly 
deceived in the choice it has made of you 
to replace the Count de Linar. Such men as 
can drink hard and make great ſacrifices to 
the Cyprean Deity, are neceſſary to that 
barbarous Court. I do not believe you find 
your own deſcription in theſe touches. Your 
delicate body is the depoſitory of a fine ſoul, 
ſpiritual and acute. You will always pay 
well in this way; but it is a money not cur- 
rent in the place to which you are going to 
be fent. I avow, that the more I think of 
your preſent deſtination, the more I fear, I 
ſhall be obliged to bid you an eternal adicy. 


You who know and teach fo well what ctcr- 


nity is, do not you tremble at the very 
name? My dear Diaphane, reflect well I 
be- 


*The Conet df Rabatin, here ſpoken of, was a relation of 
the celebrated Roger de Rabutin, Compre de H u/ly, and fon of 
Jean Louis, Compte de Rabutin, Goxernor of Tranſylvania, 
in the lervicz of the Emperor, and Member of his Privy 
Council. The ſon was raiſed by his merit to the rank of 
General, and ſerved his maſter very uſefully in his Ambaſhes 
to the Courts of Berliu and Peterſburgh, at the laſt of which 
he died. 


+ Then it is much changed within the laſt half century, 
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beſeech you, and for a vain ſhadow of an 
eſtabliſhment, do not commit a murder upon 
your own perſon. Of what good will your 
immortal ſoul be to me after your death ? 
The precious ruins of ſo dear a body will 
be of no uſe to me. And if theſe motives 
ſeem not to you powerful enough, to think 
of your family, which you abandon to 
the mercy of every misfortune that may fall 
upon it, and which will be without ſuccour, 
if you ceaſe to exiſt. My counſels may ap- 
pear to you ſuſpicious, becauſe you know 
the friendſhip I have for you. But this ſame 
friendſhip operates ſo as to make me ſee no- 
thing but your advantage. Depart! Croſs 
the ſeas! Seek another climate, and, if it 
were poſſible, another world! My friend- 
ſhip will follow you every where, and I 
ſhall ſay to myſelf that the Univerſe has no 
ſpace which does not become ſacred in con- 
taining you. Ruſſia will become my Greece, 
and Sr. Peterſburgh, a place I never deigned 
to think of, the object of all my wiſhes. 


I flatter myſelf with the pleaſing hope ot 


ſeeing you at Berlin, before your departure: 
I ſhall have tears to reconduct you with, 
and 
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and wiſhes to accompany you. Suffer me 
to make you an avowal of my weakneſs,* 
I bluſh in making it—Friendſhip has juſt 
induced me to make wiſhes which ambition 
would never have excited me to do; but I 
ſhould render myſelf unworthy of your 
eſteem, did I not ſtifle them. 

How feeble a ſecurity 1s philoſophy againſt 
unforeſeen misfortunes. I make an unhappy 
experiment of it; and notwithſtanding all 
that deſtiny has ordained, I wiſh to change 
your's. It is loſing time to think of it, and 
uſeleſs pains to talk about it. After this, is 
it not ſuperfluous to reiterate to you the aſ- 
ſurances of the perfect eſteem which cannot 
be refuſed you, and with which I am for 
ever, &c. | 
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* To defire a throne to make a friend happy ? O adorable 
weakneſs To b!uſhat it! O triumph of virtue! Virtue! 
Friendſhip ! Sacred Celeſtial gifts! What more worthy ho- 
WH | mage did you ever receive! And when was it ever offered to 
you by a greater mind ? 
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MON CHER DE SU HN. 


Ixrer PRETE charmant de la Philoſophie ! 
Quel demon t'arrachant de ces pailibles lieux, 
Dans les climats glaces de la triſte Ruſſie, 

Juſqu'aux limitrophes d'Aſie, 

Te fait chercher de nouveaux Cieux? 
Seroit- ce Vindigence a Vaſpect odieux, 

Qui d' Horace accordant la lyre, 
Lui ſit parler jadis le langage des Dieux, 

Que dans ſes vers harmonieux, 

L' Univers entier admire ? — 
De deux Princes puiſſans ſerrant le nœud ſaeré, 
Du Pope & du Beyard Vous ſerez revere. 
Mais quand de Votre eſprit la ſcience profonde, 
Vous vaudroit les honneurs & les biens de ce monde, 
De plus, un nom fameux, du Gazetier chante, 
Que Vous ſerviront-ils, ſi perdant la ſanté, 
Vous allez grelottant dans ces froides contrees, 
Voir changer en glagons les mers hyperborces ? 
Mais f de ce projet le cote ſeducteur, 
Vous enchante ; pour mol, j'en vois toute I horreur, 
Je vois de Vos beaux jours la brillante carriere, 
Finir avant le temps, & ſa main meurtriere, 


Exergant 
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Exercant ſur Vous ſes rigueurs, 

Inflexible a mes pleurs & ſourde à ma priere, 
Vous abimer dans ſes fureurs. 

M'apprendrez-Vous, fi Votre ame immortelle 

Exiſte après le corps, triomphe des erreurs ? 

11 Et Vous, ſi vainement je Vous reſte fidelle, 

| | | Qui Vous en portera la flatteuſe nouvelle, 

1 BY Er qui fera tarir mes pleurs ? | 

1 Trompeuſe illuſion! O frivoles grandeurs 

1 | Croyez-moi ; d*ſormais quittant la Politique, 

Du ſage Julien ſuivant encore la voix, 

| Et prefcrant Pami, meme au plus grand des Rois, 

14 Reprenez la Métaphyſique! 


ö FREDE RICE. 


Ce 26 Novembre, 1736. 
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E F r 8 8. 


T.ubven, December 7, 1736. 


11 — conſolation from your Royal 
Highneſs; I expected encouragement in 


the ſituation I am now in, eſpecially in the 


reſolution I have had the firmneſs to take, 


and your Royal Highneſs has combated it 4 


you have ſtrengthened the too ferious objec- 
tions which a powerful inclination had oppoſ- 
ed to the voice and counſels of reaſon! What 
arguments remain to me after this againſt 
the ſeductions of a heart too ingenious in 
flattering its inclinations, and eluding the pre- 
cepts of reaſon and duty? of too ſenſible, 
and at the ſame time too feeble a heart to 
conquer or weaken itſelf—But no, it can- 
not be, that you combat ſertoufly my reſolu- 
tion, becauſe you cannot but perceive that 
duty and honour impoſe it on me as a law, 
It is then undoubtedly an enticement you 

"Tas throw 
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throw out to me, to the end perhaps that 
you may learn whether philoſophy can 
ſometimes give to the man who profeſſes it, 
elevation enough to be as co-herent in his 
conduct, as he affects to be in his reaſonings : 
finally, it is a ſnare which you lay for my 
virtue, to put it to the proof. This thought is 
ſufficient to make victory eaſy to me. Be not 
afraid, My Lord, I will not render myſelf 
unworthy of your Royal Highneſs's friend- 
ſhip ! My fate is determined, I ſhall know 
how to bear all its rigours, as well as I have 


already done to render myſelf callous to its 
ſtrokes. 


Whatever grief your gracious letter may 
have cauſed me, by the violent agitations it 
has renewed in my mind, I feel that I am 
ſtill more penetrated with the generous and 
affecting goodneſs with which you have de- 
ſigned to intereſt yourſelf in my fate, and 
to feel for my fituation. And what ſhall I 
ſay to you of the charming Epiſtle which 
immediately followed it? I feel it is quite 
above my culogiums, and that it would 
have moved me if I had not been the happy 
mortal to whom it was addreſſed. 


I am 
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* Iam 1 uſt arrived at Lubben, from whence 
I hope to depart as ſoon as poſſible, to throw 
myſelf at the feet of my auGusT FRIEND, * 
and pour into his boſom all the ſentiments 
which make my own palpitate every time I 
reflect on the goodneſs and ineſtimable 
favours he has been pleaſed to heap upon 
me. I fear not but I ſhall then be able to 
make your Royal Highneſs approve of the g * 
reaſons which®have induced me not to re- 

fuſe the employ which is offered to me; and 

your Royal Highneſs, will, I hope, be as 

eaſily perſuaded, when you ſhall be informed 

of the v hole, that my inviolable attachment 1 

to you, has at the bottom, a greater part Il | 

therein than you have been able to imagine. | 


I have at laſt the honour of ſending to 
your Royal Highneſs, the end of the tranſ- 
lation of the Metaphyſics of Wolff, if ſuch a 
work, performed for the moſt part fo much 
in haſte, merits the name of a tranſlation. 
It would have been perfect, if my abilities 
had been proportioned to my zeal, for I 
would have exerted them all, in the ſame 1 

manner as I will never ſpare any of them as | ll | 
| K often | Wi 
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often as it ſhall be found requiſite, to prove to 
your Royal Highneſs, at whatever price 1t 
© may be, that no man can ever be more at- 
tached and devoted to you, than I am, by 


duty, inclination and gratitude, &c. 
| | ö 


% 


Your Royal Highneſs's 


15 


Moſt obedient, and 
Devoted „ 


U. F. de S UH M. 
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Berlin, 10th December, 1736. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


I Have juſt received your letter and the pac- 
ket at the moment I expected to ſee you 
. yourſelf, and although I have received ſome 
amends for the diſappointment by the, con- 
tents of the packet, I afſure you that your 
preſence would have been infinitely more 
agreeable to me. 1 am perſuaded that a 
Philoſopher, like you, does nothing without 
a reaſon—lI believe you have a ſufficient 
one for your journey, even to Ruſſia: but 
independently of all this, permit me to tell 
you that your departure gies me much 
pain, and J perceive clearly that the voice of 
reaſon has but little power over a heart 
penetrated with friendſhip. Give me an 
hundred thouſand reaſons which have oblig- 
ed you to become gn Envoy, and my 
friendſhip will always tell you you are® 


wrong. 
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You continue to flatter me, My dear 
Diaphame, with the pleaſing hope of ſeeing 
you here again. I ardently wiſh it, and 
1 principally to make you recollęct what you 
once promiſed me. I beſeech you never 
| to forget it ! and be perſuaded that in what- 
| ever part of the world you may be, I ſhall 
always intereſt myſelf in the warmeſt man- 

ner in every thing that relates to you: my 
> heart will always take a part in your fame, 
and never ceaſe to wiſh for every thing 
which can poſſibly contribute to your hap- 
” panels?  - 


I am with perfe& eſteem, and with the 
friendſhip which cannot be refuſed you, 


* 


1 | 
* My very dear DIiAPHANE, |, 


4, Your faithful and 


Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK. * 


* | LET. 
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LETTER III. 


(No. I.)“ | h 


* 
Lubben, December 28, 1736. 


: 

* : 
4 

4 


MY LORD, 


quit a retreat, which had nothing agree- 
able in it to me, but its being a fituation 
wherein I received without conſtraint, the -1 
flattering teſtimonies of youfSriendſhip and 
goodneſs, and wherein 1 had it in my power 
to conlecrate my whole time to the ſervice 


of the beſt Prince in the world, by labour- 


| 
Set off this night for Petersburgh, and | 
| 


ing to prepare for him a ſmall part of the | || 


road which was to lead him to the temple of . 


philoſophy. J 


Alas ! every thing in this world has an 
end! But provided your Royal Highneſs 
K 3 1 


L 
27 


— 1 


* The reaſon for this number and the following ones is 


viven in the 42d Letter, 
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deigns to preſerve me his benevolence to the 
end of my life, the duration of any thing 
whatſoever will give me no inquietude. 


I ranquil will I wait, with a philoſophical 


conſtancy, untill a certain number of events 
ſhall have ſucceeded to each other, and each 
having filled up its ſpace, untill others ſhall 
arrive, of which yon will be the mover and 
the cauſe. What great and memorable ones 
do I foreſee! And what pleaſure do I take 
already in repreſenting them to myſelf ! 


Shall I dare to tell your Royal Highneſs, 
without the fear of wounding your too 
delicate modeſty, what ſupports my courage 
and my hope at preſent—what confirms my 
tranquillity and fatisfaQion ? It is the know- 
ledge with which I flatter myſelf I have of 
your ſentiments and conſtancy, and the ad- 


© mirable uſe you know how to make of your « 


reaſon, to render you internally happy ; 
waiting for the moment when you will 
have it in your power to contribute to the 
happineſs of ſo many others, in the num- 
ber of whom I hope to be ranked at a pro- 
per time. If it were enough for my happi- 


neſs to enjoy the favours of the greateſt and 
1 moſt 


; 


—— — — — — 


\ 


* 
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moſt amiable of Princes, and to dare to 
hope for a continuance of them at the 
greateſt diſtance even from him, I ought un- 
doubtedly to be perfectly happy at preſent. 
But as one eſſential condition of my happi- 
neſs will always be on the aſſurance of that 
of your Royal Highneſs, another conſider- 
ation was neceſſary, ſuch as that upon 
which I have juſt fonnded the hope of 
your perfect felicity, to inſure my own to 
day. 


Nevertheleſs I cannot refrain from mak- 
ing to your Royal Highneſs, an avowal of 
one of my weakneſſes. In reflecting on the 
whimſicalneſs of my deſtiny, I experience 
frequently in the ſucceſſion of my ſenti- 
ments a kind of contradiction. Sometimes 
in conſidering certain appearances of my 
fate, I think I have reaſon to look upon my- 
{elf as the moſt unhappy of men; and al- 
moſt in the ſame inſtant, another appears 
ance of my fituation preſenting itſelf to my 
mind, I eſteem myſelf the moſt fortunate 
of mortals. Iuſatiable avidity of our defires ! 
prolific ſource of imaginary and created 
evils! It is thee alone we ought to ac- 
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cuſe of ſuch inconſiſtencies ! It is thou, who, 
making us forget What we have, or teach- 
ing us to look upon it as nothing, in order to 
turn our attention inceſſantly tc that which 
we have not, and to the value of things we 
are in want of, can make us S always diſcon- 
tented and unjuſt! and by a a conſequence of 
our nature, the value of the object of our 
deſires, is neceſſarily proportioned to that 
of our preſent enjoyment ; itꝰ is thus, that 
this inſatiability makes us the more diſcon- 
tented with our ſituations. the leſs reaſon 
we have to be ſo! It is thus that it car- 
ries our bliudneſs to ſuch a degree as to 
make us think ourſelves unhappy, in the 
boſom even of happineſs itſelf! 


Moſt aſſuredly I would not make this 
avowal to your Royal Highneſs with ſo much 
frankneſs, if I did not feel that I can prove 
myſelf to be already almoſt cured of the 

weakneſs, thanks to your leſſons, and to 
thoſe of philoſophy : I dare flatter myſelf 
that your Royal Highneſs, will deign to 
diſcover a proof of it in the firmneſs I have 
ſhewn to you in the preſent circumſtances. 


Ie finith 


* * | 4 * 
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1 finiſh by taking leave of your Royal 
Highneſs, in conjuring you to be pleaſed 
never to forget -your faithful and devoted 
ſervant, who deſires notfting ſo much as the 
power to ſerve you whefever providence may 
conduct him. I beſeech you, to be quite 
eaſy about my health in particular. I hope 
the climate of Ruſſia will not be fo un- 
faygurable to me, as your Royal Highneſs 
thinks voushave reaſon to appfehend. | have 
declared myſelf an Invalid, which gives me 
many privileges. As to the fatigues of the 
journey and the vigour of the ſeaſon, | have 
provided myſelf ſo well againſt both onę and 
the other, as to hope I ſhall not have much 
to ſuffer from either of them. + 4 
In the moment of departure, T.,felt my 
heart in emotion, and tears fall Nom my 
eyes. What other expreſſion of my*adieus + 
will this tenderneſs permit, if it be not to 
throw myſelf at” the feet of your Royal 
Highneſs, to embrace your knees, and to 
let you read in my looks and in my reſpect- 
ful ſilence, the ineffable ſentiments which I 
carry far from you, but which will never 


ceaſe to live in my heart as long as a breath 
of life ſhall animate. it, c, 


U. F. de SUHM. 


„ 


N 
138 * FAMILIAR CORRESPONDENCE 


- > 
L E vY E R XIII. 
(No. I.) 
Berlin, Jauuaty 1, 1736. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 5 


- M 


OU are now on your journey, and pn 
the road to Petersburg! It would be 


uſeleſs to inform you of What I felt on ſee- 


ing vou depart. It ſeems to me that every 
league you travel to leav e,me at a ſtill greater 
diſtance from you, is a ſufficient reaſon to 
cauſe me pain. Nevertheleſs I conſole my- 
ſelf, as I can aſſure you in a figurative man- 


ner of my friendſhip, Sol begin this year; 


and I aſſure you that I will not only finiſſi 


the preſent one, butfall thoſe which heaven 
* thall grant me in the ſame manner, which is 


full of perfect eſteem for you. 


If philoſophy enlightens me, it is by 
means of you, you have opened to me the 
barrier 


& 


* 
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barrier of truth, and it 1s you who haves 
been the organ of it. 


Mon eſprit languiſſoit dans une obſcure nuit, 
Quand le brillant flambeau qui maintenant me luit, 
Allumè par Vos mains vint ecluirer mon ame. 

Je reſpectaĩ diabord cette celeſte flamme; 

Et de ſcendant du Ciel, Pauguſte Verite 

Repandit dans mon cœur ſa force & la clarte. 


My mind was hov'ring in a night obſcure, 

When the bright flame which now my ſteps aſſure ; 

Illum'd by thee my wond'ring fancy fir'd, 

At firſt re ſpected and at laſt admired ; [> 
+ Whefft6 my ſoul, Bright Truth, coeleſtial Maid, 


Its force and perſp: — con veyꝰ d. 


There are verſes for you! It ſeems that 
my-Apollo comes to inſpire me as ſoon as I * 
think of you. Obſerve by this how much 
power you have over my ſenſes and imagin- 
ation. As ſoon as you come in queſtion, 
my ſpirits, put into motion, labour harder 
than their ordinary force permits. 


ws 


„ 


I refer every thing to you, touching the 
ſubſcription to the new edition of the Battles 
of Prince Eugene.“ I am ſure you will take 

| care 


This was a Commiſſion given verbally. 
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* carethat 1 ſhall have a good Copy, without 


my giving myſelf any farther trouble about 


It. 


If ever I can be the ruler of your de- 
ſtiny, I give you my word, that my great- 
eſt care ſhall be that of making your life as 


agreeable as poſſible. To render any perſon 


happy is a great ſatisfaQtion ! But to conſti- 
tute the happineſs. of a perſon who is dear 


to us, 1s the higheſt point to which human 


felicity can attain ! 
Is. * 


Pray docket the letters you write to me, 
that you may ſee to which of yours mine re- 
lates. The letter I have juſt received, dated 4 
the 28th is No. 1. I put the number ak the 
top of mine and ſo of the reſt. 


May heaven conduct you in all ſafety, 
that you may arrive happily at a place from 
whence I long tg ſee you return. All my 
Wiſhes tend to this end, and J ſhall never 
be perfectly ſatisfied untill I ſee you here by 
my fide, and am able to give you evident 
marks of the real eſteem with which 


I am, &c. 


« 
ad 


FREDERICK. 
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( No. II.) 


- 


Dantzich, Fanuary 10, 1737. 


Was nine days in getting to this place by 

abominable roads. A precious letter from 
your Royal Highneſs, No. 1. which re- 
ceived on my arrival, has reſtored me from 
the fatigues of my journey. 


* 


The engagement you make in your 


verſes, (which are your own eulogium to a 
greater degree than I could ever ſucceed in 
making) always to reſpe& auguſt truth, 
will certainly give you no trouble to fulfill, 
You are ſo naturally diſpoſed to it, that you 
would do violence to yourſelf in acting 
otherwiſe. It is very agreeable to me to re- 
mark on .this occaſion, that your Royal 
Highneſs has deigned to bear me in re- 
memberance, and ſtill more ſo to underſtand 
that you are pleaſed to reckon my zealous 


attachment 
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attachment to your Royal Highneſs, among * 


the number of cauſes which may have con- 


tributed to ſupport your ardent thirſt aften 
truth. The aſſurances which your Royal 
Highneſs repeats to me of your good 
graces, have filled up the meaſure of my 


| fatisfation; and the n expreſſiòns 


which you make uſe of on this ſubject, 
prove that it is a manner of thinking natu- 
ral to you, and which has its ſource in the 


ſentiments of a great mind. Alas! Why 


ſhould too cruel a deſtiny oblige me to ſepar- 
ate myſelf from you, in —— as I ſee 
the number of reaſons encreaſe, which 
ought to engage me to remain near to your 
royal perſon. 

I found here all the family of Czartoriſta. 
which overwhelmed me with politeneſs 
during the time I was obliged to ſtay, hav- 
ing had two of my carriages broken on the 
road. The Palatine of Mazovie, Ponatowſsr, , 
a great and worthy man, whom I have long 


known, and who has had an opportunity 
of being acquainted with great Princes, 
does your Royal Highneſs juſtice, by the 
great idea he has formed of you. Almoſt 

the 


* * 
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the whole converſation of the- Prince Chan- . 
cellor and myſelf has, been about your Royal 
Highneſs. God knows all we have ſaid, 
and ſtill more, what we thought of you. I 
ſhould never have ſeft this place if we had 
undertaken to exhauſt ſo rich a ſubject. Let 
not your Royal Highneſs accuſe me of act- 


ing contrary to your orders, and my own pro- 


miſe, this is a ſimple relation only which 1 
give you of what paſſed: and all your 


modeſty, however great it may be, can 


never impoſe on two perſons, who take 
pleaſure in ſpeaking of you, a law not to 


extol the great and amiable qualities they 2 


remark in you, and which they judge high- 
ly worthy of yourſelfs 


I ſhafl ſet off early to-morrow morning 
for Koenigsbergh, without the hope of receiving 
an anſwer to this letter before my arrival at 
Petersburg. As to what relates to the ſub- 
ſcription to the new edition of the Battles 


* 


of the Prince Eugene, and the commiſſion 


with which your Royal Highneſs has done 
me the honour to charge me, touching the 
manuſcript of the life of the Prince, you 
may be aſſured that I will execute it in the 

4 ; | beſt 
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», beſt manners poſhbly can, endeavouring 


% 


by my care and exactitude to do it & your 
entife ſatis faction, that you may think me 
worthy of being charged with other com- 
miſſions infinitely more fmportant. 


I do not neglect, as I go along; to make: 
my remarks upon what I ſhall be able to 
change for the conveniency of my journey, 
when there ſhall be a queſtion of my #turn. 
„This fortungte Epocha, when I ſhall have it 
in my power to ſee myſelf at your Royal 
Highneſs's feet, is where all my deſires and 
all my thoughts terminate. I ex pect it with 


- impatience, beſeeching your Royal High- 


neſs, to preſerve, unti that time, a gracious 
remembrance of me, and to confider me as 
the man .who of all mortals is the moſt 
attached to you, by every ſacred tie of duty 
and gratitude, &c. 


U, F. de SUHM: 


: 
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Rein uſberg, Fanuary 22d, 1737. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


OU are ſet off from Dantzich then, and 
are perhaps already beyond Koenigſberg, 
in frightful roads, in a ſeaſon more rude 
than ours, and what makes me moſt uneaſy, 
expoſed to all the misfortunes which may 
happen in ſo long and painful a journey. 
You give me ſufficient marks of your re- 
membrance, and Jam fure my dear Diaphane, 
that you are one of my real friends—l look 
upon you as ſuch; and although you went 
even to the frozen climates of Nova Zembla, 
or the regions of the torrid zone, I ſhould 
never be afraid that diſtance and the differ- 
ence of climates would make you forget 
your friend: You could. not miſs receiving 


the greateſt politeneſs from the family of 
_ the 
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Prince Cxarioriſti, who has a friendſhip for 
me. Your good character makes you deſerve 
it already from all the world, and thoſe 
who know you, and are men of ſentiment, 
will never refuſe you their eſteem. 


I admire the difference of our deſtinies. 
Whilſt I was taken up with journies and 
campaigns you lived peaceably in retreat; 
and at preſent that policy has need of your 
knowledge to enlighten it, and when you 
are travelling hundreds of leagues, I am 
here in the greateſt tranquillity. You are 
acquainted with my occupations. It would 
therefore be ſuperfluous to repeat them to 
you, ſo much the more fo, as all repeti- 
tions are tireſome. A whimſical accident 


which had like to have deranged them, has 


furniſhed me with matter to laugh at, and 
with a ſubje& to amuſe a whole company. 


My dear Mimi,“ the faithful companion 
of my retreat, ſeeing me the other day ſtudy 
the Metaphyſics of Holt, of which you are 
the admirable interpreter, with great atten- 


tion 


The name of a favourite monkey, belonging to the 
Prince of Pruſſia. 
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tion, was vexed to ſee me prefer a true and 
reaſonable book to his frivolous ſportiveneſs, 
and the illuſion of his frolics. The hour 
of ſupper made me learn that inſtructive 
lecture, to take ſome care of my body, 
which no thinking and reaſonable being 
ought to neglect. Whilſt this was doing, 
my ape, the moſt ſo of all apes, unchained 
himſelf, took the Metaphyſic, lighted it at 
the candle, and applauded himſelf in ſeeing 
it burn. What did 1 feel on entering the 
apartment, when I ſaw poor Ai a prey to 
the flames, and treated in a manner agree- 
able to Lange, alone !* To run, take water 
and extinguiſh the flames, was but one ac- 
tion for me. As good fortune would have it, 
It is but the copy which is burned, and the 
original ſtill exiſts entire. Our Wits lay, 
that the monkey withed to ſtudy Metaphy- 

© ſics, 


* Joachim Lange, D. D. of Halle, the great adverſary cf 
Wolf, and who deprived bim of all his audito:'s, and who, 
dy means of his calummious accuſations, got him exiled from 
the Univerſity. He had impeached him at the Court as an 
heretic, becauſe Wo/#F had ſpoken favourably of the mora- 
lity of the Chine/e.—He had alſo maliciouily ſpread abroad 
that the writings of this philoſopher, particularly bis Raiſoz 
 Suffſante, and his Harmonie Preetablic, engaged the great 
Grenadiers of the King to deſert his troops. 
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ſies, and not being able to comprehend, he 
burned them ; others maintain that Lange 
had corrupted him, and from zeal to this 
reputed faint, he played me the trick. Fi- 
nally ſome ſay, that Mimi, hurt at Wolf's 
giving to men too great f prerogative over 
beaſts, had conſecrated a book, which diſ- 
credited his ſpecies, to Vulcan. 


This is an abridgment of the ſallies of 
our laughters. Chaot, * is ſeriouſly amaz- 
ed at the adventure, becauſe he is obliged to 
re- copy the original, This 1s certainly fine 
idle talk, and a ſtory worthy of being ſent 
300 leagues to tire you in Ruſſia. 

You 


* Francois Iſaac, Chevalier, Compte de Chazot, native of 
Normandy, being in the French army at the campaign of the 
Rhine, in 1734, the Prince Royal of Prufſia, who had ac- 
companied the King Frederic William J. his father to the 
camp near Philipſburgh, and had obtained permiſſion to ſce 
the French troops, made an acquaintance with him there, and 
engaged him to follow him to Rein/berg to keep him com- 
pany. It was the ſame Chevalier and Compte de Chazet, who 
after the acceſſion of Frederic to the throne, having been 
placed in the army, rendered the greateſt ſervices to the King, 
eſpecially at the Battle of Hohenfriedberg, He afterwards 
obtained by the King's recommendation, the military govern- 
ment of Lyuheci, and his two ſons were elevated to diſtin- 
guiſhed ranks in the Pru/ian ſervice, 
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You are not ſatisfied with being uſeful to 
me in matters of philoſophy, you will be 
equally fo in hiſtory. The life of the Prince 
Eugene, which is uſeful and very proper to 
inſtruct young people of my age, will afford 
me much pleaſure. As you have generouſ- 
ly taken upon yourſelf the care of ſending 
me this book, I give myſelf no concern 
about it, not even of the binding, a trouble 


which I am perſuaded you will take alſo, as 


well as that of getting it well packed up, 
that the rain may not get to the leaves and 
the copper plates, which would be ſpoiled 
by it. I could with my dear Diaphane, to 
be in my turn, in a fituation to furniſh 
you a choſen library. There is a pleaſure in 
giving books to people like you, who know 
how to make ſuch an excellent ute of them, 


I now take leave of you—a thouſand 
withes accompany this letter—may you 
experience their effects may you ſoon re- 
turn to me and reap the fruit of the ſincere 


friendſhip and perfect eſteem with which 
Ian, Tc; 


* 


F R E D E RICK. 
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* 


r 


(No. III.) 


Peterſourgh, March 2, 1737. 
MY LORD, 


F your Royal Highneſs, has deigned to 
think of me, which I cannot but flatter 
myſelf you have done, you muſt think it 
extraordinary that a journey and the arrival 
at a new Court, ſhould have prevented me 
ſo long from profiting by the permiſſion I 
have of giving you an account of myſelf. 
But what a journey ! I tremble when I think 
of it, and in truth, I dare not deſcribe it 
to you, leſt my health, of which I have ſo 
much need, ſhould ſuffer by the remem- 
brance of what I-have undergone. Your 
Royal Highneſs having moreover the good- 
neſs to wiſh me well, what pleaſure could 
my recital of ſo many ſufferings give you? 
Sometimes the ſand, or the ſea above the 
axle-tree ; ſometimes in a miſerable ſhallop, 
in 
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in hard blowing weather, the ſport of the 
winds and waves, at the mercy of the ſea 
and rocks; afterwards paſting on foot half 
frozen rivers, holding a child in each hand, 
and ſeeing myſelf at every ſtep in danger of 
being ſwallowed up with them under the 
ice; finally overtaken by a frightful ſnow, 
which threatened to bury us in places where 
1t was impoſſible to procure fledges; this 1s 
enough to give you ſome idea of the fatigue 
and anguiſh I ſuffered on my journey. Thank 
God, I am at laſt arrived ſafe and ſound at 
Peterſburgh, and the happineſs I enjoy this 
moment of communicating myſelf to your 
Royal Highneſs, makes me forget all my 
paſt ſufferings. 


Your. Highneſs will not eafily conceive the 
ſurprize I felt on the firſt view I had of this 
fine capital, where ſcarcely any thing 1s 
ſeen but magnificent palaces, built by the 
moſt able Italian architects, upon ground, 
where thirty years iince, there were nothing 
but marſhes. A few days ago, I enjoyed 
from my windows, a ſpectacle not leſs ſur- 
prifing, the only one of the kind from the 
beginning of the world perhaps : I ſaw paſs 
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through the ſtreet in which I live, ten thou- 
ſand men of the Guard, who are going to 
arrange themſelves upon the ice of the Neva, 
to parade there oppoſite the Imperial Palace, 
in honour of the Saint after whom the 
Empreſs is called.“ But the weight of 
theſe ten thouſand men is nothing. This 
river which carries ſhips of war in ſummer, 
bears upon its ice in winter, beſides theſe 
ten thouſand men armed, an hundred thou- 
ſand ſpectators, and fifty pieces of cannon, 
which are repeatedly diſcharged all at once. 


The day of audience being arrived, her 
Imperial Majeſty gave me mine under a 
throne erected on purpoſe in a chamber, by 
the ſide of a magnificent gallery juſt finiſh- 
ed. The Court, compoled of the two ſexes, 
was numerous and brilliant. The air and 
Majeſty of that great Princeſs ſtruck me. 
But as I had nothing but what was agree- 
able to ſay to her, I eafily took courage, and 
made my harangue with more. preſence of 

mind 


* Anne Iwanowna, who ſucceeded in 1730, to Peter Il. 
and reigned i Uthe year 1740, in | which ſhe died, 
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mind and firmneſs than I had flattered my- 
ſelf I could do. 


T have, ſince that time, afliſted at ſeveral 
entertainments which were given with great 
magnificence, and with more taſte than I 
expected to find in them. 


It 1s terribly cold here, but the air is 
wholeſome, and I have not been fo well for 
a long time as at preſent. Eight days after 
my arrival, I had the inexpreffible joy of 
receiving a gracious mark of the remem- 
brance of your Royal Highneſs, by your 
letter No. 2. I would have anſwered it 
immediately, had not I waited for an anſwer 
to a letter I had written on the ſubject of the 
Hiſtory of the Prince Eugene. It is arrived 
as I expected it would, and I have to day the 
ſatisfaction of being able to give your Royal 
Highneſs an aſſurance, that I ſhall in a lit- 
tle time have the honour to ſend you a copy, 
whatever difficulty there may be in pro- 
curing it, as this manuſcript, I am aſſured, 
is never to be printed. 


As 
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As I cannot do otherwiſe than ſet a value 
upon every thing which your Royal High- 
neſs hkes, the leaſt in the world, I will fay 
nothing more againſt Mimi, nor wiſh him 
ill, for having endeavoured to commit the 
works of the immortal Wolf to the flames; 
thinking it, moreover, very ingenious and 
natural that the poor animal ſhould have 
ſought to get rid of a paper which ſo fre- 
qently hinders his dear Maſter from amuſ- 
ing himſelf with him, and taking pleaſure 
in his buffooneries. Had I been in his place, 
and with all my reaſon, I could not have 
applied better, but have done the ſame 
thing. 


I refrain from anſwering the flattering ex- 
preſſions which it has pleaſed your Royal 
Highneſs to make uſe of in ſpeaking of my 
poor perſon, to thank you for the defire you 
have expreſſed of being able to procure me a 
choſen library, 


I will never finiſh my future letters, 
otherwiſe than by conjuring your Royal 
Highneſs, to continue to me your good 

| graces 
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graces and precious friendſhip, as long as I 
ſhall ſtrive to render myſelf worthy of 
them, that will be untill I fink down into 
the tomb, &c. 


I am, 
Your Royal Highneſs's 
Moſt obedient, and 
Devoted Servant, 


U. F. de SUHM. 


LET» 
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"SST ERR MM 


( No. III. ) 


Remuſberg, March 23, 1737. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


Have had the pleaſure of receiving your 
letter, at which I was exceedingly rejoic- 
ed, as it informed me of your good ſtate of 
health. How glad am I that I was ignor- 
ant of all the difficulties and dangers you 
had to encounter on your journey ! a know- 
ledge of them would have deprived me of 
all repoſe, and I ſhould not have enjoyed, as 


I have done, the agreeableneſs of retreat. 


I 


I admire greatly your gilded palaces, 
frozen rivers, the magnificence of the Im- 
perial Court, and the Guards drawn up upon 
the ice. All theſe, and three times as many 
more fine things, would not give me the 
idea of quitting Remusberg. We live here 
without furs, we ſee the flowers revive, the 


verdure 
I 
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verdure return, and the ſun, favorable to 
theſe climates, begins already to make 
us feel his warmth. How preferable is a 


village near to Rome, to a city ſituated in 
Nova Zembla ! 


Provided the cold be not prejudicial to 
your health, and the rarified ® air in the 


neighbours 


* Air rarified or dilated, is air whoſe volume is enereaſed. 
But the rarefaction or dilation of air is an effect of heat, and 
not of cold: cold on the contrary condenſes the air, that is, 
it diminiſhes its volume. It follows from hence that the air 
muſt be condenſed near the poles of the earth, where the cold 
is very great, and rarified in hot climates. It appears by 
this explanation, that the expreſſion rarified, which is the 
cauſe of this note, is in contradiction with the ſenſe of the 


phraſe in which it is found, and that the word condenſed muſt 
be ſubſtituted for it. 


It was thought neceſſary to point out this fault of expreſ- 


ſion to the reader, in order to remark to him how much the 
originality of theſe letters has been reſpected. Beſides, in 
the works of a great man, wherein every thing is intereſting, 
defects as well as beauties, there were many reaſons to 
let this little imperfection remain, which ſeems to have hap- 


pened to encreaſe the eclat of the beauties of the mind, and 


eſpecially of the ſentiment, with which the auguſt author 


of a part of theſe letters has ornamented and enriched 
them, 


E> SG — 
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neighbourhood of the pole dangerous to you, 
the reſt concerns me but little. 

I am at the end of my reading, and ex- 
pect with great impatience the life of the 
Prince Eugene. A certain perſon has lately 
ſummoned me to give him an extract from 
it; I excuſed myſelf ſtrongly, upon my not 
having the original, which produced a ſcene 
like that in the Joueur, where M. Galoni- 
er, and Madame Adam, come to return 
him a viſit. 


T have a very good bookbinder, who binds 
in the French manner, ſo that the books 
ſhut well; if you wiſh to have him, I will 
ſend him to you when you pleaſe, provided 
you will not retain him too long. The 27th 
of this month, we ſhall celebrate the anni- 
verſary of the Queen's birth day; nothing will 

| * 


* Two perſonages of the Joncur of Regnard. All that 
has and will be ſaid of the life of Prince Eugene, ought to 
be underſtood, not of that work, but as enigmatical words, 
relative to a loan at Vienna or Peterſburgh, which M. de Subm, 
had taken upon himſelt to negociate for the Prince Royal. 
The Book-5:inder, who enters into this allegory, is a man of 
confidence, whom the Prince offers to ſend for the money. 
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be ſeen but peaceful Shepherds forming 
dances with their Shepherdefles. Fierce 
Mars and thundering Bellona will take no 
part in the feaſt, and the pipes of Celadon 
will be prefered to the timbals and trumpets 


whoſe too loud muſic inſpires nothing but 
terror. 


When ſhall I ſee you, My dear Diaphane ? 
When ſhall we walk under the Elms and 
Beeches ? Voltaire has received the Meta- 
phyſics, and approves of it highly. At pre- 
ſent I am getting tranſlated the moral ſyſ- 
tem of that philoſopher; therefore I ſhall in 
time be able to read all of in French. 


The tranſlation of his Metaphyſics is very 
dear to me, he 1s always near my heart, and 
neither diſtance nor even death will ever 
change in any reſpect whatſoever, the ſincere 
friendſhip I have for him. Be perſuaded of 
this, as well as of the perfect eſteem with 
which I am inviolably, 

My dear DiarmHane, 


Your faithful and 


affectionate friend 


FREDERICK. 
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LE F 3. & K EAEVIL 


(No. IV.) 


Peterſburg, March 19, 1737. 
MY LORD, 


A? preſent I pay the tribute, which muſt 
be paid to every new climate, by a 
ſtrong rheum which has confined me to my 
bed for ſeveral days. However painful it 
may be, it will not prevent my having the 
honour to write to your Royal Highneſs, 
and I hope on the contrary, t6 forget it en- 
tirely for a few hours, in enjoying that 
pleaſure. 


I have at laſt received an anſwer from my 
book-ſeller,* who ſeems well diſpoſed to 
arrange the ſubſcription to the life of Prince 
Eugene; but he propoſes to me a new, 

certain 


* 'This Book/cl/cr means at firſt the Banker at Vienna, and 
afterwards the lender at P eter ſour gh. ” 
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certain conditions relative to the ſubſcribers, 
although I had fully explained myſelf on 
that ſubject, not being willing to hear it 
mentioned at all. Theſe are inconvenien- 
ces common enough, when we have to 
negociate at the diſtance of three hundred 
miles. But I have given my anſwer and 
have expreſſed myſelf with clearneſs ſuf- 


ficient, to hope that there will be no more 
ſuch obſtacles. 


All theſe delays have made me uneaſy, 
and reflect that I might perhaps do the buſi- 
neſs better here, where there 1s a very good 
printing- office. For beſides my being able 
to direct the buſineſs, I ſhould have to do but 
with an individual, who is very well in a 
ſituation to conduct the enterprize through- 
out, provided he has any certitude of find- 
ing his account in it. Inſtead of which, 
printers in other places are obliged to pro- 
cure ſureties, and get themſelves authoriſ- 
ed. This idea, on which I have a good deal 
ruminated, and which I have conſidered on 
every fide, appears to ſatisfy every thing, 
and with your Royal Highneſs's approba- 
tion, I will ſet about realifing it. 


M I flat- 
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I flatter myſelf your Royal Highneſs will 
be pleaſed to rely upon me, as well for agree- 
ing to conditions, as for the arrangement 
of the copper plates and vignettes ; as you 
muſt be perſuaded, by the knowledge you 
have of my zeal, that I will negle& no- 
thing which may contribute to make the 
whole ſucced in the beſt manner poſſible. 


If your Royal Highneſs, in your charm- 
ing and peaceful retreat be curious to learn 
the news which intereſt us here, I will in- 
form you, that the Belligerent powers* 
have named Plenipotentaries, who are going 
to begin negociations for peace, which will 
be concluded, as it is hoped, before the 
opening of the campaign. 


The new Khan, has nevertheleſs begun it 
on his ſide, by entering the Ukrame with an 
hundred thouſand men. But the Field 
Marſhal Count of Munich, has repulſed them 
with great loſs in making them repaſs the 
Niepen. The loſs of the brave General 

= Leſlie, 

* The Ra/ſians, the Turks, and the Emperor Charles VI. 
The latter armed againſt the Turks, only, being obliged to 


do it by virtue of a treaty, made with the Empreſe, Aure 
Tioanotena, to lend her ſuccours againſt them. 
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Leſlie, who was killed in the action, is much 
regretted here. 


My God, how much we are afraid of be- 
ing forgotten, when at ſuch a diſtance! 
Great Prince? Vou, who reſemble ſo little 
the vulgar, who bear this name, do not re- 
ſemble them in this particular! But what 
do I ſay? O pardon me! fear diſturbs my 
ſenſes, and makes me forget that I ſpeak 
to conſtancy itſelf. Be pleaſed to receive 
my aſſurances of the moſt reſpectful attach- 
ment and devout veneration, with which 


I am, &Cc. 


U. F. de SUHM. 
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JJC 


duithout date. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


1 THOUGHT indeed that rariſed air would 
be pernicious to your health. You expe- 
rience the effects of it. God grant they may 
not paſs the bounds of a rheum! Notwith- 
ſtanding your indiſpoſition, you think of 
me—you work to oblige me—you are abſo- 
lutely determined to be the moſt amiable, 
and at the ſame time the moſt uſeful man. 


There is a double pleaſure in being grate- 
ful, when we owe our gratitude to perſons 
who, without obliging us, have already 
gained all our eſteem ; and who, in ſerving 
1 our intereſts, do no more than confirm the 
| good opinion we already had of them. 


This is roy caſe—you have made it ſo, my 
l dear Diaphane; it is for you to fulfil the du- 
1 * ties 
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ties of friendſhip as generouſly as you have 
propoſed to do it, in hopes the day will 
come when [I ſhall, on my part, fulfil thoſe 
of friendſhip and gratitude. 


Since you are pleaſed to be my commiſ- 
ſioner in Ruſſia, be ſo good as to procure for 
me the new edition of the life of Prince 
Eugene, which is now in the preſs at Peter /- 
burgh ; this will be the ſhorteſt way, it will 
be more caſily ſent, the agreement with the 


bookſeller more ſure, and I ſhall find my 


account in it better than with the bookſel- 


lers at Vienna, who print flowly, give no 


credit to ſubſcribers, and who, in a word, 
are not agreeable to me. 


I am aſked for twelve copies of this book.* 
Thoſe who have beſpoke them perſecute me 
every day, as if I had a printing-office in 


my houſe, and were in a ſituation to fatisfy 


them according to my wiſhes. I will learn 
to make antiques, by taking up the trade of 
thoſe who make modern medals, to extricate 
myſelf from my embarraſſments. Finally, 


M 3 eleven 


* Tw-lre thou ſand crowns. 
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elcven or twelve perſons are mad after the 
life of Prince Eugene, they will have it at 
any price: judge of my ſituation; I devote 
myſelf to all the ſaints, and without you 
I ſhould be badly lodged. Make, therefore, 
I pray you an agreement with the bookſel- 
ler; I give you full power; my intereſts 
cannot be in better hands than in yours.— 
Your prudence, and ,o, anſwers to me 


for the ſucceſs of every thing you under- 
take. | 


After this, can you ſuſpect me, my dear 
Diaphare, of forgetting you? Either you 
know me but little, in believing me change- 
able, or you have forgotten yourſelf in 
judging me capable of an inconſtancy and 
levity, unpardonable in the animal man, and 


of which I ſhall never be guilty. 


The Khan of the Tartars is jo far from us, 
that he ſeems to me to be almoſt an inhabi- 
tant of the Moon; M. de Munch will merit 
the name of Aſiaticus, the Empreſs, that of 
a great Princeſs, and you, that of a real 
friend. I prefer the laſt to both the others, 
Genius and bravery form the great General ; 


good 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 167 


good ſenſe, and a vaſt conception, a great 
Princeſs; but the heart alone makes the 
friend. Dear Phenix of the age! Revive 
the ſacred times of Pylades and Oreftes, of 
the good Pirithous, of the tender Niſus, 
and of the ſage Achates! Let the men of 
our days ſee the happy effects of a recipro- 
cal friendſhip! I will concur on my part ; 
you will doubt no more of this! You will 
even be perſuaded of it! And if I did not 
even repeat the ſentiments I have for you, 
you would not believe leſs that I am with as 


much eſteem as friendſhip, 


My very dear DIiAaPHANE, 
Your faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK. 
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LETTER XLix. 
(No. V.) 


Peterſhurgh, 16th April, 1737. 
MY LORD. | 


1 HAVE juſt received the gracious letter 

with which your Royal Highneſs ho- 
noured me the 23d ultimo, No. III. The 
concern you have been pleafed to expreſs at 
the dangers I have been in, and the fatigues I 
have undergone, has penctrated to the bottom 
of my heart. Although I hve in tranquillity 
enough at preſent, and am well, you would 
ſtill, I am perſuaded, pity me if you could 


ſee me here in the ſevereſt part of the win- 


ter, in the middle of the month of April; 


the Neva frozen, the country covered with 
ſnow, without the hope of even feeing in a 
month hence either earth or water, Hap- 
pily for me, the deſcription your Royal 
Highneſs gives of the air you reſpire, has 
infinuateda gentle heat into my veins which 


tup- 
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ſupports me, and enables me to brave all the 
hoar froſts. Your Highneſs has, notwith- 
ſtanding, made me perceive how much 1 
have loſt; and what do I not loſe, by being 
at a diſtance from you! The only conſola- 
tion I can have in this fituation 1s, that 
which I find in the aſſurances which you 
are pleaſed to repeat to me, of the con- 
tinuance of your good graces. 


The agreeableneſs of the life which your 
Highneſs leads in your charming retreat, 
contributes greatly to the tranquillity of my 
own; but it will never make me perfect- 
ly happy, until I have the honour of being 

eye-witneſs to it. It is in this reſpect, that 
figurative knowledge will never be worth an 
intuitive one: not to diſpleaſe the great 
Mol, whom I have been obliged to neglect 


a little, but whom, I will never loſe ſight 
of. 


Vour Royal Highneſs has communicated 
my tranſlation of the Metaphyſics: the ap- 


probation of others will never flatter the 


tranſlator, becauſe he had already that of 


your Royal Highneſs, which to him, is fully 


equiva- 
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equivalent to all the reſt ; and he will wil- 
lingly abandon his work, provided your 
Highneſs never abandons the author. 


I intend ſoon to make the happy and 
peaceful abode which the preſence of the 
moſt accompliſhed Prince, renders ſo fortu- 
nate and deſirable; to re-echo the roaring 
news of the taking of Oczakow, at the 
mouth of the Nieper. The Field Marſhal 
Lefſi, is already on his march towards the 
Crimea, and the Field Marſhal Count de 
Munich, is going to put himſelf in motion, 
with the main, body of the army, to aps 
proach the Danube. 


I am not aſtoniſhed that I forget my mi- 
ſeries, when I have the honour to write 
to your Royal Highneſs. I was really go- 
ing to finiſh this letter, without relating to 
you a misfortune which has happened to 
me, and threatened my life. I lodge in the 
houſe which B. de Mardeſeld quitted, to 
take that the Count de Lenar formerly lived 
in. He afſiured me that it was perfectly ſe- 
cured in every reſpect from fire; but unfor- 


tunately a chimney little uſed had been for- 


gotten; 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. I71 


gotten ; it took fire on Saturday laſt, which 
had already gained a chamber above mine, 
before it was perceived. If this had hap- 
pened in the night, I ſhould moſt aſſuredly 
have been a prey to the flames, as alſo my 
houſe, with all the neighbouring ones, and 
even the magnificent Imperial palace, which 
is not far from it, might caſily have been 
reduced to aſhes. But as it was in open day, 
aſſiſtance was quickly procured, and the fire 
extinguiſhed in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour. I came off with being frightened, 
and having ſome furniture damaged. 


If I thank Heaven for having preſerved 
my life, it is only becaute it has been pleaſ- 
ed by this favour, to leave me the hope of 
conſecrating it ſome future day to the ſer- 
vice of the moſt worthy and amiabi.c Prince; 
and only for as much as it is well pleaſed to 
enſure me this felicity in its eternal decrees. 
After ſuch an affurance, what remains to 
me to ſay to your Royal Hizhneſs, of the 


unaltecrable (ſentiments of tenderneſs and 
veneration, with which, I ſhall be to my 


laſt breath, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 
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moſt unintereſting details, and to ſuppreſs en- 


that ſome of thoſe of M. de Subm were 
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r. . 


THE letters which M. de Subm wrote 
from Peterſourgh to the Prince Royal, being 
for the moſt part very long and diffuſe, on 
account of the explanations into which he 
was obliged to enter on different ſubjects, it 
has been thought neceſſary to retrench the 


tirely even ſome letters which did not appear 
to deſerve a place in this collection. It has 
alſo been found, in comparing the letters, 


wanting in different places. The reader 
will therefore know how to reconcile ſuck 
paſſages as he may meet with in the letters 
of the Prince Royal, and which relate to 
certain circumſtances unnoticed in thoſe of 
M. de Subm. As great care has been taken 
to omit nothing effential, the ſuppreſſions, 
by which it has been thought to render a 
ſervice to the reader, are all in favour of this 
correſpondence. All the letters of the Prince 
Royal have been moit ſcrupulouſly preſerv- 
ed, abſolutely ſuch as they were, with reſ— 
pect to the contents. 


LE T- 
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T dE 3 
(No. V.) 


Rupin, 16th May, 1737. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


[| AM very happy by not being informed 


of the dangers which threatened you, 


until they were paſſed, Who would have 
believed that a houſe could have been burn- 
ed, in a country wherein it would be more 
natural to ſuppoſe every thing pertſhed by 
cold ? I return thanks to God, my dear 
Diapbane, for having preſerved you in the 


midſt of peril; may it be the laſt you may 


ever be in, during your life! 


Do not think I amuſe myſelf with fiction, 
when I inform you, that the weather was 
fine here in the months of February and 
March. Thus 1s very true, for we have had 
no winter this year, no ſnow which has 
laſted longer than a dav, conſequently, the 


1Ce- 
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[ | ice-houſes are badly filled. The Caßtain de 
i Knobelſdor,* who comes from Taly, ſpeaks 
| in quite another manner of that country. 
| He ſays, he ſought the ſhade in the month 
of January, under laurel and poplar trees: 
if | I pity you with all my heart, being in a 
188 country ſo prejudicial to your health. I 
4 fore ſaw it would be ſo, and I fear its per- 
nicious conſequences. What you ſay of 
the printing- office of Peterſburgh, pleaſes 
me much; I confide to you all the care of 
my library. I ſhall know how to keep a 
1 neceſſary and required ſilence; you may 
| eaſily believe my own intereſt obliges me to 
1 do it, fince contraband books are confiſcat- 
ed. Could not you ſend me my books by 
Stetin, where Rovedel could get them left 
for me? I think there would be no riſk in 
19 this. I refer you to what I mentioned in 
It | my laſt letter, wherein I have given you a 
191 detail of all the reaſons of thoſe who im- 
portune me to lend them books. | 


> 4 oo * a , 
N u „ — - H-•ßẽkk a % 


We have lately conſumed here more pow- 
der, than, in my opinion, was uſed at the 
taking 

* The great architect to whom we owe the fine Opera- 


| Houſe, and other magnificent edifices, erected in the reign 
of Frederick the IId. 1 
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taking of Oczakow. Remuſburgh has, to 
my great regret, been abandoned for ſome 
time. When the reviews are over, I will 
put myſelf into it anew. I miſs you a 
thouſand times, my dear Diaphane; it ſeems 
to me as if each league ſeparated us for as 
many years, at ſo great a diſtance do you 
ſeem to be from me. Heaven be pleaſed to 
bring us together ſoon, and give me the 
conſolation of ſeeing you! I defire it ar- 
dently, being with a very fincere and per- 
fect eſteem, 


My dear DiAPHANRE, 
Your very faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK. 


P. S. A Captain de Martenberg, in the 
Niſian ſervice has juſt been announced to 
me. I had at firſt ſent for him, to aſk him 
after your welfare. It ſeems to me as if I 
ſaw a man arile from the other world. 
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- 


E 


(No. VI.) 


Rupin, 16th May, 1737. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


HIS is the ſecond letter 1 have written 
to you to day; having found a good 


opportunity, I ſhould have reproached my- 
ſelf had I neglected it. 


Captain Wartenberg, has related to me 
many particularities of Peterſburgh; but 
none of the fine things, of which he boaſts 
of that Court, has touched my heart.— 
There is nothing in Ruſſia, my dear Dia- 
phane, which intereſts me except yourtelf, 
and without you, all that country is to me, 
the moſt indifferent thing in the world. 


As I look upon the preſent conveyance to 
be a ſure one, I riſk nothing in telling you, 
that 
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that I am preſſed on all ſides by my cre- 
ditors. Have the goodneſs to extricate 
me, without which, I ſhall make a very 
bad appearance; I will obſerve the moſt 
inviolable ſecrecy—You may believe this 
ſo much the more, as my own intereſt 
obliges me to do it—I ſhall have all imagi- 
nable obligations to the generous incognito, 
who ſhall extricate me; this is ſaying enough 
to you. 


The news here, is neither important nor 
curious enough to make 1t worth whule to 
communicate it to you at ſuch a diſtance. — 


I conclude by aſſuring you, that I am, with 


a true and fincere eſteem, 
My dear DiAPHANE, 
Your faithful and 


Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK. 
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E 


(No. VI.) 


Peterſburgh, 281 May, 1737. 
MY LORD, 


HAVE received with inexpreſſible joy 
the adorable mark of remembrance, 
which, your. Royal Highneſs has been 
pleaſed to give me by your gracious letter, 
(No. IV.) I waited the departure of a 
courier, to anſwer it; wiſhing to ſend you 
by this opportunity, the incloſed Memoirs 
of the Academy, in three volumes, *bound 
in the Engliſb manner. This precedes, if 
your Highneſs pleaſes, the other work, 
the edition of which I haſten as much as 
poſſible. The ſudden departure of the Cou- 
rier obliges me to be laconic. 


I dare 


* Three thouſand crowns, 4 
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I dare hope your Royal Highneſs will not 


be offended, at the liberty I take in praying 
you to be pleaſed to add to your anſwer to 
this letter a little German poſtſcript, in 
which, you will congratulate me in graci- 
ous expreſſions, on my having found a real 
and worthy friend; and that you will in- 
troduce on the ſubject a ſpark of that fire, 
which animates your fine and noble ſenti- 
ments. Prudence does not permit me to 
explain myſelf more clearly to day; all 
I can ſay to you is, that this friend perfect- 
ly merits the good opinion you may hereafter 
have of him, and that I hope to diſpoſe 
him, perhaps in a moment not far diſtant, 
to render you the ſervice in queſtion.* 


Not knowing how to expreſs, haſtily, all 


the ſentiments with which my heart is pe- 
netrated when I think of you, I cannot do 


better than throw myſelf at the feet of 
N 2 your 


* The ſervice here intimated, 1s, as the preceding letters 
have ſufficiently infinuated, and which, the continuation of 
the eorreſpondence more clearly diſcovers, the loan of a 
confiderable ſum of money, which had already been in agita- 
tion between M. de Subm, and the Prince Royal, in a cer- 
rain converſation they had together, before the departure 
of the former for Nſta. 
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your Royal Highneſs, and ſupplicate you 
never to forget me, but always to love your 
faithful ſervant, who neither does, nor will 
liv e but for you, 


Who remains 


With the moſt profound reſpect, &c. 


LE T- 
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LETTER im 
(No. V.) 


Berlin, Fune 1, 1737. 
MY DEAR SUHM, 


T muſt be confeſſed, you are the firſt 
= bookſeller in the world. I have receiv- 
ed the letter you had the goodneſs to write 
to me, touching the books I had aſked you 
for. I have alſo received a certain catalo- 
gue, relative to ſomething in future,* which 
1s to follow it. Finally, I ſee in, and by 
every thing, that you are not only a great 
metaphyſician, but alſo a ſincere, faithful, 
and officious friend. It is ſufficient for me 
to know you to eſteem you, and to owe you 
much gratitude. 


We are at preſent up to the ears 1n re- 
views, We loſe that time which we ſhall ne- 
N 3 ver 


An obſcurity affected. 
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ver regain, in doing nothing—The King, 
has had an attack of the gout; my ſiſter, of 
Brunſwick, arrives tomorrow, and the ge- 
neral review. will be on Monday. This is 
in a few words the gazette of the day 


My friends expect with much impatience, 


the twelve volumes of Ruſſian printing.— 


You cannot imagine how much they impor- 
tune me about them, 


I am with all the eſteem which cannot 
be refuſed you, and which 1s your due, 


My very dear SUHM, 
| Your very faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERICK, 


REMARK, 
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ff. 7 MR 


AMONG the ſingularities of the life of 
the great Frederic, the following is not 
perhaps, one of the leaſt ſtriking. From 
the date of the foregoing letter, that is, 
from the 1ſt, of June, 1737, none of his 
letters to M. de Subm, are figned Frederic, but 
all without exception Federic; a ſingularity, 
which; it is well known, he preſerved to the 
end of his life. It was not, as may be ob- 
ſerved an habitude, contracted by little and 
little, and by a kind of negligence, but on 
the contrary a change which appears to be 
the reſult of reflection, marked, as we may 


ſay, by an epocha, and moreover, too con- 
tinued to be the pure effect of chance. It; 


is to be preſumed, there was ſome cauſe im- 
portant enough to produce ſuch a change. 


Perhaps, the wits of THaly, with whom 
the Prince Royal began to converſe and cor- 
reſpond, inſpired him with a taſte for Federic, 
which anſwers to the Talian Federico. Per- 
haps, M. de Voltaire, who loved to laugh at 
gothic names, terminating in ic, and oc, en- 
deavoured to ſoften that of Frederic, by re- 


trenching the letter 7. 
N 4 LE T- 
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LET T E R IIV. 


(No. VIII.) 22 85 


Berlin, 12th Jane, 1737. 


[i MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 

1 | I RECEIVED your letter of the 28th, 
. from St. Peterſburgh, with all the agree- 
able news I could defire. You may judge 
what pleaſure the Memoirs of your Aca- 
demy gave me; they have extricated me 
from a great embarraſsment, with reſpect to 
many points of literature, on which, I was 
in diſpute, and which, they have cleared 
up to me. I have all the obligation in the 
world to you, for your obliging cares, for 
your promptitude to ſerve, and your zeal 
to ſatisfy me, The reſt is my affair, 


| 


If 
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If you could have improved your own 
library at the ſame time you did mine—I 
aſſure you, I would willingly have lent my 
hand to it, and ſhould have been too happy 
in contributing to the ſatisfaftion of one of 
my friends, and in proving to him that there 
is no ſervice which he may render me, that 
I will not acknowledge. 


I have been attacked by a contagious ill- 
neſs which reigns here, but which is by no 
means dangerous. I inform you of this, that 
if you learn it from any other quarter, you 
may know exactly what it is. 


<- 


The Duke, and my fiſter of Brunſwick, 
are here? I find the firſt much changed, as to 
his perſon : he is ſtern, rigid, and the reign- 
ing Duke, as much as his grandfather.— 
That is not very philoſophical ; what can 
be done? My ſiſter is always the ſame, of 
an even and gay diſpoſition, and notwith- 
ſtanding the different modification of her 

waiſt, her wit is not in the leaſt diminiſh- 
ed or changed. This 1s the gazette of the 
day. 


5 


Adieu, 


— 2 "DS - ̃¶0ü— — 
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Adieu, my dear Diaphane! There is no 
wiſh I do not make for your happineſs, be- 
ing with a ſincere eſteem, &c. 


FREDERICK. 


P. 8. Teh wvinſche Dm Glick zu dem getreuen Freund den er 
muſs in Ruſsland angetroffen haben. Dergleichen Freunde find 
ſehr rar, und were es eine doppelte Nfauie nicht erkenutlich . 
gegen fie xu ſeyn. EY ; 


* T congratulate you on the faithful friend you have 
found in Raſſa. Such friends are very rars, and it would 


be a double infamy to be wanting in acknowledgements ta 
them. 
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n T7-:7- 4: nas 


(No. IX. or X.) 


* 


Berlin, 22d June, 1737. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


TT would be ſuperfluous to enumerate all 
the obligations I have to you; let it ſuf- 
fice that I know them all, and that I am 
more than ſatisfied, with the ſolicitude you 
have had on my account. Fifteen days lat- 
er, and I had been loſt.* 


I have forgot the laſt numbers of my let- 
ters, on which account, I knew not where 
J left 


* This paſſage makes it appear clearly, that the Prince 
Royal had received the loan, which M. de Subm was to ne- 
gociate for him at Peterſourgh. If none of his letters in 
which it is poſitively ſpoken of, are found here, the reaſon 
is, without doubt, that his letter No. IX. of which the 
Prince makes mention immediately after the above paſlage, 
was not found in the collection of the papers of this correſ- 
pondence; but ſome paſſages will hereafter be met with, 
which inſinuates it clearly enough, 
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I left off. This ſerves as an anſwer to 


No. IX. of yours. 


We have had new cavils theſe few days 
paſt. All come from Bredow's* jealouſy of 
Molden.“ The firſt has found means to in- 
ſinuate to the King, that I am a man with- 
out religon; that Manteuffel, ] and yourſelf, 
had greatly contributed to pervert me ; that 
Molden was a fool, who played the buffoon 
in our houſes, and was my favourite. You 
know 


Ancient Governor of the Prince Royal. Lieutenant 
General of the Cavalry, Commander of the regiment of 
Carbineers, and, who had an honourable penſion of 2000 
crowns, from the year 1740, to his death. He left a daughter, 
whois Madame de Wulfjen, of Berlin. 


+ Monfieur d: Molden, was Marſhall of the Court of the 
Prince of Prufia. He married a Mis Borke, fiſter to 
Madame de Maupertuis, grande Gouvernante of her Royal 
Highneſs the Princeſs Amelia. Madame de Wolden, died in 
1788, grande Gouvernante of the Princeſs Dowager of 


Pruſſia. 

The celebrated Count Monxterffel, Privy Counſellor, and 
firſt Miniſter of the Court of Saxony, replaced by the Count 
Bruhbl. He had afterwards retired to the Court of the Prince 
Royal, who called him his 2uinze Yinge, and after having 
paſſed ſome years at Berlin, he went to Leip/ic, where he 
died in obſcurity. He will be more particularly ſpoken of 
at the end of theſe letters. 
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know that the accuſation of irreligion, 1s 
the laſt reſource of calumniators, and that 
having ſaid this, there is nothing more to 
ſay. The King took fire I kept cloſe, my 
regiment did wonders; and the brandiſh- 
ment of arms, a little flower thrown upon 
the heads of the ſoldiers, men fix feet 


high—and many recruits, were arguments 


ſtronger, than thoſe of my calumnia- 
tors. All is quiet at preſent, and religion, 
Molden, my perſecutors, and my regiment 
are no more ſpoken of. 


I ſet off the 25th for Amalthee, my dear 
garden at Rupin. I turn with impatience, 
to ſee my vineyard, my cherries, and my 
melons; and there, in tranquillity, and 
freed from all uſeleſs cares, I will hive only 
for myſelf. I become daily more ſparing 
of my moments; I give an account of them 
to myſelf, and never loſe any but with re- 
gret. My mind is wholly turned to philo- 
ſophy ; it renders me ſurpriſing ſervices, 
and I make it many returns.—lI find my- 
ſelf happy, enjoying much more tranquil- 
lity than formerly; my foul is leſs agitated 
by vehement and tumultuous movements; 


, I ſup- 


- % 


— — — - 
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I ſuppreſs the firſt effects of my paſſions, 
and never decide until I have well con- 
ſidered the matter in queſtion. What fine 
principles are ſufficient reaſon, and the 
principle of contradiction! They throw 
light and clearneſs into the ſoul ; it is upon 
them I found my judgments, as upon the 
principle, that we ought to negle& no cir- 
cumſtance when we compare caſes 5 to ap- 
ply to one, the conſequence we have drawn 
from the other. Theſe are the arms and 
legs of my reaſon ; without them it would 
be lame, and I ſhould walk, like moſt of 
the vulgar, upon the crutches of ſuperſti- 


tion and error. 


In good truth, moſt men think not at 
all ; they are wholly taken up with preſent 
objects; ſpeak of nothing but what they 
ſee, without thinking what are the hidden 
cauſes, and firſt principles of things. To 


day at noon, I heard a diſcourſe which 
turned entirely on the difference of ſoups, 


and on the beſt manner of curing the 2 
yeſterday evening, the diſſertation was on 


head-dreſs, hoop-petticoats, and on modes 


in general; and theſe people profoundly ver/- 
N ed 
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ed in trifles, always tormented with ennuie, 
love to live, and are afraid to die. 


I forgot, that inſtead of a letter, I addreſs 
to you an eſſay; but if you knew with 
what rapidity the time paſſes, when I think 
of, or write to you, you would hold me ex- 


cuſed. 


Adieu, my dear Diaphane | I love you too 
geometrically for you to ſuſpect me of in- 


conſtancy, and the forty-eighth definition of 


Euclid,* will be falſe, when my friendſhip 
for you ſhall be changed: being with the 
moſt perfect eſteem, 


My dear DrArHANE, 
Your very faithful, and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FREDERIC, 


* There are properly but 35 definitions in Euclid; but 
in adding to this number the ſuppoſitions, and the axioms, 
which follow the definitions, as it appears the Prince Royal 


did; it is to be preſumed, that the gth axiom, is here inſert- 


ed, and which is—The whole is greater than any of its parts ; 
an axiom, evident and inconteſtible, 
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Peterſburgh, 9th July, 1737. 
MY LORD, 


HAVE received at the ſame time, ſeveral _ 
letters with which your Royal Highneſs 
has honoured me, and which have given me 
an extreme joy. All of them are arrived as 
far as No X. including that delivered to me 
by Captam Wartenberg, who 1s but juſt ar- 
rived. The moſt dear and precious of all, 
was that which has reſtored my drooping 
ſpirits, by informing me of the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the health of your Royal Highneſs, 
which you cannot fail at preſent to enjoy. I 
had received the news of your indiſpoſition, 


by the B. de Mardefeld 


I 


We have had here a frightful ſpectacle; 
the fineſt quarter of this city has been re- 
duced to aſhes in the ſpace of two or three 
hours. I am ſtill in the greateſt confuſion, 
writ- 
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writing this letter upon a coffer. I had juſt 
received all my furniture by a veſſel from 


Stetin; every thing has been carried into 


boats, 1n that orderly and charitable manner 
which, you may repreſent to yourſelf on 
ſuch an occaſion. The progreſs of the fire 
was ſtopped at the ſecond houſe from mine, 
and behind it, at that of the B. de Marde- 
feld, which 1s faved. It was night, and 
after having got every thing he could re- 
moved into a place of ſafety, he came 
into my courts with the gala-dreſs of the 
preceding day upon his back, being the firſt 
he had laid his hands upon, and his ſtock- 


ings half drawn, exactly repreſenting a tra- 


gedy buſkin. 


Nothing is gaincd on theſe occaſions, aud 


[ know not yet what I have loſt. I never ſaw 


a more lively repreſentation of the burning 
of Troy—l ſaw acroſs the flames and ſmoak 
which covered the river, the nights being 
light here, veſſels rowed quite full of men 
and houſhold goods; I diſcovered, the citadel 
oppoſite, triumphal arches on the right and 
left ; farther off, great buildings which ap- 
peared to be on fire; and finally, the gre- 

O nadier 
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nadier guards with their helmets, who came 
to give aſſiſtance, finiſhed completely the 
reſemblance. 


Your Royal Highneſs will perceive the 
haſte and confuſion in which I write. I will 
therefore conclude, by adding that we expect 
with impatience, ſome news of the proweſs 
of the Count de Munich, againſt a Seraſquier, 
who has advanced towards him with ſeven 
pachas, which means with ſeventy thou- 
ſand men. On the other ſide Laſc:*, is at the 
gates of Precop, and people are impatient 
to know in what manner he will have knock- 
ed at them to gain entrance. 


Deign to continue in your Royal High- 
neſs's good graces, the moſt faithful of 


your ſubjects, which Heaven has juſt pre- 


ſerved a ſecond time from the flames; un- 
doubtedly with a defign to crown hereafter 
his wiſhes, and who, after this ſweet expect- 
ation, knows no ſentiment more delightful 
than that of having the power, and daring to 
aſſure you of his tender attachment and re- 


ſpectful manner in which he is, and will be 
during his whole life devoted to you, &c. 


U. F. de SUH M. 


* Miſcalled Lei, in a former letter. 
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"he Berlin, 27th Jul), 1737. 


MY DEAk& DIAPHANE, 


ſeems that all the elements leagued to- 
gether, have conſpirgd againſt your life. 
Water was near proving mortal to you dur- 
ing your journey, and fire has been twice 
at your heels. Add to theſe, the exceſſive 
cold of the winter—are not they all ſufficient 
to deſtroy you? Leave therefore as ſoon as 
poſſible, I pray you, a country, for which 
you are not born, and return to where you 
know your perſon is dear. 


However, ſince your deſtiny obliges you 
to live in a foreign country, permit me to 
reap ſome advantage from the abode you will 
make in it. Be ſo good as to give me an 
anſwer in detail to the points which I ſhall 
remark to you, and upon which, I with to 
be perfectly informed. You will be careful 
to withold all falſe or uncertain news, and 
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to give no places but to the truths which 
ſhall come to your knowledge, 


I with to know, 


I.—If at the beginning of the reign of the 
Czar Peter I, the Muſcovites were as brutiſh 
as it is ſaid they were. 4 

I.—What are the principal and uſeful 
changes which the Czar has made in religion?” 

Hl.—In the government which belongs ta 
the general police? 

IV.—In the military art? 

V.—In commerce? 

VI.— What public works are begun ?— 
What are finiſhed? ſuch as communications 
of ſeas, canals, veſſels, edifices, cities, &c. 

VII.—What progreſs in the ſciences ?— 
What eſtabliſhments ? —What advantages 
have been drawn from them ? 

VIiI.—What colonies have been ſent out? 
and with what ſuccours? 

IX.—How much drets, manners, and 
cuſtoms are changed ? | 

X. Is Mu/covy more populous than before. 

XII. How many men, or thereabout ?— 
and how many prieſts ? 


XII.—How much money ? 


Be 
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Be ſo good as to anſwer me all theſe queſ- 
tions, and this upon a paper a part. If the 
obligations I have already to you, were of a 
nature to be encreaſed, it would be by the 
favour I now beg of you to do me. Adieu, 
my dear Diaphane! I am, with perfect eſ- 


Your affectionate and 
Faithful Friend, 
FEDERICK. 


—O—__—— wo — —_—— 


— ww —[— — SEO WALL, 
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Peterſburgh, 1 3th Auguſt, 1737. 
MY LORD, 


1 HAVE received with tranſports of joy, 

the marks of your Royal Highneſs's re- 
membrance, and the aſſurances of your con- 
ſtant friendſhip, by the letter with which it 
has pleaſed your Royal Highneſs to honaur 


me of the 27th of laſt month. Neither my 


functions, which are painful enough, ſince 
I am obliged to go ſeventy-two werſtes, that 
is, ten mortal miles, every time any affair 
calls me to the Court, which reſides during 
the ſummer at Peterhof, nor any thing in 
the world ſhould hinder me from anſwering 
immediately your Royal Highneſs's deſires 


to know, were I in a ſituation to do it.— 


But although your Royal Highneſs is not 


deceived, if you think the points of your 
queſtions make a part of my ſtudy, I am 


at preſent, ſtill fo far from being capable of 


giving an account of ſo many things, that 
4 I can» 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 199 


] cannot prevail upon myſelf, to advance 
any thing of which I am not well informed, 
and convinced before hand on the ſubject. 
But I promiſe to endeavour to ſatisfy your 
Royal Highneſs, thereupon, with the ſame 
earneſt deſire, that I ſhall always have to 
prove to you my zeal on every occaſion ; too 
happy if I can find ſuch as may be impor- 
tant enough to convince you of my being 
perfectly devoted to your will. In the mean 
time | encloſe herein, a copy of the letter 
from the victorious Field Marſhal to his ſon, 
which may ſerve to let your Royal Highneſs 
know in part, the difference there is be- 
tween the Ruſſian nation of to-day, and that, 
which under Peter I. began to manifeſt 1t- 
ſelf by the loſs of the battle of Narva.— 
The Turks, all Janiffaries or Spahis, and all 
choſen men, to the number of twenty-three 
thouſand, defended themſelves, as it may 
be ſaid, to the laſt man, there being ſeven- 
teen thouſand of them killed, and four 
' thouſand of them made prifoners; the 
reſt drowned themſelves. The Seraſquier 
Pacha, of three tails, ſurrendered to 
Lieutenant General Biron, brother to the 
Duke de Courland, whom your Royal High- 
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neſs does not yet know by this title, becauſe 
he has not yet made his notifications; but 
whom you would judge worthy of that ele- 
vation by his great ſentiments, if you knew 
him. As I attach no political idea to this 
eulogium, your Royal Highneſs will take 
it well that J do this juſtice to the Duke, in 
naming him to a Prince, as able a judge of 
real merit, as him to whom I have the hap- 
pineſs to write. The Seraſquier, will be 
brought hither, as well as the Pacha D'Oc- 


zakow. The firſt gave an anſwer as high 


ſpirited as it was decent to General Roman- 
20W, who aſked him, how he had dared to 
defend himſelf - againſt ſo formidable an 
army :—* My duty commanded me to de- 
& fend myſelf,” ſaid he to him, therefore 
& I did not aſk what were the forces of my 
« enemy, but thought myſelf in a ſtate to 
„make reſiſtance, and ſtrong enough even 
to conquer; I ſee clearly, that what has 
& happened, comes from Heaven.” — The 
pillage of Oczakow was prodigious, the city 
being very mercantile. It is affured, that 
each grenadier has had a thouſand ducats to 


* 


his ſhaxe. The maſſacre continued all the 


firſt day ; but afterwards thoſe who were 
found 
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found in caves were made priſoners. This 
place 1s a regularly fortified hexagon ; there 


was found in it eighty-two pieces of can» 
non, and ſeven mortars. 


But a truce with news, leſt I become 
either importunate by ſtupifying you with 
ſuch as are little intereſting, or indiſcreet in 
abuſing your goodneſs to liſten to me. But 
although the whole world reſounded with 
news highly worthy of your attention, oh ! 
let me ſtil] hope, great and amiable Prince, 
they will never make you forget the happy 
mortal whom you have deigned to elevate to 
the dignity of your friend, and whoſe heart 
and ſoul are devoted to you, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM 


LE T» 
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Remuſberg, September 12, 1737. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


[| Have received your warlike letter I ſee 
nothing in it, but the triumph of the 
Count of Munich, and the defeat of the Turks 
and Tartars. I avow to you that I am one 
of thoſe perſons who love to partake of the 
fame of others, and that without philofo- 
phy, I ſhould fee with concern, great 
actions in which I had no active part. The 
Count de Munich, ſeems to wth to be the 
Alexander of the age! he gains battles as 
one would overturn houſes of cards, and 
knows how to conquer provinces with great- 
er rapidity than others travel over them. 


There is an happineſs in coming 4-profos 
into the world, without which, a man never 
does any thing. The Prince de Anhalt,* 

who 


* Leoprld, Prince de Anhalt-Defſau, who greatly diſtin» 
gwiſhed h mſelt in the war of Jah, by his bravery and mili- 
tary talents, 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 203 


who is perhaps the greateſt General of the 
age, lives in obſcurity, of which he alone | 
can be ſenſible of the conſequences ; and | 
others, whole merit is far from being equal 
to his, are the arbitrators of the earth. This | 
comes to what I have juſt ſaid, that it is not 
enough ſimply to have merit, but a man 
muſt {till be in a fituation to diſplay it. The 
peaceful inhabitants of Remuſberg, are not 
ſo warlike ; the clearing of lands is a buſi- 
neſs more agreeable to me than the ſlaught- 
ering of men; and I think myſelf a thou- 
ſand times more happy in meriting a civic 
crown, than a triumph. 


We are going to perform the Oedipus of | 
Voltaire, in which, I ſhall be the theatrical 
hero. I havechoſen the character of Philoc- 
tetes; we muſt content ourſelves with any 


thing. 


Wolff has received the moſt flattering letter 
imaginable from the Cardinal de Fleuri; and 
what is more, the Biſhop of Bamberg has re- 

turned his viſit, andat the end of the converſa- 
tion ſlipped a golden medal of confiderable 
value into his hand. I rejoice at the progreſs 


of 
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philoſophy, as at the encreaſe of my reve- 
nues. It conſtitutes mens happineſs when 
they think juſtly, and the philoſophy of 
Wolff, is certainly not of little uſe to them 
in this reſpect. You, who draw from it 


ſuch divine ſuccours, tell me my dear Dia- 
phane, when you will come and profeſs it 


in our Cantons ? I avow to you, that I long 
to ſee you; I would prove to you my grati- 
tude, and give you marks of my friend- 


ſhip. 


Be ſo good as to anſwer in a ſummary 
manner if you can, the queſtions I have aſk- 
ed you ; a detail would require too many re- 
ſearches. I pray you alſo to name to me 
your friend, for I intereſt myſelf in his be- 
half, and would with to know who 1s the 
honeſt man, with whom you are connected. 


You know me, my dear Diaphane; I hope 
you will never doubt of my friendſhip. It 
is not intereſted, you know it; but it may be 
grateful. I am, with that eſteem which you 
ſo much merit, &c. 


FEDERICK. 
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Peterſburg, September 2d, 1737. 
MY LORD, 


EASONS of prudence, of which your 
Royal Highneſs would undoubtedly ap- 
prove. if I communicated them to you, have | 
made me wait for the departure of the Qou- | 
rier, to give an anſwer to the laſt letter, 
which you did me the honour to write to 
me. I hoped then to recompence myſelf | 
amply, for that conſtraint in writing to you | 
freely about all the wearineſs which the cruel 
diſtance I am at from you makes me experi- 
ence; And in deſcribing to you in colours as 
lively as true, the langour into which ab- 
ſence and the deprivation of every thing 
which can make me happy has plunged me. 
But not having been able to make an excuſe, 
the Courier, whom I am obliged to ſend 
away haſtily to day, I cannot profit by him 
as I wiſhed to have done, For although my 
being perfectly devoted to your Royal High- 
neſs 
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neſs, and my reſpectful tenderneſs for you, 
are my greateſt eulogiums, and conſtitute 
my happineſs, inſomuch that I cannot con- 
ceal them from you, yet your Royal High- 
neſs knows how much prudence I ought to 
uſe with reſpect to the proofs which I dare 
to give you of the warmth of my ſenti- 
ments ; and although the eclat of your fine 
and amiable qualities, ſeems to give to every 
perſon a right to devote himſelf to your 
auguſt and ſacred perſon, with all the ideas 
of the moſt reſpectſul attachment, and to 


prove this to you with the greateſt liberty, 


it is by no means true, that this liberty is 
granted to thoſe who would find the great - 
eſt ſatisfaction and pleaſure in making uſe 


of it. 


It is a reaſon of the ſame nature Which 
makes me defer, until a more ſafe opportu- 
nity, anſwering in detail to the points on 
which your Royal Highneſs wiſhes to be in- 
ſtructed. I am certain you will approve of 


my prudence in this reſpect, if you will 


deign to put yourſelf for a moment intomy 
place, and enter into my ſituation, I will 
never- 
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nevertheleſs moſt aſſuredly give an anſwer : 
I beſeech your Royal Highneſs, to give me 
time only to inform my ſelf well of all theſe 
things, and eſpecially to let me chuſe an oc- 
caſion to ſend you my obſervations. I hope 
you will have the goodneſs to do this, as 
nothing is prefling. Would to God you 


had reaſons to be more anxious in this reſ- 


peat! 


In the mean time, I will add to this letter 
| ſome general conſiderations, from which, 
your Royal Highneſs will know how to 
draw the particular conſequences. 


It is no trifling matter to ſpeak of this Em- 
pire, of its inhabitants, and of its political 
ſtate. ,For this purpoſe, it is neceſſary to 
have lived in it a long time, and to have ob- 
ſerved of one's ſelf ; for there 1s ſcarcely 
any work yet printed, which contains par- 
ticular and ſure relations enough on theſe 


* 


ſubjects. I will nevertheleſs venture to ad- | 


vance herein, what has hitherto been aſcer- 


tained of every thing Which is ſaid of this 


ſtate, and of its inhabitants, a WH 


| * 
, There ( 
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* There are from hence to Oczaktoww, two 
thouſand Werſtes, which make about four 
hundred German miles; to Afracan there 
are nearly ſeven hundred miles. From 
hence to Archangel one hundred and fifty, 
and to China there are twenty- four thou- 
ſand Werſtes; it is true, that there is be- 
tween theſe a part of Grand Tartary. The 
frontiers to the North and of Japan, are not 
yet well determined; for five years paſt, 
| profeſſors have been ſent from time to time 
If to theſe parts to make reſearches on this ſub- 
ject, and it is thought they will get as far 
as America, to which it is probable this Em- 
pire is ſomewhere joined. It may be judged 
| from this, that if the immenſe ſtate known 
l by the name of European and Aſiatic Ruſſia, 
were every where peopled as France and 
Germany are, it would without difficulty 
[| put Europe into its pocket, yet by the man- 
[| ner of raiſing recruits in it, it appears not 
to be ſo thinly peopled as ſome imagine; 


— - — 
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| | oo * 'This appears to be only afragment of the relations of M. 
8 de &alun, to the Prince Royal; but as it vas found among the 


papers of this correſpondence, it was judged that it would be 
intereſting egough to the reader to deſerve a place here. 
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ſince to form a body of ſixty thouſand men, 
no more than the ninetieth man 1s at preſent 
taken. What ſtill ſtrengthens this conſider- 
ation is the certainty that the interior popu- 

lation of the country is not yet ſufficiently 
known ; for it is aſſerted, that notwithſtand- 
ing the rigorous orders given on this head, || 
many proprietors of lands whoſe number of | 
ſubjects is regiſtered at an hundred, have 
four hundred and upwards. 


The ſame inexactitude affects the revenues 
which have not yet been well fixed; and 
thoſe who have confined them to twelve 
millions of roubles, have certainly had no 
other reaſon for doing it than that of deter- 
mining a certain number by an uncertain 
one. But were this calculation juſt, even 

that ſum would produce a greater effect in 
this ſtate than one ten times greater would 
in another, which is the reaſon why there 
are things poſſible in this country which 
cannot be ſo much as thought of in an- 
other. 


] look upon this ſtate as invincible on the 
defenſive; in this caſe it is aw hydra; 
of - armies 
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armies are born in it like men in other 
places, and give no more trouble to be ſet 
on foot than Cadmus had in creating men 
armed cap-a-picd, by ſowing dragons teeth. 


War coſts this ſtate nothing when the 
armies do not go out of the country; and I 
do not call going into the deſerts and into the 
Crimea, going out of the country : becauſe 
the money remains in the army and returns 
home with it. 


A foreign war is burdenſome to every nation; 
but what war is not put an end to in two or 
three campaigns in proſecuting it as the Ruſ- 


ſians do? If it were doubted what could be done 


with the Ruſſian Soldier, it would only be ne- 
ceſſary to examine cooly the affair of Oczatow; 
perhaps nothing has ever been ſeen to equal 
it, and the Seraſquier arrived here, and who 
has had time enough to recover, cannot yet 
get the better of his aſtoniſhment. He can- 
not comprehend even how it was poſſible for 
the army to paſs without danger the im- 
menſe deſerts which it croſſed to arrive at 
the ſcene of Action; and ſays that every 
thing may be expected from troops capable 
of ſupporting ſuch a march without faint- 
23 4 I ing 
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ing with hunger, thirſt, or the ardor of the 
Sun. Never, ſays he, would the Turkith 


army have done as much. 


A Ruſſian is a Soldier as ſoon as he is 
armed, It is certain he may be led to any 
thing, becauſe his obedience is implicit and 
unequalled. With this he can live upon bad 
food and with a little of it. Finally, he 
feems to be expreſsly born for great expedi- 
tions; and if there be ftill an army which 
can give us an idea of the troops of the 
ancients, it is an army of Ruſſians. 


Your Royal Highneſs will judge, that it is 
not yet proper for me to enter into a greater 
detail of all theſe things. The account you 
have juſt read, will give you a preliminary, 
but flight notion of the country and nation 
which you think worthy of your attention. 
J hope to give you in a little time the re- 
mainder of the information you defire on this 


ſubject. 


The reflection which your Royal High- 
neſs has made on the happineſs there is in 
coming à profos into the world is a very juſt 

FP 2 one, 


„ 
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one, and would be very proper to conſole 
the Hero, * of whom your Royal Highneſs 
has ſo high an opinion, if to his military 
talents he knew how to join your philoſo- 
phy. As for my Hero,+ I am in no pain 
about, him. He will have the advantage of 


ſupptior genius, which is, as I may ſay, 


that of making himſelf maſter of con- 
jeQures, to form and govern them at plea- 
ſure, either by his wiſdom, conſtancy, mo- 
deration or bravery, according to what the 
aſe may require. 


I hope your Royal Highneſs will not aſk 
me of whom I ſpeak, or if any thing ſhould 
retain you in doubt, it can be nothing but 


1 your modeſty. 


I had not doubted, but your Royal High- 
neſs would have gueſſed, that the friend 
here with whom I am ſo much ſatisfied, was 


the 


* The Prince Leopold d' Anhailt D:fſau, whom the Prince 
Royal mentions in his lait letter as one of the greateit Gene- 
rals of his time. 


+ Ir is ſuppoſed that A. de Szhm ſpeaks here of the Prince 
Royal himſelf. 
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the Count Biron *, now Duke of Courland. I 


had expreſſed myſelf, in giving his portrait, 
with vivacity enough to make you ſuſpect I 
had betrayed my ſecret in ſpeaking to you 


of him. 


I dare hope, that your Highneſs has be- 
lieved what I have ſaid to you reſpecting 
him, as I can aſſure you, that according to 
all human certainty, I believe I am not de- 
ceived as to the chief part of his character, 
which is undoubtedly as little known as it 
deſerves to be generally ſo. 


In truth we are very ſubject to be deceiv- 
ed in the judgment we form of men, when 
we confine ourſelves to exteriors. How ill 


was I informed of the Duke Biron, and what 
a different idea has he given me of himſelf 


ſince I have been more intimately acquaint- 
ed with him ! It would not be difficult for 
me to make your Royal Highneſs acknow- 
ledge that he 1s a great man, 1f that did not 

ET draw 


* The celebrated favorite of the Empreſs Anne, whom ſhe 
elevated from a ſimple individual to the dignity of Dake of 
Courland, | 
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draw me into a great number of political 
conſiderations, of which you will not yet 
hear ſpoken of. 


I return to philoſophy. I rejoiced with 
your Royal Highneſs, at the honours which 
you received in the perſon of Vol,; as for 
this great man himſelf, he was covered with 
honour from the moment the Marcus 


Aurelius of our age declared himſelf his par- 


tiſan and protector. 


I am very curious to know the ſentiments 


of your Royal Highneſs, on the operations 
of Hungary. Was not that prince well 


ſerved ? They write that the Count de Secken- 
dorf 18 recalled, and that the Count de Phil- 
lippi has received the command. This will 
make a bad figure in the funeral oration of 
the former. 


O that I could partake of the amiable 


amuſements of a Prince who knows how to 


unite every thing which is the moſt agree- 
able ! Perhaps he would think me worthy 
of a little part. Heroiſm is always a fine 

object, 
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illuſion, it ſhews itſelf but in imagery. 


I ſend your Royal Highneſs encloſed here- 
in a little problem of Arithmetic*, of which 
I ſhould be very glad you would give me 
the ſolution. Your Royal Highneſs will 
have much trouble in decyphering it, and as 


much at leaſt, in anſwering it, but this ex- 
erciſe will not fail to have its utility for your 


Royal Highneſs, were it only in exercifing 
your patience, a virtue as neceſſary to a 
P 4 great 


* The problem here ſpoken of, is nothing but the poſt- 
ſcript to the letter, which was found written in Cyphers, 


that is, the letters were repreſented by certain numbers, of 


which the Prince Royal and M. de Suhm had, as it is to be ſup- 
poſed, previouſly agreed, becauſe the key of this myſterious 


writing is not any where found in their correſpondence. The 


reaſons why they were obliged to have recourſe to ſuch an 
invention are eafily gueſſed at. 

The curious reader will undoubtedly ſee here with pleaſure 
ſome ſpecimens of the myſterious letters which the Prince 
Royal wrote to M. de Suhm. But as their contents are what 
ought principally to intereſt him, and excite his curioſity, we 
have taken the trouble to ſeek for a key to them, which we 
have found, not without ſome difficulty by the aid of a few 
interpretations of the Cyphers. The alphabet here added is 
that which ſerved to compoſe the letters, as the agreement 
of the figns fully proves, 
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great Prince as to the meaneſt of his ſub- 
jects. : 


P. S. (In Crenzxs.) 


The Duke of Courland, takes a pleaſure 
in being uſeful to you, without any politi- 
cal view; I will therefore continue to regu- 


late 
" = oo of IT 0 
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Each letter has four repreſentative numbers, which would 
infinitely have augmented the difficulty of the decyphering, if 
the numbers in following the order of the alphabet, had not 
at the ſame time preſerved their own, 
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late with him the loan which you need have 
no delicacy in accepting from a great Lady, 
who, thinking in a manner worthy of her- 
ſelf and you, does not pretend, by this, to 
engage you to any acknowledgement, and 
hopes for your eſteem only, which ſhe 
merits otherways by her heroic ſentiments. 


There will be but three confidents in this 
affair, the Duke, the Lady®, and myſelf. 
Therefore let me know very clearly, in 
cyphers, the ſum which will be neceflary to 


you. 


Say ſomething gracious to me at the ſame 


time of the Duke, who is deſerving of it in 
every reſpect, and charge me, if you think 
proper, to congratulate him on his eleva- 
tion. The Emperor did it, even before his 
notification; and the King of Pruſſia has 
anſwered him in the moſt obliging terms. 
The other crowned heads will do the ſame. 
They have their political reaſons which you 
have not ; on which account the Duke will 
be more ſenſible of your attention, which 


* This Lady was the Empreſs. 


will 
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will flatter him agreeably with the hope of 
acquiring ſome day your friendſhip, which 
he merits in many reſpects. 


Your Royal Highneſs, will not this time 
have reaſon to complain of the ſhortneſs of 
my letter; there ſtill remains enough to 
ſhake the conſtancy of any body leſs proof 
againſt it than yourſelf, I haſten therefore 
to conclude, and to put the ſeal to what this 


letter will inform you, of my zeal to ſerve 


vou: permit me to reiterate to you the aſ- 
ſurances of the tender reſpect and perfect 
ſubmiſſion, with which I ſhall be to the laſt 


moment of my life, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 


LE T. 
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L T2EgvL ELM8. 


Remnſverg, Nov. 15th, 1737. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


NE of the ancients once ſaid, “ that 
| there is no perfe& happineſs in this 
world ;” and this is what I perceive every 
day. I live in peace and repoſe; I have 
the happineſs to have friends whom I love 
ſincerely, and by whom I am fincerely be- 
loved ; but the misfortune 1s, that I can- 
not enjoy them, as they are for the moſt part 
ſo far from Remuſberg, and that correſpon- 
dence goes on ſo badly, ſo many circuits 
are neceflary before the news of them can 
reach me, and in a word, having the plea- 
ſure to ſay to myſelf I have real friends, I 
have at the ſame time the mortification not 
to enjoy their company. 


I receive your letters but once in fix weeks, 


and ſometimes but once in two months.— 


And although they always cauſe me great 
joy, 


: 
Y 
» — —ʃ̃— — — — 
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Joy, they cannot however conſole me for 
your abſence. In truth, my dear Diapbane, 
you are too exquiſite a ſpirit for the country 
to which your poſt attaches you. I had 
nearly ſaid that I merited alone to enjoy all 


pour wit, but feared, leſt that might have 


ſeemed too preſumptive: although I might 
have juſtified myſelf by another conſiderati- 
on, becauſe the perfect friendſhip I have for 
you, might ſupply the want of all other 


merit in me. 


You are undoubtedly informed of the fall 
of Seckendorf,* a juſt puniſhment for the 
wicked and bad actions he has committed. 
He has his turn at laſt; and after having 
long been the idol of fortune, he is become 
in decrepitude, the Prey of his enemies. He 


18 


* The immortal author of the Memoirs of Bran denbourgh, 
ſpeaks of him as follows: The Count de Seckendorf, came to 
« Berlin, immediately after the ſucceſſion of George II. 
* 1726. He ſerved as General to the Emperor, and Saxony, 
at the ſame time; he was ſordid ; his manners were rude 
% and very clowniſh; lying was ſo habitual to him, that he 
4% had loſt the uſe of truth. He had the ſoul of an uſurer, 
which paſſed at one time into the body of a military man, 
% and at others, into that of a negociator. It was neverthe- 
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is accuſed of horrid things, all very likely 
to be true, as they accord perfectly with his 
character! he is accuſed of letting the whole 
Imperial army want neceflaries, to ſatisfy 
his ſordid avarice. There is no exaction 
which 1s not imputed to him ; his enemies 
lay to his charge the ill ſucceſs of the laſt 
campaign, and the prieſthood animates all the 
devotees againſt him on account of religion. 
After all, I pity him: it is true that a con- 
tinued proſperity had rendered Seckendorf in- 
ſupportable ; it is true alſo, that all the cha- 
grin he cauſed me merited retribution; it 
1s poſſible, that all the accuſations brought 
_ againſt 


„ leſs this perſonage who was an inſtrument in the hands of 
« Providence to break the treaty of Hanover, 1727. He 


took poſſeſſion of the mind of the King, Frederick William, 


„ with ſo much addreſs, that he prevailed on him to fign at 
«© WW ufterhauſen, a treaty with the Emperor.” 


Lower down his diſgrace is ſpoken of ; 

© The bad turn which the war of Hungary took, damped the 
&« ſpirits of the Emperor. His mind being embittered by the 
„ evils of war, he blamed his Generals. Seckendorf, was 
i ;mpriſoned in the Caſtle of Gratz.” 


However he obtained permiſſion to retire into Saxony, where 
he died in an advanced age, at one of his eſtates, during the 
ſeven years war. 
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againſt him may be well founded ; but that 
does not difprove that he has great and ex- 
cellent military talents, and that he has it 
in his power more than any other perſon 
whatſoever, to render ſignal fervices to the 
Emperor. I ſuppoſe we ſhall foon know 
his fate. 


nn 


This is all J have to inform you of that 
which is the moſt intereſting. As to what 
relates to myſelf, I ſtudy with all my might, 
I do all I can to acquire the knowledge ne- 
ceffary to acquit myſelf worthily of every 
114 thing which may come within my jurif- 
1 | diction. Finally, I ſtrive to make myſelf 

| 


- % ww 


better, and to ſtore my mind with every 
vn thing of which antiquity and modern times 
vi furniſh the moſt illuſtrious examples. 
'F 4 
Lil Give me I pray you, my dear Diaphane, 
10 before it be long, ſome account of your- 
1 
* ſelf, and be aſſured, that nobody can love 
vi you more than 
mw 
14 My dear D1aPHANE, 
1118 Es Your faithful and 

li; 3 Affectionate Friend, 


FE DE RICK. 
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A Note in Cyphers, without Signature, and without 
Date.“ 


4. 


IF I can have fourteen thouſand crowns 
in the month of April or May, they will 
be ſufficient, and give me much ſatisfaction. 
I ſhall always have a great obligation to the 
Duke for them, and which I wiltendeavour 
to prove to him hereafter. Suffice it for the 
preſent that I am not ungrateful. If ſure- 
ties be required, I offer one ſigned by my 
brother, without his knowing, as you may 
imagine, any thing of the buſineſs, in any 
manner whatſoever, or his being able to 
gueſs even at it. Theſe are my affairs, and 
you may naturally ſuppoſe that I will uſe 
all poſſible prudence. If you do not think 
him neceſſary, ſo much the better; but it 
is only in caſe of my death that I propoſe 
his ſecurity. Adieu, my dear Diaphane, it is 
midnight. Good might, I am, wholly 


your's 


* This Note, to judge of it by the dates and contents of 
the letters, was either ſent apart, or inſerted in the letter 
which follows, The firſt ſuppoſition ſeems the moſt proba- 
ble, py 
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E 5 T TS. © JM 


Remuſcerg, 26th Nov. 1737. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


T is very painful to ſee myſelf ſeparated 
from you in-ſo cruel a manner, and that 
your deſtiny attaches you to a place more 
than two hundred German miles diſtant from 
Remuſberg. And to add to my diſagreeable 
ſituation, I hear from you but ſeldom, which 
is no little mortification, when we love our 
friends fincerely. 


I enter entirely into the reaſons which 
prevent you from giving me the particulars 


I wiſhed to know about Rufſia. I confeſs to 


you that my curioſity had not conſulted 
prudence ſo much as it ought to have done. 
But one fortunate circumſtance is, that I 
am never in danger of falling into an error 
with you, and that an imprudence on my 
part will never lead you to commit one 


yourlelt. 


How 
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How wretched is that unhappy policy 
which reſtrains men from ſhewing the friend- 
ſhip they have for each other. Why can- 
not I give you marks of all my eſteem and 
acknowledgement? What flavery—what 
tyranny—not to dare to expreſs ſuch rea- 
ſonable ſentiments! In truth, this world is 
in an ill humour at preſent, and it is a ſtrange 
neceſſity, that of not daring to be grateful 
without trembling. However this may be, 
always figure to yourſelf my heart, and read 
therein all the ſentiments which inclination, 
eſteem, friendſhip, and real gratitude in- 
ſpire. I could with to ſend you the map of 
it, being perſuaded that you would be en- 
tirely ſatisfied with the contents. 


I have no anſwer to make to all the oblig- 

ing things you have ſaid to me. Tender- 
neſs directed your pen, and we know that 
tenderneſs 1s as blind as fortune. I pray 
you my dear Diaphane, eraſe all my he- 
roiſm, except that of my friendſhip for 
you. If the qualities of the heart can en- 
ter into the compoſition of a hero ; if fidelity 
and humanity can be ſubſtituted for brutal, 


Q and 
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and ſometimes barbarous furor of conquer- 
ers; if the deſcernment and choice of honeſt 
men can be preferred to the vaſt genius of 
thoſe who conceive the greateſt projects; 
finally, if good intentions and mildneſs be 
preferable to the activity of thoſe reſtleſs 
men who ſeem born to overturn the world ; 
then, and on theſe conditions, I can enter 
into competition with them. But as all 
theſe qualities which I have juſt quoted, 
goodneſs, mildneſs, &c. are capable of 


forming a good citizen only, and not a great 


man, I have not the vain pride to pretend to 


this title; and I aſſure you, that I will al- 


ways prefer thoſe of a faithful friend, of a 


man who compaſſionates the miſeries of 


others; finally, of a being who believes him- 


ſelf to be a man, but to do good to others, 
in whatever ſituation they may be. 


I read with ſome intenſity of mind, your 
mathematical and arithmetical ſyſtem; I 
have done my beſt to anſwer it; I hope I 
have explained myſelf clearly, and in the 
manner you wiſh, 


Kaiſerling 
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Kaiſerling,* who knows the Count Biron, 
having ſtudied with him at Koningſberg, has 
always ſpoken to me much in his favour. 
You confirm what he has ſaid of him. 3 
am very glad he is one of your friends; 
he is an honeſt man, he merited your friend- 
ſhip, and this quality renders him more 
reſpectable in my eyes than if he was a 
King. In fact, what is this vain title? and 
what change does it produce in a man? I 
aver that it never produces any advantageous 
one, and that more than one virtue has 
been ſeen obſcured by the ſhadow of a 
throne. It is true that Kings are the mortal 
ſymbols of the majeſty of God; but this 
is all; for take away their power and great- 
neſs, their Court and flatterers, moſt of 
them are but poor creatures, without virtue, 
and little worthy to inſpire admiration, 


You will therefore give me great plea- 
ſure in | faying to the Count Biron, that I con- 


Q 2 gratulate 


* A zealous and enlightened admirer of Frederic II. whom 
he ſerved uſefully a long time in quality of Aid de Camp 
Major. The King much regretted his loſs; and had given 
him a penſion of 1500 crowns, which he enjoyed until his 
death, which happened in the year 1749. 
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gratulate him with all my heart, on his ele- 
vation to the Duchy of Courland; that I 
always intereſted myſelf in the fortune of 
men of merit, and that however unknown 
to me he may be, it was ſufficient for me 
to be informed of his fine qualities, to in- 
tereſt myſelf warmly in every thing which 
might be advantageous to him, 


You ſpeak of the recall of Seckhendorf, 
and I add the news of his detention. He 
is actually arreſted at Vienna. His enemies 
accuſe him of an infinite number of mal- 
verſations. The principal heads of the ac- 
cuſation are, the illicit means which he made 
uſe of to enrich himſelf during the laſt cam- 
paign. His friends give out here, that he 
will find the means of clearing himſelf from 
all theſe imputations, and that he will come 
as white as ſnow from his trial. For my 
part I doubt of it; for it is known that a- 


varice was always his reigning vice. One 


thing 1s certain, and upon which you may 
rely, that his career 1s ended, and that the 
name of Seckendorf, will never more be 
heard ſpoken of.——The Cardinal Ne- 
| Pole, 
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Bote, has left Berlin, and is going to enter 


the ſervice of Anſpach. 


What viciſſitude! What rapid changes 
from the moſt brilliant fortune, to the 
moſt unexpected wretchedneſs ! ſhould an 
eloquent orator exclaim in this place—in 
fact he would not do amiſs. Compare for 
a moment the fituation of the Count Sec- 
kendorf in the year 1728, and the year 1729, 
with the one he 1s in at preſent. He 
was the arbiter of Germany ; he regulated 
every thing, and in the moſt abſolute and 
imperious manner in the world: he made 
treaties, reconciled or ſet powers at variance 
according to his good pleaſure, and ſaw 
Princes and ſovereigns debaſe themſelves 
even 1o far as to make their court to him. 
In the ſpring of -the preſent year he govern- 
ed at Vienna the whole Council of the 
Emperor; he conducted events as he thought 
proper, and diſpoſed ſovereignly of his 
whole army: ſix months are paſſed, and 
this man, whom a continued proſperity had 


42 elevated 


* It is not well known who this Cardinal Nepote is; it is 
believed to be a ſuppoſed name. There has never been at 
| Berlin any Cardinal but the Cardinal de Zinzendorf. 
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elevated to the ſummit of the wheel of for- 
tune, 1s at once precipitated from his ſphere, 
without foreſeeing the impetuoſity of the 
ſtroke which bore him down; nothing re- 
mains to him but the hatred of the army 


which he commanded ; and it may be ſaid, 


that the public waited but for the moment 
of his fall to declare themſelves his enemy. 
It is certain, that the intrigues of the Jeſuits 
have contributed not a little, to his loſs. I 


believe that 
(Litchenflein) 


(25, 73» 17, 33, 94, 77, 57» $3, 19, 98, 102) 
contributed to it a good deal on his part; 


but 8 is certain that the 
de (Deſau) 
ts) (18, 44,) (23, 69, 32, 15, 34») 
had his ſhare in the buſineſs. This is one 


glaring example of the inſtability of for- 
tune. Seckendorf has been its idol during 
his whole life, and now he is on the de- 


cline, in decrepitude, ſhe turns her back to 
him, 


The King pities him much. For 
my part I feel for him, in caſe of his being 


innocent; but if he be culpable, I think 


him ſcarcely worthy of compaſſion. 


More + 
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Moreover the affairs of the Emperor go 
on as badly as it is poſſible in Hungary. The 
French ſtrive with all their might to eſtabliſh 
peace between the Emperor and the Turks, 
and it is not to be doubted but they have a 
plan formed to fall on all fides upon the 
Ruſſian Empire. I believe this to be one of 
thoſe plans whoſe hardineſs is more to be 
admired than its ſolidity. The world will 
certainly produce new events. As for my- 
ſelf, who am but a ſpectator, for which I 
thank God, I ſee all that paſſes with a ſtoical 
indifference, and without making myſelf 
uncaſy about any thing. 


During the four months I have been here, 
I have not diſcontinued my ſtudies. I make 
it a duty to employ my time well, and to 
draw from it all poſſible advantage. In or- 
der to communicate to you ſome of my 
amuſements, I venture to ſend you an Ode, 
the ſubject of which has been of no ſmall 
aſſiſtance to me. Once more, my dear Dia- 
pbane, excuſe my follies, and read this Ode 
with ſome indulgence; it is not to beg your 
approbation, but to give you an account of 
my amuſements, that I ſend it. 
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We ſhall ſet off the next week for Berlin, 
I ſhallthere find my fire fide, but not him 
whoſe converſation charmed my mind.— 
Remember, my dear Diaphane, that there is, 
in Germany, a little country, fituated in a 
valley, gay enough, and ſurrounded with 
woods, where your name and remembrance 
will never periſh as long as I ſhall inhabit it! 
Remember your friend, who, in whatever 
part of the world he may be, and in what- 
ever ſituation future events may place him, 
will never ceaſe to be with all imaginable 
eſteem and gratitude, 


My dear Driayrnane, 
Your very faithful and 
Affectionate friend 
FED ERICE. 


The length of this letter will enable you 
to judge of my leiſure. 


O DE 
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T OI dont la ſageſſe adorable, 
De VUnirers congut le plan, 

Toi dont le pouvoir ineffable, 

D'un mot le tira du neant ; 

Divin Auteur de la nature, 

Souffre que plein d'une ardeur pure 
J'oſe publier en tous lieux, 

Et ta douceur & ta cl:mence ; 

Et que dans ma reconnoiſſance, 
Ma voix s'éleve juſqu'aux Cieux! 


C'eſt Toi, c'eſt ta grice infinie, 
Qui dans ton con'eil Eternel, 
Daignant m'appeler à la vie, 

Me mit dans ce monde mortel. 
C'eſt toi ſeul par qui ma paupiere 
S'ouvrit aux traits de la lumiere ; 
Sans toi dans I'cternelle nuit, 

Sans corps, & fans intelligence, 

Je n'eus point regu l'exiſtence, 

Et l'amour ne m'eiit point produit. 
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La droite raiſon qui m'<claire, 
De tes dons les plus pre-icux, 

De la fange de cette terre 

Eleve mon eſprit aux Cieux. 
Dans le moindre de tes ouvrages, 
Elle me montre les images 

D'un Dieu puiffant, d'un Createur ; 
Le ver qui rampe ſur la terre 
Plus que la foudre & le tonnerre 


Me fait adorer ta grandeur, 


Le monde, ce ſuperbe ouvrage, 
Qui ſuffit à tous nos beſoins; 
Les biens dont tu permets Puſage, 
Dont nous jouifſons par tes ſoins ; 
Toutes les douceurs de la vie, 
Les faveurs dont tu Pas remplie, 
Tout fut fait pour nous contenter 
Et ton infinie ſageſſe 
Dans ce monde m'offre ſans ceſſe 


Tout ce que j'y puis ſouhaiter. 


Voyez du ſein de Fopulence 
Sortir la troupe des Beaux-Arts; 
Ils ſont conduits par la Science; 
Et ranges ſous ſes etendards, 

Ils s'érigent un edifice, 

Ici des couleurs Partifice, 

Me trace des objets abſens ; 

La la ſublime Poeſie, 

Menant ſa ſœur, la Symphonie, 
A la fois charme tous mes ſens, 
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O Dicu! de tes dons ineffables 
Qui peut compter la quantite ? 

Ta main ſur les plus miſerables 
Repand richement ſa bonte. 

Et lorſque la mort devorante, 

D*un coup de fa faux defolante, 

Vient de moiſſonner nos beaux jours; 
Ce n'eſt point ſa fureur cruelle, 
Mais c'eſt ta bonte paternelle 

Qui de nos maux finit le cours. 


Oui, Phomme compoſe d'argile 
Doue d'organes & de ſens. 
Eſt de natnre trop fragile 
Pour devenir vainqueur du temps, 
Le feu de fa frele jeuneſſe, 
Ou les glaces de fa vieilleſſe, 
Toujours precipitent ſes pas; 
Telle, qu'une vapeur legere, 
Son exiſtence paſſagere 
Se perd dans l'ombre du trepas, 


Ah! quand mon ame appeſantie 
Subiroit la loi de ſon corps, 
Et deſcendroit ancantie 
Dans le ſombre empire des morts, 
Grand Dieu, ta clemence infinie 
Dans aucun ſens ne ſe denie 
En me condamnant a perir 
Ta bonte ſe fera connoitre. 

Eſt-ce un malheur de ne point &tre ? 
Ah! qui n'eſt plus, ne peut ſouffrir. 
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Mais ſi mon ame, en ſa dur=c, 
D*Atropos trompe le ciſeau, 
Et que fa ſubſtance epuree 
Survive a Vhorreur du tombeau; 
Cet avenir eſt plein de charmes, 
Je ſens des plaifirs ſans alarmes, 
Je vois un Dieu plein de bonte ; 
Un Dieu qui dans fa grace utile 
Reunit mon ame fragile 
A ſa divine &ternitc, 


Deja je vois les Cieux qui s'ouvrent, 


Déjà je vois mon bienfacteur! 
Les voiles épais qui le couvrent, 
Ne le cachent plus à mon cœur. 
La bonte fait ſon caractere, 
Et des rayons de ſa lumiere, 

Je ſens mon cœur 8illuminer ; 
Ce Dieu cherit ſes creatures, 

Ceux dont les ames toujours pures 
Se ſoumettent ſans raiſonner. 


Qu'un Scolaſtique atrabilaire, 
Sans charite, peu tolerant, 
Plein d'un faux zele ſanguinaire, 
Depeigne Dieu comme un tyran 
Et que ſon eſprit imbèécille 
Du fiel que diſtille ſa bile, 
Emprunte toutes les couleurs; 
Ce venin que ſa bouche impure 
Vomit en blaſpheme, en injure, 
De ſon cœur marque les horreurs. 


LE Ts» 
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Peterſturg, December 1 3» 1737. 


MY LORD, 


Have ſuffered a few days to paſs before I 

gave an anſwer to the gracious letter with 
which your Royal Highneſs honoured me 
the 15th of November, in hopes of receiv- 
ing one to that which IT had lately the 
honour to write to you, and at the ſame 
time in that of being able to determine 
ſomething on the ſubject of the arithmeti- 
cal problem. But as this anſwer 1s flow 
in coming, I cannot defer for a longer time 
to aſſure your Royal Highneſs reſpectfully, 
how much I am ſenſible of the flattering 
aſſurances which you have deigned to give 
me, of your gracious remembrance. Ves, 
I dare tell your Royal Highneſs, that you 
owe them to me as much from pity as from 
juſtice, for they are my only conſolations 
and comforts; they alone ſupply every thing 
which 
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which is wanting to my perfect happineſs 
here; and if ever any one has deſerved them 
by all the ſentiments which you can defire 
in a man, to think him worthy of your 
affection and eſteem, doubt not of it by any 
means, My Lord, it is myſelf. 


Except that the diſtance I am at from your 
Royal Highneſs, which makes me almoſt 
continually melancholy, and does not ſuffer 
me to taſte perfectly of any pleaſure, I have 
reaſon enough to be ſatisfied with my fi- 
tuation here, enjoying as I do, every plea- 
ſure which the climate affords. Neverthe- 
leſs, ſocieties are wanting, not ſo much for 
the want of men, but for the want of ſociabi- 
lity. It is not eaſy to determine whether the 
cauſe of this unſociableneſs muſt be ſought 
for in the yet unciviliſed and rude character 
and manners only of the nation, or whether 
the nature of the government contributes in 
ſome degree to it ; I am inclined to believe, 
that much in this reſpect, is to be attributed 


to the latter. 


After all I muſt return to your Royal 
Highneſs's reflection, that there is no per- 
fect 
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fect happineſs in this world: it is not 
therefore without a mixture of grief, that I 
taſte the pleaſure of expreſſing at the end 
of each letter to your Royal Highneſs, at 
ſo great a diſtance, the tender veneration 
and reſpectful attachment, with which I 
ſhall never ceaſe to be, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM, 
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L ST T B K HT; 


Peterſourgh, 11th March, 1738. 


MY LORD, 


T is neceſſary to have as much confidence 

as I have in the goodneſs with which 
your Royal Highneſs honours me, to dare to 
preſent myſelf to you in writing, after hav- 
ing remained filent in appearance for ſo long 
a time, and after what has juſt happened to 
me. A brother of mine in Saxony, has juſt re- 


turned me a letter, which I had by miſtake, 


addrefled tohim inſtead of your Royal High- 
neſs. This could not have happened to me, 
but with him in whom I have the greateſt 
confidence; for if it has been poſſible for me 
to forget for a moment what prudence ſhould 
never have ſuffered me to forget, this fault 


could come but from the ſecurity into which 


the full confidence J have in my brother, 
placed me, in whom I run no riſk of being 
deceived, and with whom this miſtake can 
beattended with no ill conſequences. To ena- 


ble 
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ble me to correct it as ſoon as poſſible, he 
has immediately returned me the letter; and 
as I had rather incur the reproaches of your 
Royal Highneſs, for my inconſiderateneſs, 
than for my negligence or forgetfulneſs, I 
haſten to confeſs to you my fault, perſuaded 
that your generous and indulgent friendſhip 
will pardon me; and that our confidence 
in my fidelity will not permit the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion of it to enter your mind. 


The letter contained nothing important, 
or which required ſecrecy, having acknow- 
ledged by it the receipt only of your Royal 
Highneſs's laſt letter, and reiterated to you 
the aſſurances of my zeal, and deſire to 
{ſerve you. I have already executed the com- 
miſhon with which you were pleaſed to 
charge me, and I hope to be as happy asI 
was the firſt time in fulfilling your deſires. 


I hope for an early and ſafe opportunity of 
getting conveyed to your Royal Highneſs, 
ſome new books which my bookſeller has 
juſt ſent me, and which you will read with 
advantage and pleaſure. Your Royal High- 
neſs will permit me to ſay a good deal to 

R you 
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you by means of the opportunity I hope for, 
having a great defire, and need for pour- 
ing into the boſom of my auguſt and adora- 
ble friend, all the ſentiments with which 
my ſoul 1s penetrated, on his account, which 
ſupport it, and are its eſſence. Oh! My 
Lord, when ſhall I enjoy this happineſs at 
your feet? I have already ſuffered more 
than a year's abſence ; and abſence is but 
little favourable to Friendſhip. However, 
who knows? O ſelf-love! thou falfifies 
without our knowing it, all our ſentiments, 
all our opinions, by the ſecret and almoſt 
imperceptible mixture of our preſumption ! 
Thou faicinateſt inceflantly our eyes with 
adulatory illuſion ! and preventing us from 
being ſincere with ourſelves, thou putteſt it 
out of our power to become acquainted with 
our own characters! Who knows, therefore, 
I meant to ſay, if it be not to this abſence, 
even of Which I complain, that J am in- 
debted for the conſtancy of your good graces ? 
Who kues, if my preſence, and an op- 
portunicy of knowing me better, would not 
ſoon deſtroy in the mind of your Royal 
Highneſs, the favourable idea which you 
have been pleated to form of me? I will 


PS ne- 
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penetrate myſelf with this thought, it will 
perhaps help me to ſupport my abſence 


from you. 


Whatever the right which my poor merit 
may give me to the continuance of your pre- 
cious favours, and if I were told, even that 
I ought on that account to renounce them, 
I feel there would nevertheleſs remain 
to me a ſacred right to your friendſhip, of 
which nothing in tae world can deprive me, 
and which only can merit a return of it; I 
mean that which my religious attachment, 
my tender, reſpectful, and entire devotion 
to your ſacred perſon gives me; it 1s this 
right which I dare enforce, in ſupplicating 
your Royal Highneſs to continue to me 
your precious benevolence, affirming to you 
that no perſon in the world can render him- 
ſelf more worthy of it, by his ſentiments of 
tenderneſs, veneration, and the manner in 


which he is devoted, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM - 
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«» Wo op ] 


Neniiſlerg, March 21, 1738. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


NOW me better, my dear Diaphane, and 
do me juſtice. I ſuſpected you neither 
of forgetfulneſs nor negligence, although 1 
had not heard from you for a long time, I 
was in truth afraid of the miſcarriage of 
ſome one of your letters; but my ſuſpicions 
have never gone fo far as to accuſe you your- 
ſelf. I have received tov many proofs of 
your friendihip; and I have morcover fo 
certain a conviction of your fidelity, that I 
am incapabie of doubting it in any reſpect 
whatſoever. You cannot believe with what 
impatience people aik me for books. There 
are certain perſons who carry it to an indiſ- 
creet length. I forced myſelf once, from 
motives of civility, to let theſe people have 
ſome, and ſince that time all power of re fu- 
ſal is loſt. As ſoon as thoſe which YOu 
have been ſo good as to part with to oblige 


18 
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mie arrive, I will immediately ſacrifice them 
to their voracity ; they ſhall not even enter 


my library. 


Things have been fince I faw you, nearly 
in the fame ſituation as when certain pertons 
cauſed me from time to time a good deal of 
uneafineſs, That man would be very weak 
who ſhould pretend he never experienced it, 
the world being a ſchool of adverſity, and 
diſagreeable things, a ſeaſoning which pre- 
vents our happineſs from being corrupted, 


by appearing to us too inſipid. 


We ſhall next week begin the exerciſes. 
The 25th of May, we ſhall be at Berlin, 
in july the Court will go to Veel; after 
which, your friend will eſcape to his Tuſcu- 
lum, to philoſophize there at his eaſe. This 
is my way of life, it may be deſcribed in 
three words. This is convenient enough, 
and the hiſtorian which 1 ſhall ſome day 
have, may ſpare himſelf. much pain and 
paper. With reſpect to his readers, they 
will have to remember but three Epochas, 
Exerciſes, Fournies, and Remuſberg. Here I 
am, returned to the latter; much good may 

- K-29 it 
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it do me: You are not forgotten there ; 
you have nothing to fear on this head; my 
heart is always inviolably attached to the 
ſentiments which you know it poſſeſſes; as 
for my mind I cultivate it as much as poſ- 
ſible. I would, were it in my power, make 
it a fertile ſoil, and ſow it with all forts of 
good things, that they might ſpring up in 


time, and bear fruit in their kind. 


Confiding myſelf entirely to your friend- 
ſhip and prudence, I pray you to think ſome- 
times of me as of a real friend, who lan- 


guiſhes to ſee you, and burns to give you 
marks of his efteem. 


I am, for ever, 


My very dear DiAPHANE, 


Your faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FEDERICK, 


LET- 
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Peterſhurgh, 21ſt March, 1738. 
MY LORD, 


Take the opportunity of the Courier, to 
whom I have given directions to paſs by 
Berlin, to deliver ſafely to your Royal High- 
neſs the conjuring book, which accompa- 
nies this letter, and which your Royal High- 
neſs will have the goodneſs to decypher, and 
to ſend me as ſoon as poſſible, the ſolution, 
By the ſame conveyance, I ſend you the 
new geographical charts of the Crimea, the 
theatre of war. Not knowing yet, what 
would be agreeable to your Royal Highneſs, 
I ſend you a new minuet by Madoni, which 
was much liked here at the laſt balls, that 
your Royal Highneſs may judge of the mu- 
ſical taſte of the people of Peterſburgh. As 
whimſical as it is, it has pleaſed me, becauſe 
there is ſomething in it rural, which has 
by a charm quite fingular, tranſported my 
fancy to Remuſberg. Do not, however, on 
R 4 this 
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this account attribute to 1t too much merit, 
for the cauſe is more in me than in the com- 
poſition ; for which reaſon there is ſcarcely 
any agreeable object, which, in preſenting 
itſelf ro my eyes, does not recall to my mind 
the idea of that happy abod2, the only ob- 
ject of my deſires, and which ſeems to me, 
in the ideal cnjoyment which I experience 
frequently of the peace and happineſs of 
which it 1s the aſylum, to be the center of 
all the pleaſures and agreeable ſentiments of 
which my heart is ſuſceptible. 


Your Royal Highneſs will diſcover by 
this deſcription, the effect of the connection 
of ideas and ſenſations of which our maſter 


of philoſophy ſpeaks. 


I have alſo encloſed in the packet a little 
piece in verſe, pretty enough.“ Not being 
able to compole verſes, I was reduced to 
have recourſe to thoſe of others to make 


your Royal Highneſs a return for thoſe 
with which you Lonoured me. But I will 


not deceive you by giving them to you as 
my 


* This piece was not ſound among the letters, 
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my own, as the Latin Poet formerly deceiv- 
ed the Auguſtus of his time. I ought un- 
doubtedly on this occaſion to make an eulo- 
gium on the fine Ode which your Royal 
Highneſs ſent me, and which I read over 
and over again with new pleaſure; but to 
humour your modeſty, I will content myſelf 
with telling you, that it touched me to the 
bottom of my heart, as much on account 
of its being fine and affecting, as of its be- 
ing a production of yours. Your Royal 
Highneſs's follies, as you are pleaſed to call 
them, would do honour even to the wiſeſt 
of men. And if you knew how to make 
{o worthy and noble an uſe of your leiſure, 
what wonders ought not the univerſe to ex- 
pect from the accompliſhment of your duty! 
What felicity will fall to the ſhare of the 
fortunate people who adore you already, 
and who are going to become one of the 
moſt flouriſhing, under the ſhadow of the 
auguſt throne, to which Heaven calls you, 
and for which it ſeems to have formed you, 
in giving you all the virtues which make a 
great Monarch, a King after God's own 
heart, an adored father of his people. 


But 
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But pardon me, I beſeech you! I forget 
myſelf notwithitanding all I can do. Deign 
to excuſe this involuntary effuſion of a 
heart which has neither ſentiment nor life 


but for you, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 


P. s. IN CYPHERS. 


YOU will receive in the month of May, 
a remittance. It will apparently be of the 
ſame ſum as that of laſt year, for I have not 
been able to preſcribe any thing. You may 
Judge that the Duke has a defire of being 
uſeful to you, for it is an effort he has made, 
having terrible debts to pay for his prede- 
ceſſors. It is true he has a great reſource.* 
It is undoubtedly from hence that future 
ſuccours are to be expected. The perſon in 
whom it is found, is well diſpoſed. She 


loves 


It is ealily foreſeen that the Zmpre/5 is here intimated, 
of whom Biron Duke of Courland was the favourite. The 
anſwer of the Prince Royal to the Poſtſcript, leaves no doubt 
upon the matter, 
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loves and eſteems you really, and will have 
a great pleaſure in rendering you ſervice: 
perſuaded that among people of the ſame 
rank, and who think greatly, reciprocal aſ- 
ſiſtance may be given without conſequence. 
The only queſtion is the manner. She 
would not offer you her aſſiſtance, to make 
you think that ſhe required of you other 
ſentiments than thoſe which ſhe thinks ſhe 
merits in other reſpects. I could not but ad- 
mire this delicacy, and at the ſame time I de- 
ſcribed your character, which convinced her 
that you thought as greatly as herſelf. She 
wiſhed you to write her a few words in Ger- 
man; I proteſted againſt it, as impoſſible 
with propricty, although ſhe gave her word 
to return your letter the moment ſhe had 
read it. Upon this, I ſaid, I would pro- 
poſe to you to charge me with the buſineſs, 
as if it were in my name. If therefore you 
have no ſcruple about it, ſend me a memoir 
ſigned, or a letter, by which you authoriſe 
me to arrange the buſineſs, recommending 
very ſeriouſly to me, to go about it with all 
poſſible prudence, and in ſuch a manner as 
to leave no room for any bad interpretation. 
Reſerving to yourſelf to blame me in caſe 


I you 
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you ſhould in the leaſt degree be expoſed in 
the affair, or that the leaſt irregularity ſhould 
happen, becauſe you have made it a rule ne- 
ver to hazard any ſtep which has the leaſt 
appearance of not being abſolutely confor- 
mable to your renown and your duty, or to 
I! what decency requires. Finally you will 
VT conclude your letter with ſome gracious 
1 words to the Duke, and by ſome aſſurances 
of your confidence in me. 


. —_— — —- 4 


—— — 2 


As ſoon as I receive your anſwer, I will 
take meaſures about the ſafety of the re- 
mittances, | 
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The AxswER of the PRINCE Rox ALL to the preceding 


Poſiſcript, without Date or Signature. 
(THE ORIGINAL IS IN CYPHERS.) 


OUR letter has ſo much embarrafſed 
me, that the time I have taken to an- 
ſwer it, may perhaps have appeared long 
to you. I have not been able to reſolve my- 
{elf to follow the propoſitions you have made 
to me. The idea of begging money is dia- 
metricaily oppoſite to my manner of think- 
ing. If I couid have remained upon the 
ſame footing with the Duke, I would have 
accepted the propoſal. But the difference is 
very great; J may have obligations to a 
Duke, but judge of the conſequences of 
thoſe to an Empreſs. I am ſhort of mo- 
ney, recruits become more dear, and yet 
they muſt be raiſed. Give me good advice, 
and I will communicate to you my final re- 
ſolution, after my return from Meſel, the 
firſt of Auguſt. I confide in your fidelity 
and friendſhip. Adieu. 


LE T- 
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I} | | | | Remuſberg, September 27 I 738. 
ö | MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 

VM l , ORE than fix months have elapſed 
mal ſince J heard from you, I beſeech you 
ſl 1 to clear up this myſtery. Notwithſtanding 
I | i your filence I ſcrawled out to you in a 
| | | geometrical ſtyle, a pretty long letter, in 
| which I required a ſummary of your ſenti- 
Ill! | ments of the new Academy of Peter/burgh#®. 
Il 1 I defired you to clear up to me likewiſe, 
| Ih ſome doubts about the Imperial printing 
14 preſs. I expect your anſwer to theſe par- 
* ticulars. 


I am returned from the country of Cleves, 
and am now a peaceable, and with reſpect 
to military affairs, an indolent inhabitant of 


Remuſburgh, 
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* This is an artifice to miſlead the reader of whom the 
Prince Royal appeared to be afraid, with reſpect to the real 
ſubject of the letter in queſtion which is the preceding billet, 
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Remuſvurgh, applying to ſtudy, and reading 


from morning almoſt till night. As to the 
news of the world, you will learn them 
better from the Gazetteers than from my 
mouth. They contain the hiſtory of the 
folly of the Great; the war of ſome, the 
quarrels of others, and the puerile amuſe- 
ments of them all. This news is as lit- 
tle worthy of the attention of a man of 
ſenſe as the battle of the rats and mice“. 
One remark only which I pray you to make 
is, that it ſeems to me the V M— ought 
at preſent to be leſs defirous of the dreſſing 
toys of the toilette than ſhe formerly was; 
for in the time of the Prince Eugene, the 
loſt ſome jewels and magnificent ſtuffs, by 
the gain of the famous battles wherein the 
Prince cut the Turks to pieces. At preſent 
the Emperor offers her 1n vain the treaſures 
he does not pofleſs ; and promiſes her, 
ſeconded by the good offices of the Cardinal, 
all the rich ſtuffs of Lyons; this good 
mother of J. C. continues inflexible, and 


lets 


* An alluſion to the Batrachomyomachie of Homer, or to 
the battle of the rats and the Frogs, 
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ins to me to reiterate to you, 


It only rema 
the ſentiments of the perfect eſteem, with 


which 


I am, 


My dear DiaPHAXNE, 


Your faithful and 


affectionate friend, 


FEDERICK., 
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LET THER 2000, 


Peterſourgh, Oftober 27, 1738. 


YouR Royal Highneſs knows me too 
well I hope, ever to.believe me capable 
of forgetting your wiſhes, or neglecting 
your intereſts; therefore, I flatter myſelf, after 
all I have juſt explained to you“ that TI am 
fully juſtified in your eyes, with reſpe& to 
the reproach which I appeared to have 
merited by ſo long a ſilence. 


IN CYPHE RS. 


The want of money here is beyond im- 
agination, and is what has conſtrained me 
to be very reſerved and diſcreet, to ſpare 
certain perſons the ſhame of a promiſe 


8 which 


* This letter is but a fragment of that which M. de Sub 
wrote to the Prince Royal, and in which he juſtifies himſelf, 
by long details on the ſubject of his ſilence. 
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which they do not like to make. But as 
ſoon as the peace ſhall be made, the coffers 
will run over; and this will perhaps hap- 
pen this winter, at leaſt the Ruſſians re- 
main within their lines and act on the de- 
fenſive; and this will come to the fame 
thing for us. I hope then to be able to con- 
duct things to the point you deſire, or at 
Wi leaſt to prepare the way, ſo as that you may 
| | decently take ſome proper ſteps. I ſhould 
| be extremely ſorry to adviſe you to any 
[| ll other; I pray you to believe me incapable 
| 
| 
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lf of doing it. Nevertheleſs, as ſoon as a 
favourable opportunity ſhall preſent itſelf, 


I will make a new attempt in another 


quar ter. 


As my Secretary to the Embaſſy is going 
to be employed in the country, I beg of you 
to order Rowwede! to correſpond with me, and 
to ſend me his addreſs and credentials, for 


fear of a qui-proquo. 
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I have, in the mean while, reconnoitred 
the ground, to ſee if I could enliſt you here. 
This idea came into my mind, and I took 
the reſolution from zeal to your Royal High- 

neſs, 
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heſs, however repugnant ſuch a buſineſs 
may be to me. There are people here, 
highly diſpoſed to oblige you in every thing; 
and I hope things will ſo turn out. But 
before any thing can be done, I muſt have 
your conſent. It will certainly be neceſſary 
for you to have the conſent of the King, 
your Father, and permiſſion to addreſs your- 
ſelf to me. As ſoon as you have obtained 
theſe, write me a letter, charging me with 
the buſineſs ; and join to it one in German 
to the Duke, recommending to him a com- 
miſſion from you to me, the ſucceſs of which 
you expect from his friendſhip, without 
mentioning particulars, to the end that I 
may make the letter ſerve two purpoſes. I 
will in the mean time prepare matters in the 
beſt manner I can, 
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BILLET IN CYPHERS. 


OWEDEL is no longer with me ; ad- 
dreſs your letters to the two Jordans, 
brothers*. I rely entirely on your prud- 
ence; my friendſhip is exempt from ſuſ- 
picions. The want of money is greater 
with me than with you; therefore do all 
you can to ſend me a remittance towards 


the month of May. 
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expect your anſwer to my letter, and 
ſhall act accordingly. Vale et me ama. 


FE DERICX. 


A. B..... 26th Dec. 1738. 
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* Merchants and Bankers at Berlin. 
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Peterſburgh, Fanuary 10, 1738. 
MY LORD, 


I Have juſt received your letter of the 26th 

of December, and the Poſt is in the mo- 
ment of departure. I waited for the depar- 
ture of Calſow to give an anſwer to the let- 
ter* he brought me, 


I ſhould already have terminated your 
affair, if the ſcarcity of money had not 
been ſo great as to prevent the payment of 


every ſtipend. I will, nevertheleſs, attempt 


to engage your friends here to make an ef- 
fort, ſo that you may have a remittance to- 
83 wards 


This letter is wanting, The Pruſſian Captain Calſoro 
by whom it was ſent, will be further ſpoken of in the fol- 
lowing letters. Calſoxv had been ſent into Ruta, as far as 
it can be judged of, to raiſe recruits, probably upon the pro- 
poſition which M. de Subm had made of it to the Prince 


Royal, 
4 
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wards the month of May. After the peace 
I hope to be able to inſure you twenty thou- 
{and crowns every year. 


In the mean time I expect to make you a 
trifling preſent of ſome fine recruits, which 
Cal/5zv will conduct to you. 


THE ANSWER IN CYPHERS. 


I HAVE been near dying, but am now 
better, a cramp in the ſtomach prevented 
me from anſwering you ſooner. The news 
you give me is as good as it is agreeable, and 
came very & propos. in the ſituation I find my- 
ſelf. A man juſt eſcaped from the hands of 
the Corſairs, is not in a worſe ſtate than I 
am, which doubles and trebles my gratitude 
for the trouble you give yourſelf, The fu- 
turity which you give me aglimpſe of, has 
a moſt agreeable appearance, I reſt my 
hopes upon the month of May, beſeeching 
you to let me know when it is neeeffary I 
ſhould write letters. My finances with for 
peace, and my heart for your ſpeedy return, 


F — KX. 
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F ebruary, 1739. 
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Peter/our 2h, 24th February, 17 39s 
MY LORD, 


I HAD already been informed of your 
Royal Highnets's dangerous illneſs, when 

I received your precious letter of the iſt of 
this month; it is not in my power to expreſs 
to your Royal Highneſs the mortal alarm 
which this cruel piece of news had given 
me; and to deſcribe to you the tranſports of 
Joy which the moit welcome account of 
your re-eſtabliſhment excited in my heart, 
the language of Angels would be neceflary, 
as I can find no exprethon equal to the live- 
ly and tender ſentiments with which my 
heart is moved and penetrated in reading it. 
Let therefore the confeſſion of my incape- 
bility, ſpeaking a thouſand times more 
ſtrongly to your heart than the moſt expreſ- 
five language, and awakening in it an emo- 
tion equally lively and profound, and of 
which it is ſo ſuſceptible, ſubſtitute as a- 
84 droitly 
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droitly to the weakneſs of my expreſſions, 
the vivacity and energy of your ſenſibility, 
and make you find the image of my ſenti- 
ments in the ſenſation even of your own. 


THE REST IN CYPHERS. 


THE King your father, wiſhes to pur- 
chaſe of the Duke of Courland, the juriſ- 
diction of Biegen, for which he offers him 
upwards of an hundred thouſand crowns. 
If this bargain be concluded, I have a pro- 
miſe of ten thouſand. But the affair de- 
pends upon thirty great men, whom there 
will be great difficulty in getting rid of. I 
do all in my power to get the matter deter- 
mined. There is no money here—all the 
Gold lately brought from China by the laſt 


caravan has been collected, to ſend the Em- 
peror half a million; and the other half is 


negociating in Germany; ſo that a deaf ear 
is turned to a certain chapter, however well 


d1i{poſed they may be in other reſpects to do 


lervice. 


LE T- 
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V 


abithout date, 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


ſure, ſeeing that you ſtill intereſt your- 
ſelf about the health of your friends. You 
would be very ungrateful if you forgot 


them, as they think always of you as they 


ought to do. 


On my faith the project of our library 
goes in the direction of crawfiſh, backwards 
inſtead of forwards. I feared at the begin- 


ning that what you mentioned to me would 


happen. Good books are ſcarce, and thoſe 
who have ſuch, part not with them willing- 
ly. The projected ſale“ is problematical, 
and conſequently the aſſurances we have 

| received 


*The ſale of the juriſdiction of Biegen; it was undoubt- 
edly intended that this paſſage ſhould for reaſons, of which we 
have already ſpoken, be thus dexterouſly placed, without 
any connection either with the preceding or following one. 


Y ouR letter has given me infinite plea- 
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received more deceitful. The only good 
book which you have ſent me from Ruſſia is 
gone with the ſtream. I have lent books 
expecting to pay for them; and at preſent, 
until I examine my affairs, I have been 
obliged to return them to the proprietors, 
Add to this, that I have read all my old 
books, and at preſent have no new one 
whatever to amuſe myſelf with. This is 
very diſagreeable, eſpecially as I with to 
become well informed. I rely ſtill upon 
your ſkill and induſtry; and I flatter myſelf 
that he who has difintricated the chaos of 
Leibnitz enlightened by Heiß, will ſtill be 
able to furniſh materials for my farther in- 
ſtruction. See, therefore, I beſeech you, if 
you can, procure me {ome volumes of that 
rare library. I will return them when 1 
have read their contents, although ſometime 
is neceflary to do it in. Finally, my dear 
Diaphane, I truſt to you, praying you to 
take care of my barque, and to conduct it 
| happily into port, 


1 wait 


* This is as may eaſily be perceived a fault; the ſenſe re- 
guiring the word borrowed, inſtead of lent, 
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I wait with infinite impatience for the 
pleaſure of embracing you. 


IN CYPHERS. 


The King is ill. Make uſe of this as an 
argument ta them to advance me a good 
ſum next ſummer. For certainly if they 


mean to oblige me they muſt not be long 
about it. 


LE T- 
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Peterſburgh, 28th March, 1739. 


IN CYPHERS. 


£4 L SOV has obtained ſome Boſniaques, 

and the Duke has moreover promiſed 
him ſome Turks, and even Courlanders, if they 
can be found; as for Ruſſians they muſt not 
be thought of, the Empreſs refuſing abſo- 
lutely to hear them mentioned, 


Calſoww will, at his return, preſs the King 
to accept Biegen, for which an hundred 
and thirty thouſand crowns are demanded, 
If the bargain takes place, the Duke will 
leave the thirty thouſand crowns at your 
diſpoſal. Mark, therefore, ſomething to 
the Duke on this ſubject, that he may know 
I have made you acquainted with it. 


You would do ſtill better in ſending me 
at the ſame time a note apart, in German, 


by 
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which you may acknowledge that the Duke 
has lent you ten thouſand crowns of the 
bank, and afterwards mark in a poſtſcript, 
ſigned, which I can ſeparate from the letter, 
that you have waited for an opportunity of 
ſending to the Duke an obligation for ten 
thouſand crowns of the bank which he wiſh- 
ed, as the Count of Biron, to lend you. You 
may at the ſame time charge me to thank 
him for this good office, and to ſtrive to 
keep up this correſpondence of friendſhip 
between you, accompanying the whole with 
aſſurances of your good graces towards me, 
to the end that I may obtain more and more 
credit, and you may conclude by expreſſing 


your fatisfaQtion at learning that the Duke 
wiſhes me well, 
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LR TIT 3 KR LEE 


Remuſbergh, March 12, 1739. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


HOPE all my other letters are arrived 

ſafe at your hands, and that this will 
have the ſame fate. The letter you will 
receive encloſed, is from Truchſes*, you will 
ſee the reaſons which have induced him to 
write to you; and if the thing be poſſible, 
Jam ſure you will aſſiſt him. Do not al- 
ways write to me in verſe+, write to me 
ſometimes in proſe alſo. Divine language is 
good in its place, but I ſhould like alſo 
your 


1 


* A young Count of the illuſtrious family of the Tracheſes, 
who was then on his Travels, and with whom the Prince 
Royal had made acquaintance at Berlin. 


'+ This means undoubtedly ix Cyphers. The reader is here 
informed, that to underſtand different paſſages of theſe letters, 
he muſt not loſe fight of the reaſons which the Prince Royal 
and M. de Subm had, to conceal meanings under the veil of 
ſame expreſſions quite foreign to it, 


OF FREDERICE THE SECOND, 271 


your proſe, were you to ſpeak of nothing JI 
but lanterns. 


I expect to receive ſome of your letters 
at Berlin at the time of the reviews. If the 
King goes this year into Pruſſia, as he inti- 
mates he will, write to me as frequently as 
you poſhbly can. In this caſe you will ad- 
dreſs your letters to ſome Banker at Koning f 
berg. This journey will, as near as I can 
gueſs, be undertaken about the month of 


July. 


1 expect an anſwer in verſe to the Epiſtle 
I addreſſed to you from Berlin; and I hope 
you will ſend me at the ſame time, a ſolu- 


tion of the Problem of the Equinoctial 
poſſeſſions“. 


I am, 


With perfect eſteem, 


My dear DiArHANRE, 
Vours, &c. 
FE DERI CK. 


*The Prince Royal, means by theſe, the juriſdiction of 
Z iegen, already ſpoken of. 
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TT RET TT HA L220. 


Peterſburgh, April 2, 17 39» 
MY. LORD, 


Had already ſcrawled over the political 
letter“ herein encloſed, and had deferred 
[ ſending it off, {till hoping to find ſome new 
thought to add to and embelliſh it, when 1 
received the letter of the 12th ult. with 
| which your Royal Highneſs has honoured 
me, and which encloſed one from the Count 
de Truchſes, to whom I will give an anſwer 
[| at his return, as he has been taken ill at 
Hamburgh ; he may, moreover, be eaſy about 
| his Commiſſion ſince your Royal Highneſs 
| has been pleaſed to charge me with it, and 
3 that you are not ignorant that your orders to 
| me are ſacred. 


| 1 ſpoke 


* This letter was not found among the papers of this 
Correſpondence. | 
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I fpoke the ſam- hd even to the Duke of 


Cgurland, who was loans ' te opportunity 
of obliging your flood Highneſs, ond per- 
mitted me to chu from ong the Boſniac 
priſoners, and hole I made ctuv:c- oi have 
been preſented to Captam Calſow, which he 
did not find proper for the Regiment of 
Pit/dam, but who may make a good figure 
in another. As to Ruſſians it is uſeleſs to 
think of having any, the Empreſs having 
determined to give none of them. There- 
fore as ſo many Coloſſuſes as were expected, 
have not been found among the priſoners, 
Captain Calſow will take but few with him, 
about which he ſeems rather diſſatisfied. I 
will ſpeak to him of the men he has ſeen 
and who are at Narva; there are fine ones 
among them; I will endeavour to obtain 


permiſſion to ſend you three or four, of whom 


your Royal Highneſs may diſpoſe. For if 


ſix feet two inches be neceſſary to a man to 
enter into your regiment, I give your Royal 
Highneſs notice, that I ſhall be much em- 
barraſſed in furniſking you with them, the 
Captain Calſow proteſting, that he will re- 
ceive ſhorter ones for the King, not being 


T able 
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able to procure others as tall as he could 


wiſh. 


Extraordinary preparations are making 
here for the approaching feaſts, of which 


your Royal Highneſs ſhall be informed an- 


other time. Every thing will be very 
magnificent. And as the diverſions of the 
great frequently ruin the little, we are go- 
ing to run headlong into great expences. I 
ſhould certainly do wrong in complaining of 
an abode where I enjoy every agreeable thing 
I can defire; but O, Heaven ! How tired 
am I, of holding a council every morning 
with my Valet de Chamber, on what coat I 
ſhall put on. I write to a Prince who is a 


philoſopher, and who will, in this quality, 


approve of my reflection. Moreover, your 
Royal Highneſs commands me to write, 
were 1t only about lanterns; if I am not 
deceived, I have juſt done it. But I will 
endeavour not to abuſe your gracious per- 


miſſion, but on the contrary to make a re- 


turn, by ſending you an account of every 
thing I can, which is the moſt intereſting, 
for the inexpreſſible pleaſure which your 
dear and gracious letters cauſe me, when 


they 
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they bring me aſſurances, that your Royal 


Highneſs enjoys perfect health, and that = 


you preſerve me invariably in your good | 
graces, and in your remembrance. I 


Be pleaſed to receive the aſſurances of the 
profound reſpect, with which I am devoted 
to your ſervice, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 
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LE Tr 


Remuſberg, May jth, 1739. 
* MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


OU will receive on the arrival of the 

Marquis de la Chetardie,* or {till ſooner 
if poſſible, the piece in German verſe,+ for 
which you aſked me; I will get it bound 
in the manner you wiſh, therefore you 
will have reaſon to be ſatisfied. 


Truchſes is delighted with the Duke of 
Courland, and penetrated with gratitude to- 
wards you. You render him certainly a 
great ſervice, and I can aſſure you, that he 
is ſenſible of it. 


You 


* Envoy from the Couit of France, to that of Ruſſia. 


+ By this, the German Poſiſcrip?, in the following letter 
is probably to be underſtood, or perhaps the obligation for 
ten "thouſand crowns, which M. de Subm had required from 
the Prince Royal, and of which he Ae? the rece p- 
tion, in his next letter. 
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You mention to me thirty black marten 
ſkins,* which are to be ſold in Courland, and 
I anſwer you that they will accommodate 
me much. Theſe will come to me very 
6 propos, becauſe my peliſſes are worn out; 
therefore I pray you, my dear friend, to do 
all in your power to ſend me theſe towards 
the autumn or winter, becauſe I am very 
chilly. You may keep two of the thirty 
for yourſelf, or to make tippets for your 
daughters, or for any other purpoſe you 
pleaſe, : 


Let me know, I beſeech you, how far 
you are advanced in the buſineſs, and if you 
think I may depend on having this furriery 


or not. 


I pray believe me to be with all poſſible 
friendſhip, | 
Your very faithful, and 


Affectionate Friend, 
_ _FEDERIC, 


T0 
* Theſe thirty ſkins may defignate, as will be clearly ſeen 
hereafter, the thirty thouſand crowns which the Prince Roya 
was to receive from the Duke Courland, in caſe of the 
ſale of the juriſdiction of Biegen. It may therefore be com- 


prehended, how the reſt of the above article is to be under- 
ſtood. | 
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LETTE R LXXV. 


MY DEAR SUHM, 


OR once behold ſome French, for we 
have hitherto written to each other in 
a language more barbarous than the Greek. 
I ſend you the neceflary obligations. The 
ſum you mentiqn to me in your letter will 
come very @ propos. In caſe of your being 
ſure of ſucceeding, you may keep three 
thouſand crowns for yourſelf, which I am 
happy to have in my power to offer you.— 


Our purſes are almoſt equally badly fur- 
niſhed. : 


I am going to give you in broken German 
what you have mentioned in good French. 
I hope I ſhall hit upon your thoughts. Do 
not, I pray you, negle& my little intereſts, 

for 
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for they have ſtill much need of your cares 
and friendſhip. Anſwer me by the channel 
of Michelet.* 


Adieu! I am with heart and ſoul, 
Your faithful Friend. 
FEDERICK. 


* Merchant and Banker at Berlin. 


P. S. Ich habe auf eine gut? Gelegenheit gervartet um an Tha 
zu ſchreiben, und zugleich den Wechſel fiir den Herzog von 
Kurland zu ſchicken : ich bitte Iba den Herzog meiner Freund- 
Schaft und Erkenntlichkeit zu wvrfichern, fur das Plaiſir /o 
Er mir erwieſen, mich zur Zeit da er nur Graf war, zu ob- 
 ligiren, Cultivire Er doch dieſe Freuniſchaft, und v«:rfichere 
Er Ihn meinerſeits daſs ich nichts daran werde fehlen laſſen; 
ich freue mich daſs man ſaget, daſs Ibn gedachter Herzog liebet; 

deflo mehr hoffe ich, aweil Er auch mein guter Freund ift, Er 
werde machen, daſs ſein Freundſchaft gegen mich nicht auſ* 
læſcbe. 


+ I have waited for a favourable opportunity to write to 
you, and to ſend to you at the ſame time the obligation to 
the Duke of Courland. Pray aſſure the Duke of my friend- 
ſhip, and of my acknowledgements for the ſervice he did 
me when he was a Count. Cultivate his friendfhip, and af- 
ſure him on my part, that I will do every thing in my power 
to keep up its intercourſe, I am rejoiced to learn that the 
Duke has an affection for you; and as you are my good friend 
alſo, I hope you will manage fo as to induce him not to abate 
in his friendſhip for me, 
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LS 7 T © nk i 


Peterſburgh, 15th May, 1739. 
MY LORD 


(4774 IN CALSOV ets off this night; 


but I am not in a ſituation to profit by 
this opportunity ſo amply as I could with, 
to ailure your Royal Highneſs of my reſ- 
pectful ſentiments of a ffection, which I ſhall 
preſerve to my lateſt hour. I am therefore 
perſuaded that your goodneſs will, for this 
time, take the intention for the deed. | 


I thought a few days ſince, that I was 
going to quit this life, having had a moſt 
terrible cholic, which has left me ſo weak 
as almoſt to diſenable me from holding my 
pen, Whilſt J yet ſuffered J thought 
it ſeemed to be ſympathetic, and it has 
proved that your Royal Highneſs was at- 
tacked with it at the ſame time. If Heaven 
thought I had exempted your Royal High- 
neſs from 1t at my expence, the joy at hav- 


ing 
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ing delivered you from io c vel a pain by 
the ſacrifice of my own eaſe, would have 
prevailed over all my ſufferings, and I ſhould 
have born them not only with patience, but 
with pleaſure. But alas! you experienced 
no comfort in my afflictions, and the ſevereſt 
1 now feel is in the idea of your own. Ah! 
J have already ſuffered enough in theſe, to 
deſerve to be exempt from all others! Yet 
as the effect of a greater evil effaces natu- 
rally in our mind that of a leſſer, I found 
in a great meaſure, in the conſideration of 
your ſufferings, the means of forgetting my 
own, which would moſt aſſuredly have been 
more ſenſible, if I had alone experienced 
them. But I hardened myſelf againſt them 
in ſome degree, by the thought that if fo 
worthy and virtuous a Prince was not 
himſelf exempt from the ſevere pain which 
I felt, a poor mortal like me, might bear it 
with patience. May it pleaſe the Almighty 


to preſerve you always from ſo terrible an 
evil! 


I have done all in my power to ſend you 
ſome fine men. The Captain Calſow has 
with him all he could obtain. I have four 


others 


the reſolution taken to give no more Ruſſians ; 
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others alſo ready for you, and whom the 
Captain hath ſeen ; but as he hinted to me that 
they would be expenſive to him, I expect an 


inferior officer from your Royal Highneſs, 


by a veſſel from Stetin or Lubeck, to conduct 
them to you. In the mean time I will do 
all in my power to procure you a young 
Turk, twenty years of age, well made, and 
who is upwards of fix feet two inches; he 


belongs to the Prince Peter of Courland,* 
and if I ſucceed, he ſhall join the others. 


But I will write again to your Royal 
Highneſs by the poſt, on this ſubject. 


The great difficulty here is on account of 


Captain Calſow had imprudently enliſted one, 


who was retaken on the road; this was near 


producing a diſagreeable ſcene; the firſt im- 
pulſe of the Empreſs was to order the Captain 
to be arreſted ; but the Duke prudently paci- 
fied her. The Captain in this perplexity 
would have made me believe, that it was 
for your Royal Highneſs he had enliſted 

him; 


* This is the reigning Duke of Cour land 
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him ; but I reprimanded him ſeverely on 
that head, and made him ſenſible that he 
would do better not to expoſe your Royal 


Highneſs in the affair. He wiſely followed 
my advice. 


Time prefles, I have but juſt ſufficient to 
repeat to your Royal Highneſs, the aſſu- 
rance of thoſe unalterable ſentiments, which 
you know I poſſeſs for your auguſt perſon, 
and the teſtimony of thoſe ardent vows 
which I offer to Heaven for the perfect re- 
eſtabliſhment of your precious health, &c, 


U. F. de SUHM, 
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LETTE RN IXxXVII. 


P cterſburgh, June 1f, 17 39. 
MY LORD, 


1 HAVE received as I always do, with the 

moſt lively joy, the gracious letter of the 
7th of the laſt month, with which it has 
pleaſed your Royal Highneſs to honour me; 
I ſhould have anſwered it immediately, preſ- 
ſed by a ſentiment of gratitude, if I had 
not been continually tormented by the vio- 
lent cholic I was attacked with, before the 
departure of Ca/ſow, and which as re- 
mained for three weeks, as it has not yet 
entirely left me.—You are too compaſſionate, 
My Lord, not to pardon the delay of this 
anſwer occaſioned by ſo melancholy a cauſe. 
The more I ſuffered by this cruel complaint, 
the more fervently I redoubled my vows to 
Heaven to preſerve you for ever from it, 


knowing that you are alſo ſubject to it.— 


I ſuffer, however, my illneſs with patience, 
know- 
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knowing well that I drew it upon myſelf by 
my own fault, and hoping to be able to guard 
againſt it in future. It is certain, if men 
were always ſincere in their enquiries, they 
would find the greateſt parr of their diſorders 
ariſe but from good reaſons, and that they 
are unjuſt to complain, of what they are 
themſelves the cauſe. 


I have already written to your Royal 
Highneſs on what the bargain for the furs 
depend. I do not doubt but the affair may 
ſucceed, as well, becauſe the two parties are 
both inclined, as becauſe policy “ will even 
engage the illuſtrious purchaſer, A certain 
Knight + returned from a purſuit after 
giants, will acquaint you with what paſſes 
here, and your Royal Highneſs may get 
information by a third hand, The genero- 
ſity with which your Royal Highneſs offers 
me the two black fable ſkins, penetrated me 
with the livelieſt gratitude. How 1s it poſ- 
ſible, My Lord, to refuſe you any thing !—I 

hays 


* It is clear that nothing can be meant here but the ſale of 
Biegen, and the circumſtances relative to it. 


+ M. dS «hm underſtands the Captain Calſoxv. 
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have indeed great occaſion for a muff, for 
I ſhall be very cold this ſummer. 


I wait with impatience for the arrival of 


the under officer, whom I requeſted of your 


Royal Highneſs to conduct the four Turks, 
whom I keep for you here. You will have 
it in your power to gratify the Compte de 
Truchſes,* for I do not pretend that he has 
the leaſt obligation to me for having obey- 
ed the orders of your Royal Highneſs, al- 
though otherwiſe I ſhould be happy if any 
opportunity offered to oblige him. 


I touched ſlightly in my laſt of the happy 
iſſue of the amours of a modern jaſon, not 
daring then to ſay more of it.— Here is a 
younger brother of a good houſe, who has 
juſt concluded the moſt brilliant adventure 
in the world. But it muſt be ſaid that he 
merited it well, by his conſtancy, his pru- 
dent conduct, and by his other perſonal qua- 
lities.—As I believe he is but little known 
to you, I muſt inform your Royal Highneſs, 
that he has always had the approbation of 

I all 


* He alſo demanded recruits, 
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all thoſe who knew him. He is well made 


in his perſon, and joins to good ſenſe a great 
deal of judgment, and a ſolid foundation of 
probity and honour ; and I may venture to 
affirm, that he is not known to have any 
vice. Brought up as a Prince, he has ap- 
plied with ſucceſs to all the exerciſes becom- 
ing his ſtation, A ſenſible tutor has led 
him into every uſeful ſtudy, All Wolf's 
works have been read more than once, and 
have, without doubt, a little contributed 
to form his mind, and ſtrengthen his cha- 
rafter. He is generous, compaſſionate to 
the misfortunes of others, of great polite- 
neſs to all the world, and infinitely obliging 
to thoſe whom he honours with his friend- 
ſhip. Join to all theſe his valour and heroic 
qualities, of which he has given proofs in 
the two campaigns he has made, wherein 
he acquired the admiration of the Generals, 
and the reſpect as well as the affection of the 
nation; and you will have the portrait of a 
brother in law.“ 


I will 


* The Prince mentioned here, is the Duke Antoine Ulric © 


de Brunſwick, brother to the Prince Elizabeth Chriſtina de 
Brunſwick Bevern, wife to the Prince Royal, and fince 
Queen, | 


% 
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will not engage to join that of the Prin- 


ceſs, it“ would carry me too far, and this let- 


ter which is already a chapter, would become 
a volume I would ſay only that the is very 
handſome, tall and perfectly well made; 
and has the preſence and majeſty of an em- 
preſs. | 

She is haughty, but very polite; ſhe 
joins to a great deal of natural wit, thoſe 
ſtudies calculated to ornament it to the ut- 
moſt. In ſhort, ſhe 1s full of merit, to the 
laſt degree generous, compaſſionate, and 
above all very charitable : ſo that one may 
ſay that the Prince, who is exceſſively in 
love with her, would be much perplexed to 
decide, whether his glory or his love had 
the moſt reaſon to be ſatisfied. 


Let not all this great intelligence, my Lord, 
prevent you from recolleQing your faithful 
ſervant, who will not ceaſe to be to the laſt 
moment of his life, with the moſt tender 
and reſpectful ſentiments, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 


+ Elizabeth Catherine Chriflina, Princeſs of Vecklenbourg, 
grand daughter to the Czar Iwan, brother to Peter I. who 
received the name of Anne, when ſhe embraced the Greek 
religion, before her marriage with the Duke Antoine Ulric, 
mentioned here. 
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L ET TE R LEXVAL 


Berlin, th Juby, 1739. 


MY DEAR SUHM, 


[| Send, as you deſire, an under officer, to 
* whom you will entruſt the recruits 
which you think proper to ſend. I owe you 
a thouſand obligations for them, and wall 
give you proofs of it on all occafions. 


I hope you have received one of my let- 
ters by a Lubeck veſſel. This letter contain» 
ed Moſes and the Prophets; I abide by its 


contents. 


I am very ſorry that you imitate me in my 
cramps of the ſtomach. It is a frightful 
diſorder, and its danger 1s ſudden. For the 
love of God do not make uſe of drops, in 
which there are ſtrong drugs, and which 

I U may 


88 — — — 
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may occaſion an inflamation in the body ! 
In the height of the complaint, you muſt 
make uſe of clyſters of herbs boiled in oil; 
you muſt take abſorbing powders, drops not 
made with brandy, and drink at noon ſome 
glaſſes of Hungary wine, which is of the 
nature of a Liqueur.—lI ſend you alſo ſome 
pills, of which you may take ſeven every 


day. They purge a little, but their princi- 


pal uſe is to ſtrengthen the bowels of the 
abdomen, which contribute to the digeſtion, 
and to fortify the ſtomach.—Take exerciſe 
if you pleaſe, but eat no pulſe, or ſmoaked 
meats whatſoever. 


If you find me learned in what concerns 
phyſic, it is by an unhappy experience that 
I am become ſo; ſo that ſince your conſtitu- 
tion imitates my weakneſſes, let your pru- 
dence imitate my regimen. 


Adieu, my dear Friend! In recommend- 
ing to you my little intereſts, permit me to 
embrace you, and to reiterate the aſſurances 


of my perfect eſteem. 


FEDERICE. 
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P. S. I ſend you the cover of your let- 
ter; there is a ſpot of Spaniſh wax, which 
I mark X which appears to me a mark of 
induſtry.+ Let me know if it is the auk- 
wardneſs of your ſervant, or whether my 
ſuſpicions are well founded. 


+ The letter had been opened before it arrived at its ad- 
dreſs, See the 88th letter. 


U 2 LET. 
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LY TT SM HR 


Berlin, July 9th, 1739. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


I Have juſt received your ſecond letter, 

two days after the firſt, by Calſoto, and 
the departure of the under officer.—l write 
this, to thank you for all the trouble you 
have taken in my little affairs. 


It is ſaid for certain, that the bargain will 
be ſtruck ; in which I beg you will not for- 
get the furs which you have promiſed me. 
I muſt have twenty-ſeven for a pelifle; a 
kind of great coat, and as they are fold in 
thirties, you will reſerve the other three for 
a muff, for it is ſaid that furs are very good 
in winter againſt the cholic, 


You will expedite the men which your 
friendſhip has procured for me, whenever 
you pleaſe; I have furniſhed my under officer 

with 
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with as much money as I thought neceſſary. 
You may write without fear by him what- 
ever you may think proper. I expe& him 
by the latter end of the month of Auguſt 
only, the term of our return from Pruſſia. 


Adieu, my dear Friend! Cultivate with 
care the land round about you for our mu- 
tual intere{ts; and be perſuaded that I am 


with all imaginable friendſhip, * 
My dear Friend, 
Your very faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 
 FEDERICK. 
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L 2 r n 


Koningſberz, Auguſt 8th, 1739. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


INDING myſelf an hundred leagues 
"nearer your neighbourhood than com- 
mon, I could not reſiſt the temptation of 
writing to you, to inform myſelf of the 
ſtate of your health. M. Stranganow,* who 
paſſed through here two days ſince, aſſur- 
ed me that you are recovered ; but nothing 
leſs than your own teſtimony can entirely 


pacity my alarmed friendſhip. 


You knew perhaps that the affair of B. 
is entirely off, which embarraſſes me much; 
but I will acquaint you with another peice 
of news, which I hope will give you plea- 

ſure ; ; 


* A young Nuſſan Lord, who travelled under this name. 
It was Prince Scherbatoff who made a long reſidence in Eng- 
land. Ls 


+ The fale of the Bailliage of B*****, 
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ſure; it is that the King, in the moſt gra- 
cious manner in the world, has made me a 
preſent of his Pruſſian ſtud. I am going 
immediately hence to continue my journey 
towards Berlin. 


T beg of you to let me know what will be- 
come of the affair which has miſcarried, and 
whether my under officer has given you 
my letter. 


Adieu, dear Suhm! twenty thouſand no- 
things prevent me ſaying all my heart thinks. 
Be perſuaded, however, that it is never at 
fault, when it thinks of you; I can aſſure 
you of that, upon the faith of our inviolable 
friendſhip, &c. 


FE DE RICK. 


1 LET. 
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LET 1 5 MM EAKAL 


Peterſburg, Auguf? 21ſt, 1739. 
MY LORD, 


HAVING as yet no intelligence of the 

under officer whom I begged your 
Royal Highneſs.to ſend to conduct the four 
Turks, J have taken the reſolution to put 
them into the hands of a Captain of a Steitin 
voſſel, who very willingly took charge of 
them, and promiſed to deliver them to 
the Governor of the town, with orders to 
ſend chem as ſoon as poſſible to your Royal 
Highneſs. He will ſet fail the firſt oppor- 


tunity. 


The affair of B. is broken off, becauſe 
they always return to the fame ſtory, and 
demand Rufian recruits, which are not to 
be found. But I imagine that in a little 
time it will be thought better of from the 
other ſide. 


I have made uſe of P. S. which has had 
its effect. I wait for opportunity, time and 
ſeaſon, to gather the fruits of it, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 
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L TT 


Peter ſeurgh, Auguſi 29th 11 39» 
MY LORD, 


# "HE rupture of a certain affair has given 


me much uneaſineſs; I have already 
acquainted your Royal Highneſs with it by 
another road. But I have occaſion to believe 
it will be renewed by even thoſe who oc- 


caſioned its being broken off, by demanding 


exhorbitantly. 


How much has the attention with which 
your Royal Highneſs has enquired after me 
of all thoſe who could give you the leaſt 
intelligence, penetrated and touched my 
foul with gratitude! What confolation is 
it not to me to learn that a too cruel ab- 
ſence does not make the moſt amiable Prince 
in the world forget me; who, not content 
with being beloved, See endeavours 
alſo that all mankind ſhould find their great- 


eſt happineſs in 1 being beloved and eſteemed 
by him. 


M. de 
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M. de la Chetardie does not arrive, and 
from the ſlight pretexts of this delay, I 
ſhould be inclined to think that his Court 
1s not very defirous of making a figure here 


by their ambaſſador. 


Your Royal Highneſs is ſo well acquaint- 
ed in the parts which I take in whatever con- 
cerns you, it is needleſs to expreſs the plea- 
ſure I felt at the noble preſent which you 
have received from the King. Seeing by 
your letter that this gift muſt for many 
reaſons have been infinitely agreeable to 
you, I was rejoiced to the bottom of my 
heart; for all my ſentiments, my Lord, are 
fo much dependent on yours, they ſeem to 
wait that influence for their regulation ; in 
ſo much that it 1s abſolutely according to 
them my joy and grief are governed-— 
You are perſuaded of it yourſelf, my Lord, 
ſince you gave me tacitly to underſtand by 
the expreſſions in your letter, that you look- 
ed upon the pleaſure, which the intelligence 
you were going to communicate to me, 
would give me, as a natural conſequence of 
yours, in leaving me to judge of your joy 
by my own.—Oh ! deign to be perſuaded, 

my 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 299 


my Lord, that by ſuch an opinion of my 
ſentiments, you do but render them the juſ- 
tice they deſerve. 


The Duke of Courland, to whom I im- 
parted this news, teſtified to me on the oc- 
caſion, that he ſhould be happy to contri- 
bute to the pleaſure which your Royal 
Highneſs might promiſe yourſelf from the 
poſſeſſion of fo fine a ſtud;—and commiſſion- 
ed me at the ſame time to let you know, 
that if you would accept it, he would ſend 
you a Perſian ſtallion of great beauty.—I 
do not doubt, my Lord, but that this offer 
will be very agrecable to you, eſpecially as 
theſe horſes are very rare, and with difficulty 
found for money. I expect your orders on 


this ſubject, as well reſpecting the anſwer 


to the Duke, as the meaſures neceſſary to 
be taken to ſend you the horſe, 


I am, &c. 


u. F. de SUHM, 


LEY. 
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LET T BE ®. LAXANL 


Remuſoerg, September 13th, 1739. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


Received your letter on my return from 
* Koningſberg, and I flatter myſelf the one 
I wrote to you by the under officer has been 
delivered to you before this—He fell ill at 
Zubeck of a violent fever, which retarded 
his departure four weeks. 


I eſteem too much your good heart“, and 
the attachment you have for your friends, to 
condemn the reaſon which obliged you to 
ſhorten your letter ſo much. I hope ſoon 
to receive thoſe which are longer and more 
intereſting, 
expect 

* In a preceding letter of which only a fragment was 
found containing ſome lines, M. de Subm excuſed hirgfelf to 
the Prince Royal for the brevity and diforder of his let- 
ter, occaſioned by a duty of friendſhip which precipitately 
called him to the afiſtance of a friend, M. Kaiſeriing, Mini- 


ſter at the Court of Peterſburgh from Wolfenbuttcl, who was 
inconſolable for the loſs of a wife who died ſuddenly, 


\ 
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expect with impatience what will be the 
fruits of thoſe cares which your friendſhip 
takes for me. I am embarraſſed as you may 
eaſily imagine, and I look up to what you 
will write to me on that ſubject, as to the 
decifions of the Delphian oracle. 


Adieu, my dear Diaphane! when ſhall I be 
able to give you ſome mark of my friend- 
ſhip? When ſhall I ſee you again, embrace 
you, and aſſure you verbally that I am in- 
violably, 


My dear D1aPHANE, 
Your very faithful and 
Affectionate Friend, 


FEDERICK, 
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L BE TTT 


Remuſberg, September 26, 1739. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


OUR letters give me every imaginable 
pleaſure, as they aſſure me of the con- 
tinuation of your health and friendſhip. 


I am much obliged to the Duke of Cour- 
land, for the pleaſure he will give me, by 
his preſent of a beautiful Perfian horſe, 
You will be kind enough to get him con- 
veyed to our frontiers, and ſend me an ac- 
count of the expences. 


I much fear a total bankruptcy in the af- 
fair you are acquainted with, You muſt 
turn your views towards that bright ſtar 
which you indicate to me ;—you will have 


the goodneſs to write to me again previouſ- 


ly, and let me know if you really think I 
might get from you, thoſe rare volumes 
from the Prince Eugene's library, and in 

what 
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what manner it may be done. Whatever 
may be ſaid to you my books are not numer- 
ous : I have not ſufficient for the uſe I make 
of them, and it is abſolutely neceſſary I 
ſhould have thoſe books which I have aſked 
you for ſo long, otherwiſe the project of my 


ſtudies will vanith into ſmoke. 


I ſhould like alſo that you could agree 
with your academy, to ſend me every year 
two ſuch copies as thoſe you ſent me the 
firſt year you were in Ruſſia, for I found the 
reading of them very inſtructive, and the 


truths which they contain of admirable ap- 
plication in practice. 


You, who are acquainted with the 
ſciences, and are a good philoſopher, will, 
I am perſuaded feel yourſelf convinced to a 
demonſtration of the good uſe which I draw 


from theſe ſtudies. I expect your anſwer 


with great impatience, to know what you 
have to ſay to me on the ſubject, and what 
horoſcope I am to expect. 


We have had here, my Lord Baltimore, 
and the young Agaroiti, both of them, men 
who, 


— — — — 
— — 
— — — —— _—_ 
. "— 
-» — — a — 
— — — 
— — — 


— —— ëx g 
— 


—— — — 


— — — 
— — 


—— —— — — 
— — —— 
— H — — 
— — — — 
— — 
- — —— 


—Uääũ ͤ .wub̃ — * 
— — — 


— 
— — 
>_< 


—— — — — ——— — — 


— — 


— —h— — 
— - 
— 
. wa 


——— SCRE” —— . ˖ ———— — 
* - 2 — — 


—— ²˙ R 
— 
2 


— — — — — ꝙ— 
— as 
— — 8 _ 


304 FAMILIAR CORRESPONDENCE 


who, by their knowledge, ought to con- 
ciliate the eſtzem and conſideration of all 
who know them. We have ſpoken much 
of you, of philoſophy, the ſciences and arts, 
and in ſhort of every thing which can be 
compriſed in the taſte of polite people. — 


Adieu, my dear friend ! you are well per- 
ſuaded of my friendthip, and that my ten- 
derneſs for you will finiſh but with life. 


FEDERICK, 


LE T- 


or FREDERICK THE SECOND 


L E TT ER LXXXV. 


Peterſburgh, October 10 1739. 


MY LORD, 


HE.news ſuddenly arrived of the peace 

concluded betwixt Ruſſia and the Porte, 
obliges the to diſpatch the under officer 
Pauli, without lofing a moment, and before 
the news ſhould be publiſhed ; and as it was 
not poſſible a veſſel ſhould depart on the in- 
ſtant, I have ſeut him away. by land. —He 
conducts to your Royal Highneſs, three 
Boſniaques, whom he thinks very fine men. 


They were the only Recruits it was poſſible 


to find in a hurry, 


I am, &e. 


U. F. de SUHM. 
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L ETF 1 EX LAXXXVL 


Ru pin, 14th October, 1739. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


O day I ſaw arrive, in the moſt gallant 
manner in the world, the Turkiſh peo- 


ple of whom you make me the firſt preſent. 


I thank you moſt ſincerly for them; I find 


myſelf obliged to enter into a diſcuſſion of 


the reaſons which prevented you from 
receiving ſo ſoon the under officer, who muſt 
be arrived before this, at S. Peterſburgh.— 
The poor fellow caught a violent fever, ac- 
companied with a ſpitting of blood, at 
Lubeck, which put a ſtop to his ſetting out 
ſo ſoon as he intended, and which probably 
will retard his voyage ſome months.—You 
are informed without doubt of the peace 
which 1s made; will not this facilitate the 
affair of the impreſſion which you have in 
hand? I beg you will give me your ſenti- 
ments on that ſubject. 


I ö I can- 
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I cannot ſufficiently thank you for the at- 
tentions which you have ſhewn me. I aſſure 
you that my heart keeps account of them, 
and that I wiſh for nothing ſo ardently as an 


opportunity to prove to you my gratitude, 


The news of the day is, that the King 

reads Molſt's philoſophy three hours a day, 
for which God be praiſed ! Thus then we 
are arrived at the triumph of reaſon ; and I 
hope that the bigots and their obſcure cabal 
will no more be able to oppreſs good ſenſe 
and reaſon. Would you have believed two 
years ago, that this phenomenon would 
have happened in our days? Thus you per- 
ceive we mult ſwear to nothing, and that 
the things which appear to us the moſt diſ- 
tant, are thoſe which arrive the ſooneſt. 
But what will this philoſopher ſay? For 
with all his rules of probability, I am ſure 
he never thought of what 1s juſt arrived. I 
will tell you yet more; Wolff is offered a 
penſion of a thouſand crowns, one of five 
hundred to his ſon, and one to his wife in 
caſe of widowhood. Theſe are things as 
new and aſtoniſhing, as they are, however, 
true, &c. 
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Peterſburgh, Nov. 6, 1739. 


MY LORD, 


T* precipitation with which ] have late- 

ly been obliged to diſpatch the under 
officer and the three Boſniaque Turks on ac- 
count of the news of peace having prevent- 
ed me from embracing that good opportu- 
nity of writing to your Royal Highneſs, I 
ſhall, with your permiſſion, indemnify my- 
ſelf to day. 


Many reaſons, my Lord, induce me to beg 
you would make uſe of Arabic characters for 
certain matters ſufficiently curious and in- 


tereſting in themſelves to merit ſuch care. 


I can write nothing poſitive as yet on a cer- 
tain ſubje& to your Royal Highneſs ; but 
you will recolle& what I made you hope 


for in the times of peace which I then pre- 


dicted. We ſhall now ſee, if I am a good 
prophet, to the end. - 


I be- 
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I begin again to hope that the affair of B. 
will ſucceed; nevertheleſs, I dare not pro- 


pheſy on this ſubject. 


To return to the Turks, I am very glad 
the firſt four are arrived ſafe, I hope the 
three which follow them will pleaſe your 

Royal Highneſs as much, 


The Perſian horſe, which the Duke of 
Courland ſends to your Royal Highneſs, will 
ſet out as ſoon as the weather permits. He 
will be conducted to Memel, and put under 
the care of the Governor Commandant, to 
whom your Royal Highneſs will be pleaſed 
to make known your intentions. 


If, on the one hand, I have been ſoftened 
and penetrated with gratitude by the gener- 
ous and tender attention of your Royal High- 
neſs in ſending me medicines ; on the other, 
I have been afflited and alarmed, by the 
deſcription of the terrible and dangerous 
cramps with which you have from time to 
time been attacked. Whatever confidence I 
may have in your counſels, my Lord, I 
I doubt, however, that the medicines which 

AY you. 
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you propoſe to me may notabe abſolutely 
proper for my diſorder, which is, as far as 
I can judge, of quite another nature, and 
of much leſs conſequence than yours. In 
the nam of God, my Lord, take all poſ- 
ſible care to preſerve your precious health! 
think of all thoſe who are intereſted therein! 
I cannot forbear my Lord, making you ac- 
quainted on this occaſion with the advice of 
a great phyſician on the regimen particularly 


proper for people who are ſubject to terrible 
cramps. ; 5 


I conſider ſaid he, the uſe, even the moſt 
moderate, of Champaigne wine, as one of 
the cauſes the moſt likely to promote cramps 
in the ſtomach. Louis XIV. who mult have 
been very ſubje& to that complaint in his 
youth, always abſtained from this wine with 
the greateſt care, and made uſe of Bur- 
gundy only, mixed with water. If your 
phyſician were on this ſubject, of the fame 
opinion, your Royal Highneſs would have 
the ſtrongeſt reaſons to prefer, to a wine 
which may be detrimental to your conſti- 
tution, another, which might be ſalutary. 
I dare flatter myſelf, my Lord, that you 

will 
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will deign to genfider the liberty I aſſume of 
rendering you attentive to your precious 
health, as one of the moſt evident proofs I 
can give, of the religious intereſt I take in 


your ſacred perſon. 


The cover of the letter which your Roy- 
al Highneſs has ſent me back, has rather 
the appearance of being handled, but per- 
haps it might have been myſelf who ſealed 
it badly. I found in it, by the hand of 
your Royal Highneſs, ſome cflays in verſe, 
which appeared deſtined to compoſe an eulo- 
gium on glory and virtue. I found you out 
immediately, my Lord; for in all your li- 
terary labours, it is as eaſy to diſcover you 
by the choice of the ſubjects, equally wor- 
thy of you and your pen, of which you 
propoſe to treat, as by the manner in which 
you treat them. 


The news which you give me of the phi- 
loſopher Wolf, and of the ſucceſs of his 
philoſophy, has not leſs aſtoniſhed than de- 
lighted me. In truth, my Lord, you may 
felicitate yourſelf on what has happened, as 
on a miracle, and rejoice at it as a work of 
X 4 your 
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your own. May this example make you ac- 
quainted with what your modeſty ſeems de»: 
firous of hiding from you; may it diſcover 
to you, I ſay, the influence which the ſu- 
periority of your happy genius will produce 
in the world! I thould certainly not hold 
this language, my Lord, to any Prince on 
earth except yourſelf, -or, if I'did not think 
with one of the ancients, that a wiſe. confi- 
dence in ourſelves, directed by a juſt know- 
ledge of our ſtrength, 1s not the mother of 
great actions. 


Accept, My Lord, &c. 
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LETTER LxxXXVI, 


Peterſourgh, November 28, 1739 · 
MY LORD, 


S the weather is become fine, and the 

roads are good, the Duke ſent yeſter- 
day to the riding ſchool the Perſian horſe, 
which he means to ſend to your Royal High- 
neſs. He is grey, very high for a Perſian, 
and of great beauty, The Duke having 
found him in good condition, told me, he 


would ſend him away to-morrow, that he 


ſhould give orders to have him conducted to 
Memel, and delivered into the hands of the 
Governor, wiſhing that he might arrive in 
as good condition as he was when I ſaw 
him.—As he will be more than a month on 
the road, your Royal Highneſs will have 
time ſufficient to give your orders to Monfieur 
de P Hopital,* as well reſpecting the horſe, 


as 


* Marquis Lieutenant General, Governor of Memel, and 
Nephew to the Count of Beauveau. 
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as the perſon who conducts him, if your 
Royal Highneſs has not already done it, by 
way of precaution. 


We are informed, that Monfieur de la 
Chetardie, has left Berlin, ſo that he may 
actually be in Courland. I ſhall be infinitely 
happy to ſee him, to inquire after your Roy- 
al Highneſs's health by a living witneſs, and 
to converſe with him about you: there is no 
pleaſure in the world which can equal what 
I feel, when employed about the amiable and 
worthy Prince, whole friendſhip and bene- 
volence, form the ſupreme happineſs of my 


life. 
U. F. de SUHM. 
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LETT E R EXXXVII. 


Berlin, 2d December, 1739. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


T is impoſſible to be more obliged to you, 
than I am for the fine recruits which 
you have juſt procured me.—T ſhould be 
glad to teſtify my gratitude to you. But I 
owe you ſo much, and this 1s only one of 


the leaſt objects on which my gratitude 


turns. 


We enjoy then at laſt, this peace ſo much 
expected and deſired. I wiſh, my dear 
Diaphane, that you may be in every thing 
a greater prophet + than Mabomet, Iſaiab, 
Daniel, and all the old Jews, whoſe dreams 

have 


+ This without doubt, ref] pects the hope which M. de Subm 


had given the Prince Royal in a preceeding letter, that he 


might, in caſe the peace ſhould take place, depend every 
year, on a loan of twenty thouſand crowns, which he would 
negociate for him in Ruſſia. 
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have made ſuch noiſe in the world, and 
given the torture to ſo many interpreters and 
commentators. 


The buſineſs of B. is abſolutely finiſhed, 
and I know ſo much of the affair, that I am 
ſure there 1s not the leaſt appearance of re- 


newing it. 


I beg you would acquaint the Duke of 
Courland how infinitely obliged to him I am, 
for his attention in ſending me a ſtallion.— 
I ſhould be happy to return him ſomething 
from hence, but it is neceſſary to know 
what he has not, and what would give him 
pleaſure. 


My health, for which you are ſo much 
concerned, 1s much better than it was. I 
begin to recover my ſtrength and vigour 
very faſt, and I hope to be totally freed from 
thoſe troubleſome indiſpoſitions which Thave 
ſuffered. I am very glad to hear that your 
complaints are not ſo dangerous as mine; it 
would be a conſolation to me, in my ſuffer- 
ings, to know I was the only one who had 

any 
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any danger to fear, and that 1 might be at 
peace on account of my friends. 


I ſend you this letter by a fafe and ſure 
way -I do not trouble myſelf about yout 
anſwers, as I am ſure you take care of their 
ſafety. This open ſeal* belonged to the 
letter which Catfow brought me; and I 
ſuſpected him of having had this curioſity, 
either for himſelf, or by ſuperior orders.— 
I have a bad cuſtom of beſmearing a great 
deal of paper when I compoſe, which is good 
for nothing. I with, however, it was the 
leaſt of my faults. I will ſend you next 
ſpring a. work+ which is actually printing, 
and at which J have worked all the autumn 
very aſſiduouſly. As it reſpects politics, it 
doubly belongs to you. 


Here is a queſtion in Algebra, which the 
amiable and learned Algarott; has ſent me, 
I cannot decypher it, but I think you will; 

if 
* Letter LXXVIII. 5 
+ The Prince ſpeaks with doubt of this work, called, 


% Anti Machiavel, ou Examen du Prince de Machiavel avec 
des notes hifteriques & politiques,” which appeared in 1740. 


— — —— od „%*·˙ 
. 2; * 
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if you undertake it, and give yourſelf fo 
much trouble; which I do not doubt, as it 
will render me a great ſervice, being in great 
want of the ſolution of this problem, for 
the calculation of fractions and infinite num- 


bers. 


1H .CY- THE RS 


I will write to the Empreſs as ſoon as 
you have ſent me the model of the letter 
with the titles. I muſt have twenty-four 
thouſand crowns a. year, (above five thou- 
ſand pounds.) If you can ſucceed, you ſhall 
take two thouſand of them every year ; let 
the buſineſs be concluded if poſſible by the 
month of April. 


T leave this to your prudence ; and I doubt 


not but you will conſult the De P1ſe's,* and 


the moſt expert in theſe matters, to ſee if 
you cannot write. me ſomething preciſe on 
this calculation. I even think that it will 
appear leſs difficult to you at preſent than at 


any other time. You who are guided by the 


lights of Wolf, will eafily penetrate into 
this little Algebraic abyſs; and I flatter my- 
ſelf 


4 Great Geometrician of the Academy of Peterſburgb. 
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ſelf that you will come off in a triumphal 
manner; for what 1s there which would be 
difficult for you, or what would ſtop you. 


Adieu, my dear Diaphane] be always 
equally amiable, faithful, and attached; 
remain the ſame all your life, and never 
doubt of the ſentiments of gratitude, friend- 


ſhip and eſteem, with which I am, yours 
without reſerve, 


FEDERICK. 


2 FAMILIAR. CORRESPONDENCE 


LET TE R LXXXIX 


Berlin, December 13th, 1739. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE;. 


Have had the pleaſure of receiving two 

of your letters at the ſame time, the one 
by the under officer who is juſt arrived, the 
other by the common way. I know not how 
ſufficiently to expreſs the obligations I am 
under to you, and which I will for ever 
preſerve; all I can do at preſent is to ac- 


knowledge them. 


I recolle&, in general, the ſubject of the 
letter which I wrote to you, in which was 
the Algebraic problem, which I doubt not 
but you have explained. As the peace is 
made with the Porte, I ſuppoſe your acade- 
my begins to print their memoirs ; if they 
are given by ſubſcription, write me word, 
that I may ſubſcribe, for I would have them 
annually. 


4 I ſhall 
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I ſhall write immediately to L' Hopital 
for the horſe, and every thing reſpecting his 
tranſport, in ſuch a manner that they will 
be ſatisfied; and as ſoon as the horſe ſhall 


arrive, I will thank the Duke for him my- 
ſelf. 


Receive, my dear Diapbane, the portrait 
which I ſend you to make you recolle& me; 
and be perſuaded, that no one can be with 
more eſteem than 


I am, 


Your very faithful Friend, 
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Peterſourgh, January 16, 1740. 
MY LORD, 


- 


Have received a letter with which your 

Royal Highneſs honoured me about the 
beginning of December, with a little Alge- 
braic problem; but whatever may be the 
good opinion you entertain of my {kill in 
this ſcience, this encouragement has not 
however yet been ſufficient to make me find 
the ſolution. I have, notwithſtanding, in 
full confidence thrown a few ideas on pa- 
per, which appeared to me to have ſome 
probability; but they muſt be verified; and 
it is that which employs me at preſent, and 
demands yet a little time. Your Royal High- 


neſs cannot be more impatient than I am, to 
ſee the ſucceſs of it. 


* 


In the mean time I have received a great 
conſolation in hearing, my Lord, that your 
health improves. May it pleaſe Heaven as 
; I you 
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you have ſo happily begun this new year, 
that you commence and finiſh an infinity of 
others, under the moſt happy auſpices, and 
that they may all without ceaſing fill up the 
_ ſummit of your wiſhes. 


I have ſignified to the Duke of Courland, 


how much your Royal Highneſs was oblig- 


ed by his attention, and he was delighted to 
find he had ſucceeded in what he deſired, 


that of giving you pleaſure, 


I am very impatient to receive the work 
which your Royal Highneſs has promiſed 
me for the next ſpring. It is very natural 
that the high opinion which I have conceiv- 
ed of the auguſt author ſhould prepoſſeſs 
me in favour of the work ; however, I will 
do my utmoſt to read it with impartiality, 
to the end, that the eulogium which I ſhal 
have to give it, may be leſs ſuſpicious. 


M. le Marquis de la Chetardie who has 
charmed me as much by the good news 
which he has brought me of your Royal 
Highneſs, as by his own merit, ſhewed me 
a paragraph 1 in a letter from the moſt amia- 

TS 2 ble 
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ble Prince he ſaid he ever knew. This pa- 
ragraph ſpoke of a certain friend, exiled to 
Peterſburgh, in terms the moſt proper to pe- 
netrate every ſenſible man, who felt the full 
value of ſuch a friendſhip, with the. moſt 
lively ſentiments of love and gratitude. I 
will not endeavour to expreſs, my Lord, 
what cannot be rendered by any expreſſion, 
the tender, the reſpectful ſentiments of my 
ſoul. I will ſay nothing of my emotion, 
my tranſports, the tears of joy and tender- 
neſs which flowed from my eyes; 1 feel my- 
ſelf too feeble to paint all this. Happily 
for me, the amiable and ſenfible bearer of 
this letter has taken upon himſelf to give a 
faithful account of them to your Royal 
Highneſs. 


Accept, my Lord, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 


LET. 
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Berlin, February 4th, 1740. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


I Embrace the opportunity of the Prince 
of Heſſe Hombourg's departure, to remind 


you of me, and to adviſe you, that in a ſhort 
time the epocha will arrive, when I ſhall 


ſummon you to perform promiſes. I hope 
you are always in the fame ſentiments in 
which I have known you, and that you 
have not forgotten the agreement made the 
night of our ſeparation. : 


Whilſt I wait for the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you again, I ſend you a ring with my 
portrait, which I beg you will never part 
with. 


Here is a letter for the Duke of Courland, 
to whom I beg you will make my compli- 
T4 ments. 
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ments. Tell La Chetardie that J aflure him, 
by three times three, of my friendſhip. 


I will write to you more poſitively when 

the time arrives.—lI flatter myſelf that you 
are always the ſame, begging you to belieye 
me with perfect eſteem, 


My dear D1arHANnEe, 
Your very faithful and 
Affectionate friend 
FED ERIC. 
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JJ 


' Peterſburg, March 229, 1740 


MY LORD, 


1 E Prince of Heſe Hambourg has remit- 

ted me the gracious letter your Royal 
Highneſs was pleaſed to honour me with. 
I had received a former one“ in conſequence 
of which I had deferred certain meaſures in 
the approaching expectation of the great Wi 
event which muſt render them ſuperfluous. 114 


I do not know, my Lord, whether, I 11 
ought to grieve or rejoice at the queſtion you 
demand in your laſt gracious letter, on the 
ſubject of my ſentiments towards your Roy- =_ | 


* By this letter of M. de Sahm it is eaſy to judge that one 
of the Prince's is wanting, in which, without doubt he has 
informed him of the condition of the King's health, who 
growing worſe and worſe, promiſed but a few days of life; 

and in which he inſinuates to him, as M. de Subm's anſwer 
clearly indicates, to break off, or defer certain meaſures rela- 
tive to the loan mentioned, and for which M. de Sabm had 
prepared the Empreſs. 
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al Highneſs; for if, on the one hand, I 
diſcover with tranſports of joy, the con- 
ſtancy of thoſe with which the moſt worthy 
Prince in the world deigns to honour me; 
ought I not, on the other, to be afflicted to 
the bottom of my ſoul, that this ſame Prince 
ſhould doubt of the conſtancy of mine.— 
But as I ought not undoubtedly, to regard 
this mode of expreſſion, but as a ſpeech full 
of delicacy and ſentiment, by which you 
were pleaſed to teſtify the conſtancy of your 
favours, I beg of you alſo, my Lord, to 
regard the incapacity in which I feel myſelf 
to expreſs to your Royal Highneſs all 1 
ought to anſwer on this ſubject, as the moſt 
ſincere and ſtrong aſſurance of the unaltera- 
ble ſentiments of reſpe& and devotion, which 
my heart has vowed to you, and which I 
deſire to prove by my ſervices to the laſt 
moment of my life; expecting with the 
warmeſt impatience, the epocha when I ſhall 
be recalled near to your perſon, never more 
to be ſeparated from it but by death. 


I have remitted, my Lord, your letter to 
the Duke of Courland, and he will return to 
me his anſwer. This attention of your 


4 Royal 
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Royal Highneſs has given him infinite plea- 

ſure. M. de la Chetardie will himſelf take 

notice to your Royal Highneſs how ſenfibly 

he felt the honour of being remembered by 
you, 


How ſhall I expreſs, my Lord, all the joy 
and gratitude with which I was penetrated 
by the adorable portrait of your Royal High- 
neſs. No, I do not recolle& that any thing 
in the world ever gave me fo true, ſo ſenſi- 
ble a pleaſure as this gracious teſtimony of 
your favour, In receiving it, I felt that no- 
thing was left me to deſire, but wings to 
convey me to the feet of your Royal High- 
neſs, to prove, by my reſpe& and ſubmiſ- 
ſion, the warm acknowledgements your 
kindneſs inſpires, and to perſuade you by 
the moſt ſacred proteſtations, that I will 
die with the moit tender and perfect at- 
tachment, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 


LET- 
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Berlin, April 3, 1740. 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


d letter has given me great fatisfac- 
tion, as it ſhews me the conſtancy of 
your ſentiments, of which indeed I believed 
I might flatter myſelf, but whoſe confirma- 
tion is, notwithſtanding, very agreeable to me. 
Wait yet, my dear Diaphane, another letter 
from me to act in conſequence of your en- 
gagements ; but in the mean time prepare 
every thing that the friendſhip I have for 
you may not languiſh. We are here ſure 
of the Crinomenon,* the queſtion now is reſ- 
pecting the Criterion* only. A little time will 
aſſertain 


Mietaphyſical terms; the ſenſe of which, alluding to 
the King's illneſs, appears to be this :>We are ſure of 


the «$4101, that is to ſay, of the judgement and deciſion of 


the phyſicians ; the queſtion now only reſpects the «#477749, that 
is to ſay, the evidence, the confirmation of the Doctor's 
deeiſions. . 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 331 


aſcertain the fact; you may continue the 


negociation, but defer its execution for ſome 
weeks. 


You may eaſily judge that I am ſufficently 
plagued in my preſent fituation—I have 
but little reſt, but the interior is at peace; 
and I can affure you, I was never more a 
philoſopher than on this occaſion. I look 
with an eye of indifference on every thing 
which is waiting for me, without either de- 
firing fortune, or tearing it; full of compaſ- 
ſion for thoſe who ſuffer, of eſteem for 
honeſt men, and of tenderneſs for my 
friends.—Y ou, whom I reckon amongſt the 
number of the laſt, will be pleaſed to be 
ſtill further aſſured, that you will find in 
me, all that Oręſtes ever found in Pylades; 
and that no one can have more eſteem and 


friendſhip for you, than 


Your folthful 


FEDERICK. 


LE T- 
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P eterfourgh, 20th May, 1740. 
MY LORD, 


18. gracious letter which it pleaſed 

your Royal Highneſs to honour me 
with the 13th of the laſt month, would 
have compleated my reſpectful attachment 


and admiration, if either had been ſuſcepti- 


ble of any augmentation.—O great man ! 
O worthy and virtuous Prince ! If you were 
not above all human praiſes, I would not 
quit this paper before I had written your 
eulogium, for my heart burns to praiſe you. 
What! the ſplendor of a throne, far 
from dazzling your eyes, exalts your virtue, 
and confirms your philoſophy ! What! the 
approaching expectation of a crown, ſo far 
from elating or cooling your heart, ſerves 
only to render it more calm, firm, compal- 
ſionate, and tender! What! the greateſt of 

Kings 
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Kings would become Pylades to his Oreftes ! 
O how is it poſſible to deſcribe the ſublimiy, 


the tenderneſs of ſuch ſentiments ! 


Since you command it, my Lord, I will 
endeavour to arrange my affairs inſtantly, 
and prepare for the enviable happineſs of be- 
longing but to you alone, &c. 


U. F. de SUHM. 
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L ET T ER Xe. 


Charlottenbourgh, June 14, 1740. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


OUR letter was not ſent according to 
its addrefs, for my fituation was chang- 
ed before it arrived. However, the exterior 
does not change the interior, and the title 
makes no alteration in my mode of think- 
ing. I can, therefore, at preſent, tell you 


with certainty, that it depends on you alone 


to belong to me, and that I expect your re- 
ſolution to know how, and on what footing 


it is to be. 


It would be a great conſolation to me, 
during the mourning of my father, to be in 
company with a friend whom I love and 
eſteem. 


Do 


9 
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Do what lies in your power to engage 
M. Euler,* the great Algebraiſt, and if you 
can bring him with you, I will give him 
a ſalary of a thouſand or twelve hundred 
crowns.+ 


* 


Make my excuſes to La Chetardie, for not 
having anſwered his letter; but I received 


it the day on which my misfortune hap- 
pened. 


I embrace you, my dear Diaphane, with 
all my heart, in the hope of ſeeing you ſoon, 


FEDERICK, 


* Leonard Euler. See the eulogium of this celebrated 
man, compoſed by N. Fuſs, his ſcholar, and inſerted in the 
Memoirs of the Academy of Berlin,—M. Euler really went 
to Berlin, but returned afterwards to Peter/burgh, where he 
died in 1785, blind and almoſt eighty years of age.— His 
family yet enjoys a great conſideration in Raſſa. 


+ He had at laſt ſeventeen hundred crowns ſalary. 
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Peterfourgh, Fune 15th, 1740. 
SIRE, 


HIS court has juſt heard at the fame 
time of the happy event of your 
MaJzsTyY's elevation to the Throne, and 
the inexpreſſible joy which your ſubjects 
ſhewed on the occaſion. —Both events, were 
here expected with the ſame certainty, which 
confirms the general opinion, that your 
Majeſty's brilliant reign will be the orna- 
ment of the hiſtory of our age. Having, 
more than any body, reaſon to be convinc- 
ed of the ſolidity of that ſweet hope, your 
Majeſty will permit me to join my ardent 
vows to thoſe of his faithful ſubjects, to 
with him the years of Neſtor ; to the end 
that many generations may rejoice in the 
happineſs which 1s going to be the lot of his 
ſubjects, under his glorious reign ; and may 
bleſs 
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bleſs heaven for that felicity which by his 
means they enjoy. 


Exultation as well as reſpect, prevents 
me from declaring to your Majeſty the ſen- 
timents this great revolution made me feel, 
but nothing can hinder me from teſtifying 
the confidence I have, that your Majeſty will 
deign, with the ſame goodneſs as the Prince 
Royal of Pruſſia, to accept the aſſurance of 
the perfect veneration, and unlimited devo- 


tion with which I made the vow to be for 
life, 


Sire, 
Your Majeſty's 
Submiſſive and faithful 
DIAPHANE. 
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C harlottenburch, June 27th, I 740s 
MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


J Was in hopes that amongſt the compli- 

ments which you pay me upon the re- 
cent alteration in my titles, there would be 
found a little word reſpecting yourſelf. But 
I ad the mortification to find nothing either 
on the ſubject of yourſelf or me, which I 
call intereſting. I beg you then, my dear 
Suhm, to write, and let me know if you 
are inclined to renounce the Miniſter, to 
lead the reflective life of a Sage—if you 
can find any thing in my company which 
may indemnify you for the loſs of politics. 

I expe&t impatiently your reſolution on 
the above; aſſuring you that I am, with 
the ſame eſteem and friendſhip, &c. 


FEDERIC. 


P.S. Aſk your Duke in my name, to 
whom he defires the money ſhould be paid. 

I am going into Pruſſia, your journey 
would be half made, if you could join me 
there. But I aſk, perhaps, more than you 
with, or can accord me. 
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Peterſburgh, Juby 25 1740. 
SIRE, 


Did not wait for the confirmation of his 
Majeſty's ſentiments, which he was pleaſ- 
ed to ſend me by his all gracious letter of the 
fourteenth of laſt month, to conform to 
the inſinuations of the Prince Royal of Pruſſia, 
by taking the moſt expeditious meaſures to 


accelerate the happineſs of ſeeing myſelf at 
his feet. 


Oh! I know too well, Sire, the bottom 
of your great ſoul, for the ſlighteſt doubt 
ever to enter into my mind, that the change 
of condition would produce the leaſt altera- 


tion in your manner of thinking. I wait 


with the moſt anxious impatience, the ſuc- 
ceſs of the ſteps 1 have taken ; fearing that 
the great diſtance and neceſſary formalities 
may make me yet languith a long while. 
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In this caſe, nothing leſs was neceſſary to 
ſupport my patience and ſtrength, than the 
gracious aſſurance which your Majeſty gives 
me, that you will look on me in future as 
belonging to yourſelf. For the manner how, 
or on what footing it is to be, I have abſo- 
lutely nothing to ſay. To me it ſuffices, to 
be yours, Sire; the reſt I have nothing to do 
with; too happy, and too content to know 
that a great King deigns to confirm the ſen- 
timents, as gracious as they are ineſtima- 
ble, with which he honoured me when 
Prince ; and to fee that he condeſcends to ac- 
cept my reſpectful and tender homage and to 
add faith and ſincerity to the deſire which I 
dared to teſtify, of finding myſelf again at 
his feet, and finiſhing my days in endeavour- 
ing to prove the zealous and reſpectful at- 
tachment with which I thall remain, to the 
laſt inſtant of my life, &c. 


W. F. de SUHM. 


LET- 
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LS. 3 T7 5 K MOIX; 


Traquenau in Prufia, Fuly 15, 17:0. 


MY DEAR DIAPHANE, 


1 May then, at preſent, look upon you as be- 

ing truly mine; charmed to poſſeſs you 
and to enjoy your amiable company. I will 
be your ſteward at Berlin; and in caſe I do 
not adjuſt your little affairs according to 
your wiſhes, it will depend on you only to 
ſay what 1s wanting. 


Bring Euler with you if you can. We Tl | 
will give him a penſion of a thouſand or 1 
twelve hundred crowns. As to the little ill if 
affair of three years, * I beg of you to learn my 

& 3 how 


* This little affair of three years, mentioned here, is no- 

thing elſe, according to the explanation, which is found in 

a letter of M. de Suhm's, than the loan of different ſums. 

which the King, when Prince Royal, had drawn from Ru/- 

ia, by M. de Suhm's means, during the three years which he 
had lived at Peter ſburgh. 
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how, and in what manner, I ſhall be able to 
diſcharge it. 


Adieu, my amiable Diaphane ! I feel al- 
ready the pleaſure of embracing you, and 
alluring you that 


I am, entirely yours, 


FEDERICK, 


LE T. 
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r 


Peterſourgh, Auzuſ? 3d, 1740. 
SIRE, 


HAT infinite thanks have I not to 
render your Majeſty, for having been 
pleaſed to give me ſuch full aſſurances of 
my happineſs by your laſt gracious letter; 
not being able to add any thing to the tender 
and reſpectful ſentiments with which I am 
penetrated, you have yourſelf filled up the 
meaſure of that joy and impatience which I 
feel to ſee myſelf at the feet of a maſter, 
who, from the beginning of his reign takes 
no ſtep which does not gain him the love of 
his people, and attract the admiration of all 


Europe. 


In anſwer to the letter by which I had 
requeſted to be recalled, and to have my 
diſmiſſion, and which the Duke of Courland 
was ſo obliging as to ſupport by his re- 

2 4 pre- 
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preſentations founded on my bad ſtate of 
health, which the climate of Ruſſia had 
much impaired, I have at laſt had the joy 
and inexpreſſible ſatis faction to receive, on 
Saturday laſt, a very gracious anſwer from 
the court of Dre//zz, containing my recall, 
in terms the moſt proper, to inform me of 
the entire ſatisfaction which it has of my 
paſt ſervices—It is with tranſports of joy, 
Sire, that I can acquaint you with this news, 
adding ther-to, that I ſhall immediately take 
my audience of leave, that J may without 
delay depart for J/ar/aw, where I muſt go 
to receive my diſmiſſion in form. After 
which, I ſhall with for nothing ſo much as 
to fly to the feet of your Majeity, to beg 
him to take poſſeſſion of me, and to give 
me in future, never ceaſing occaſions to 
prove the ſincerity of the tender and inviol- 
able attachment, and of the profound re- 


ſpect of his 
Faithful and devoted 
DIAPHANE. 


LET: 
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. 


Weſe!, Auguſt 31, 1740. 
MY DEAR DTA PHANE, 


1 Am highly delighted, to be able to ſay at 

laſt, that you are mine. I have wiſhed 
for this moment with great impatience, and 
I flatter myſelf you will have no reaſon to 
regret the ſtep you have juſt taken. 


I propoſe being at Berlin towards the end 
of September. I am very impatient to ſee 


you, but too much occupied with affairs to 
be able to neglect them. 


Maupertuts whom I have found here, 
follows me to remain at Berlin. ] hope that 
the union of ſo many clever ſenſible people, 
will not contribute a little to render the 
reſidence at Berlin agreeable. It will ap- 
pear very much ſo to me, when 1 ſhall have 


the pleaſure to embrace and aſſure you of my 
eſteem and friendſhip, Adieu, 


FEDERICK. 
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LL 5 7 * 5 & Ch 


Marſato, October 20, 1740. 


SIRE, 


T AM juſt arrived here by little journeys, 

on account of a terrible relapſe of my 
ordinary complaint, which ſeized me a few 
days before my departure from Peterſburgh, 
and was near depriving me of all hope of 
ever ſ{ceing your Majeſty. It has left me fo 
very weak, that it is not without riſk I have 
undertaken ſo long a journey. But nothing 
being capable to moderate my impatience, I 
have had recourſe to the ſweet and flatter- 
ing hope of ſeeing myſelf ſoon at your 
Majeſty's fect, to aſſiſt me in ſupporting 
patientiy, all the ſufferings and fatigues 
which I have had to bear during ſo long a 


patlage. 


My weaknefs not permitting me as yet, to 


preſent myſelf at court, I took the reſolution 
of 
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of writing to the King, who has moſt graci- 
ouſly excuſed it. Veſterday I fent my in- 
formation in writing, and wait only for my 
diſmiſſion, which will ſoon be diſpatched, 
to throw myſelf at your Majeſty's feet, as 
ſoon as my ſtrength will permit. My doc- 
tor, who orders nouriſhing broths, gives 
me hopes of ſoon recovering it. However, 
far from remarking any alteration for the 
better, it appears to me on the contrary, 
that my fituation grows worſe and worſe 
every day.—It muſt be a happy revolution, 
which can recover me from this trouble- 
ſome ſickneſs. The only conſolation left 
me in my ſufferings, is, to feel myſelf fo 
near to your Majeſty, and to ſee myſelf, if 
heaven ſhould think proper to prolong my 
life, the maſter of going immediately to lay 
it at your feet, and to conjure you to accept 
the offering, as the ſole homage capable of 
letting you know properly, the tender vene- 
ration and perfect devotion of your faithful 


DIAPHANE. 


LE T* 
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LB: T 


Iarſaw, Oflober 28, 1740. 
SIRE, 


TIE day before yeſterday, I received my 
diſmiſſion in the moſt gracious and ho- 
nourable terms, as it will pleaſe your Ma- 


jeſty to obſerve by the incloſed copy. 


Behold me then at laſt arrived at the ſum- 
mit of felicity, to the higheſt degree of hap- 
pineſs, which my terreſtrial wiſhes could 
ever have been able to aſpire ! It is alſo much 
above what the moſt lively and reſpectful 
ſentiment can expreſs to convey what I 
feel, in ſaying to myſelf, that to day I can 
proſtrate myſelf with all confidence at the 
foot of your Majeſty's throne, and offer him 
my life and blood as to my Maſter, my 
gracious Protector, my Friend, and my 


I King.— 


OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 349 


King.—And in this reſpect, my ſatisfaftion 
and joy are at their height.—But my afflic- 
tion is, to ſee my health in ſo weak a ſtate, 
that the phyſicians have decided I can- 
not abſolutely travel before I have recovered 
ſtrength. And I remark that for this pur- 


poſe it is not ſufficient to be confined to 
broths. 


In this melancholy fituation, which never 
could have happened more inconveniently, 
believe that a man of great fortitude might 
eaſily loſe his courage. But I ſhall ſupport 
myſelf to the latt, by the ſentiments of con- 


ſtancy and reſignation on which I have al- 


ways ſought to found the happineſs and tran- 
quillity of my life. — And it would be very 
ſhameful for me at the age to which I am 
arrived, if I could not bear teſtimony to 
myſelf, that I had not worked 1n vain. 


I flatter myſelf, however, that his Majeſty 
will deign by a line from his hand, to give 
me ſome conſolation in the ſolitude in which 
I am going to be abandoned here, becauſe, 
firſt of all, after the diet, the court will ſet 
out 
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out for Saxony, to eſtabliſh the vicarage,* 
and to regulate the other things neceſſary to 
be put in order after the death of the Em- 
peror. The warm intereſt which I take, 
Sire, in the ſplendour and felicity of a reign 
which you promiſe to your dear ſubjects, 
does not permit me to ſpeak of that event, 
without previouſly felicitating your Majeſty 
on theſe great conjunctures“ which will give 

YOu 


* By the ancient conſtitution of the Germanic body, dur- 


ing the interreguum which takes place after the death of the 


Emperor, and continues till the choice of his ſucceflor ; the 
functions of the Chict, of the Empire, are adminiſtered by two 
Electors, and it is this adminiſtration which is called the 
vicarage of the Empire. The one in queſtion is, that which 
took place after the death of Charles VI. deceaſed the 2oth 
of October 1740, the ſame year in which died, the Empreſs 
Anne, William I. King of Pruffa, and Pope Clement XIIth. 
By the ordinance of the Emperor Charles IVth, fo well known 
by the name of the Golden Bull, the Electors of Bavaria, 
and Saxony, were named for ever vicars of the Empire, in caſe 
of an interreguum. 


*The death of Charles VIth, the laſt Prince of the Houſe of 
Hadſbourg, threw the affairs, concerning the ſuccethon of the 
States of Auſtria, into a ſituation ſufficiently critical, to give 
leave to preſume a great revolution might take place all over 
Germany. The King of Pruſſa even on this occafion, found him- 

felt 
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you an opportunity of augmenting your 
glory, by endeavouring to promote the in- 


tereſt and happineſs of your ſtates. 


4 . 


Accept, Sire, &c. | 
U. F. de SUHM. _ 
| | 


ſelf in a ſituation to revive ſome pretenſions to a part of Silefia. 
Theſe are, without doubt, the conjunctures, at which M. de 


Sahm intimates, and the ſequel of events fully verified his 
conjectures. 


LE T- 
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L 5-0-1 © . 


'arſaw, November 3, 1740. 


SIRE, 


II is in vain I am yet flattered with hope; it 
is vain that the love of life, and the pow- 

er ful attractions, which the ſmiling per- 
ſpective opened before me yet added to it, 
{eek to nouriſh the illuſions of my heart by 
the ardour of its deſires: it 1s in vain, in 
one word, that I ſhould wiſh to hide it from 
myſelf; every hour, every inſtant makes 
me feel it more deeply, and warns me that 
the end of life approaches. Whatever defire 
I might have had to ſpare your Majeſty, the 
grief of this news, were it even poſſible 
that it ſhould never reach his ear, nor ever 
trouble for one inſtant the peace of his great 
and 
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and ſenſible heart, yet a duty too important 
and too ſacred is attached to it, to think of 
hiding it from him. 

Ves, Sire, it is but too certain! After 
many uſeleſs cares to prolong my days, I 
find myſelf at laſt on the brink of the grave. 
Alas! I am ſhipwrecked in the harbour. 
Heaven permits not you the time to exe- 
cute your benevolent defigns in my fa- 
vour. Without doubt the happineſs I was 
going to enjoy was too perfect to become 
my lot on earth, and it 15—yes, I hope it 
firmly, as a dying good Chriſtian, and with 
that tranquillity which the witneſs of a good 
conſcience inſpires—it is to make me parti- 
cipate it in another life, that the ſupreme 
Maſter of our deſtinies is going to with- 
draw me from this. 


Yet, a few days perhaps, a few hours, and 
J ſhall be no more! For this reaſon, Sire, I 
think it my duty, and am deſirous to write 
once more, that I may recommend to you 
my poor family, before death comes to freeze 
my blood and cloſe my eye - lids. I am con- 
A a vinced, 
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vinced, Sire, and I die tranquil in the firm 
aſſurance that you. will not abandon them, 
that your care of them will be equal to 
the friendſhip and gracious benevolence, 
with which you deigned to honour me from 
the moment I had the happineſs of being 
known to you. Thoſe whom I take the li- 
berty of recommending, are four children, 
three boys and one girl, with which Heaven 
has bleſſed me, and a fiſter whom I love, 
and who merits it, as much for her own 
perſonal worth, as for the true maternal 
cares ſhe has taken of my children ſince my 
widowhood. . I ſhould defire, Sire, that rhe 
ſame diſpoſition might ſubfiſt at Berlin after 
my death, by the ſupport and under the pro- 
tection of your Majeſty, and that my fiſter 
who fills up the place of mother to my 
children, might be treated by your Majeſty 
as if ſhe had been my widow, and that you 
would deign to put her in a ſituation to ſup- 
port the — of my family. 


It is ſufficient, without doubt, Sire, to 
have ſhewn to you the wiſhes of a paternal 
heart, to hope with confidence that they will 

he 
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be granted. And, indeed, I am, after this 
laſt and painful act of my trembling hands, 
as ſatisfied reſpecting the fate of my family, 
as I am reſpecting my own, in this awful 
moment, when J am going to remit my ſoul 
into the hands of that infinitely good Being 
by whom it exiſts, and who did not, with- 
out doubt, call it into exiſtence but for its 


felicity. 


Nothing now remains to do, but to de- 
tach my heart from the earth, to turn it to- 
wards the eternal ſource of all life and bleſ- 
ſedneſs—Ah! it is in this moment that I 
feel all the force of that ſweet affection 
which attaches me to the moſt amiable and 
the moſt virtuous of mortals, which the 
goodneſs of heaven made me meet on earth 
during the pilgrimage of my days. —Ah! it 
is in this moment, that I feel how much it 
coſts to break the chain. Nevertheleſs my 
fortitude will triumph over it, for a great 
and conſoling hope ſupports me; that un- 
ſhaken hope that every thing which was 
created to love, will one day enter into that 
inexhauſtible and eternal ſource of all love ! 


A a 2 The 
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The hour approaches ! I feel already that 
my ſtrength abandons me; we muſt part— 
Adieu! Yet one tear—it wets your feet! 
Oh! deign to regard it, Great King, as a 
pledge of the tender and unalterable attach- 
ment with which your faithful DrATHANE 
was devoted to you, even to his laſt ſigh. 


END OF THE CORRESPONDENCE. 
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NOTE or rug COMPILER, 


AND THE 


SUPPLEMENT 


To ferve as a Conclufion 10 the Hiſtory of that 
amicable Correſpondence e the GRAND 


FREDERIC kept up with the Piivy Coun- 
ſellor de Suhm. 


died the brave and worthy man we are 
juſt made acquainted with, by a correſpon- 
dence of five or fix years with a Prince, 
who already at this time, announced what 
he would one day become, a pattern jor the 
greateft Kings. Although M. de Suhm ſhould 
not be ſufficiently intereſting by his cloſe 
connections with one of the greateſt Princes 


whoever lived, by the praiſes which he receives 
from him in almoſt every letter, and by 


the intimate friendſhip with which this 
A a 3 Prince 


A Few days after the laſt letter was ſent, 
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Prince honoured him, for more than ten 
years, and even on the throne till his death; 
he ought without doubt to become fo, by 
the amiable impreſſion which he has left 
us of his character in his letters, and by 
the ſingularity of his fate, which, after 
having long nouriſhed him 'with the moſt 
ſweet and flattering hopes, brought him at 
laſt to the edge of the moſt ſmiling career 
of which it ſeemed to ſhew him the al- 
luring proſpect, only to drag him without 
pity from that idol of felicity which ſhe 
opened to his view—Nor is it without foun- 
dation that the ſenſible reader perceives a 
melting tenderneſs in his letters, when he 
deſcribes in ſuch lively and feeling colours 
the difficulties of his ſituation, and the ſen- 
timents of devotion and friendſhip, which 
we eaſily pardon, though carried even to the 
ardour of love, fora Prince ſo worthy of reſ- 
pect and adoration. Perhaps it is not ſaying 
too much in favour of M. de Subm, to pre- 
ſume that we may, on reading this Correſ- 
pondence, be intereſted as warmly for him, 
as we are accuſtomed to be, for an amiable 
and unhappy perſon in a ſentimental comedy 
or a novel. 


Although 
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Although our defign 1s not to enter here 
into any detail on the ſubject of M. de Subm, 
of whom we have already faid ſufficient in 

the preface to this correſpondence, to pre- 
pare us for the opinion we ought to have of 
him, and which is found fo amply confirm- 
ed in the courſe of theſe letters; we could 
not, however, refrain from making this re- 
mark enpaſſant, which ſeems proper to aug- 
ment the principal and predominant intereſt - 
in this correſpondence, and which 1s, that 
which is affixed to the letters of the Prince. 
For the more tender and cordial the letters of 
this adorable Prince are, the more ſatisfactory 
it muſt be to the reader, to find that the per 
ſon to whom they were addreſſed was amia- 
ble and interreſting ; the more agreeable it 
muſt be to him to remark, that this perſon 
was really worthy of thoſe affectionate ſen- 

timents with which they were filled, and 
that he fully juſtified by his merit, the eſ- 
teem and affection which ſo great a Prince 
had conceived for him, 


Nothing more remains at preſent but to 
ſatisfy the curioſity of the reader, who is 
without doubt, anxious to know what was 

Aa 4 the 


360 NOTE OF THE COMPILER 


the effect of that letter which M. de Fubm 
wrote to the King on his death bed, and in 
which he recommended to him his poor 
orphan family, with a confidence, which 
the tenderneſs of his own ſentiments, and 
the remembrance of ſo inany proofs of 
friendſhip with which the King had ho- 
noured him, could alone inſpire. Although 
we had not already from the commence- 
ment of theſe letters anticipated the reader 
on this ſubject, with the aſſurance that the 
King confirmed by the generous acts of 
his grace, the teſtimonies of friendſhip and 


gratitude, which he reiterated to M. de Subm, 


as we have ſeen; in almoſt every letter; the 


thought alone of the Great Frederic, joined 
to that affecting tenderneſs which every 
ſenſible heart muſt feel at the reading of this 
letter, as moving by the ſentiments of piety 
and reſignation of which it bears the im- 
preſſion, as for the melancholy and affecting 
idea naturally aſſociated with it, would be 
ſufficient without doubt previouſly to con- 
vince every reader of itſelf, that this Great 
Monarch, after all the teſtimonies of affec- 
tion which he had given to his deceaſed 
friend, could not but juſtify them, by ful- 


filling 
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filling his requeſt. What we have to ſay is 
then only to inſtruct the reader of the 
particulars which he might deſire to know. 


Immediately after the death of M. de 
Subm, the King wrote to the ſiſter of the | 
decealed, Mademoiſelle Hedwige de Subm, a — 
letter, as obliging and couſoling for her, as 
it was affecting by the expreſſions of poig- | 
nant grief and tender regret, which he felt 
for the loſs of his dear Diaphane. It is much 
to be regretted that this letter was not pre- 
ſerved, as it might have been looked upon 
as the ſeal to all the others, and as the aſ- 
ſured pledge of the fincerity of thoſe ſenti- 
ations which the King had teſtified for M. 
de Subm during his life.— This ſame letter 
contained alſo the moſt gracious aſſurances 
of the King's good will towards the fiſter 
and children of M. de Suhm, the promiſe 
of his intereſt during his life, and the 
detail of the meaſures which he had taken 
for the performance of the laſt wiſhes of 
his deceaſed friend. He called Mademoiſelle 
de Suhm to Berlin, to continue and finiſh 
there under his eyes, the education of | 
his pupils, aſſiguing to her a penſion of i 
. eighteen 
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eighteen hundred crowns, of which ſix hun- 
dred were affured to her for her natural life; 
the other twelve hundred were to be employ- 
ed in the education of the four children, 
three hundred to each, with a promiſe that 
they ſhould enjoy it till an handſome eſta- 
bliſhment put them in a condition to do 
without it. It was on theſe gracious aſſu- 
rances that Mademoiſelle de Subm went to 
Berlin with the family of her deceaſed bro- 
ther. During the whole time the childrens 
education continued, the King perſonally in- 
tereſted himſelf therein. As ſoon as the 
three ſons arrived at the age of entering into 
the ſervice, he placed them all as Enſigns 
in his troops; leaving them the penſion of 
three hundred crowns till they reached the 
rank of Captain. He did not intereſt him- 
ſelf leſs in the eſtabliſhment of the daugh- 


ter, who married in the courſe of time, 


Colonel Keith ; after having enjoyed till her 


marriage the penſion he had affured to her. 
As to Mademoiſelle de Suhm, ſhe lived near 
thirty years at Berlin, enjoying to the end 
of her days, the penſion of ſix hundred 
crowns which had been promiſed her, be- 

4 | ſides 
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fides many other precious teſtimonies of the 
King's benevolence and good graces. 


The detail of the numberleſs good acts 
which the King continued to this family, 
we may fay even to the end of his life, would 
lead us too far ſhould we enter into them, 
and would not intereſt the reader, who muſt 
look upon them as ſuperfluous, after what he 
has been acquainted with. We will confine 
ourſelves then to the following trait, which 
conducts us naturally to the explication, 
which this little ſupplement requires. 


The eldeſt ſon of the deceaſed Privy Coun- 
ſeller de Subm, the Kings friend, Erneft Ulric 
Pierri de Subm, had already ſerved with ho- 
nour for ſome years in his Majeſty's troops, 
and was arrived at the rank of Lieutenant, 
when the fire of a ſeven years war was kin» 
dled— The young officer covetous of glory, 
ſerved in this quality the firſt campaigns of 
the war, waiting only for the opportunity 
of diſtinguiſhing himſelf.— One preſented 
itſelf at laſt, the ſignal for the Battle of 
Prague was given the 6th of May 1757. 
The young de Subm aſſiſted at it, and glowed 
| to 
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to ſhew his courage ; but ſcarcely had he 
given the firſt proofs, when a cannon ſhot 
carried away his leg, diſarmed him, and 
for ever rendered uſcleſs the noble fire of his 
valour.—Secing himſelf by this accident 
put out cf a condition to follow his carreer, 
he demanded his diſmiſſion as an invalid. 
The King informed of his misfortune, ſeut 
immediately to offer him two places equally 


' advantageous, the one Director of the Aca- 


demy at Liegnitz, the other Poſtmaſter at 
Deſſau, and at the ſame time Bt honoured 
him with the title of Counſellor of war. 
The troubles of war, and the yet critical 
ſituation of affairs in Sefa, which was the 
theatre of it, made Monſ. de Suhm deſire a 
more ſure and tranquil refidence, he ac- 
cepted the place of Poſtmaſter at Deſſau, 
the duty of which he has done himſelf near 
twenty-five years, during which time he has 
made himſelf beloved and reſpected by all 
the world, as much by his probity and up- 
rightneſs, as by his beneficence, and exem- 
plary manners.—Having reached, notwith- 
ſtanding the infirmities, and frequent in- 


diſpoſitions to which he was ſubject, by the 


| loſs of a leg and thigh, to the age of fixty- 
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two years, he fell at laſt into a languiſhing diſ- 
temper, which announced his approaching 
end, he determined to write to the King a 
few days before his death, to recommend to 
his care his three ſons, who were already 
placed in his troops.—It is this letter of 
M. de Suhm's and that of his widow, which 
followed ſoon after, which occaſioned the 
two letters of the King, which are here an- 
nexed as a laſt monument of fidelity with 
which this great Monarch fulfilled the en - 
gagements he had promiſed, towards the 
family of his friend, and as the laſt teſti- 


mony of that benevolence which he pre» 


ſerved to his children to the very end of his 
life. 


LE T- 
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Deſſau, May 12th, 1786. 


EELING the end of my life approach, 

I come to throw myſelf at the feet of 
your Majeſty, to beg of him a laſt favour. 
Deign to hear favourably the prayer which, 
with a feeble voice, I dare to raiſe even unto 
you.—The three ſons with which Heaven 
has blefſed me, are entered ſucceſſively with- 
in theſe two years into your Majeſty's ſer- 
vice.—They are yet enſigns, the eldeſt in 
Erlach's regiment, the ſecond in Beloww's, 
and the third a ſupernumerary in the regi- 
ment of the deceaſed Prince Leopold de 
Brunſwick. Before I detach my heart from 
the affections of a father, I would ac- 
quit myſelf of the laſt duties which nature 
impoſed upon that character; I come to im- 
plore your bounty in their behalf—Ah ! let 
your great heart be ſoftened at the requeſt of a 
dying father, yet uneaſy about their fate! 
Let me take with me to the grave the ſweet 
con- 
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conſolation of having contributed to their 
happineſs to my laſt ſigh ! Deign, Great 
Monarch, to think of them when occaſion 
offers. Favour them as much as juſtice, con- 
ciliated with your Royal goodneſs, can per- 
mit. Deign to recommend them to their 
ſuperiors, to the end that they may exhort 
them to march in the road of honour and 
virtue—In a word, if the recollection of a 
name which formerly was dear to you, can 


bean excuſe for ſuch boldneſs, permit, Great 


King, that I may place them in your pater- 
nal hands, to conſole them for thoſe they 
are going to lole. 
Deign, Sire, to grant my humble prayer, 
and to give me a conſoling aſſurance, before, 
if it be poſſible, that the Almighty may find 
it right to withdraw me from this world. 
This laſt good action of the greateſt King, 
will fill my foul in death with the ſweeteſt 
peace, and I ſhall carry to the feet of the 


Moſt High, the vows of my eternal grati- 
tude. 


Sire, I deſcend into the grave with the 
ſentiments of veneration, gratitude and reſ- 
pect, of the moſt ſubmiſſive and moſt faith- 
ful ſubject, 

U. E. P. de SUHM. 
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To my Counſellor of Par, and Poſtmaſter 


DE SUHM, at Deſſau. 


T is not without the greateſt anxiety 
I learn by your letter of the 12th, that 


you draw near to your latter end. The 


name of Subm 1s really dear to me. I have 


known ſome of that family who diſtinguiſn- 
ed themſelves by their merit, and conciliat- 


ed my eſteem. Your father and yourſelf, 


were of the number, and your ſons ſhall 
equally partake of my friendſhip, if they 


_ 


follow the fame ſteps, and imitate both 
your examples. am very glad to give you 
this couſoling teſtimony before you quit the 
theatre of this world, where you have ated 


the part of a perfectly honeſt man, which is 


the moſt glorious for mortals to bear. Upon 
this, I pray God, that he may re-eſtabliſh 
you once more, and take you under his holy 
and worthy protection. 


FEDERICK. 
| Potſdam, May 166, 1786. | 
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T he following Leiter was <written on the Recep- 


tion of the precedin g. 


SIRE, 


A Mournful widow throws herſelf at your 
feet, do not diſdain to look upon her 
with an eye of goodneſs. The Almighty 
has thought proper to take from the world 
this morning the 18th of May, U. E. P. de 
Subm, my huſband, who, by the favour of 
Heaven and your Majeſty, ſerved twenty- 
five years the office of Poſtmaſter at Deſſau. 
Some days before his death he addreſſed a 
letter to your Majeſty, to recommend our 
three children, and to beſeech you to take 
them under your powerful protection. If the 
tears of a diſconſolate widow, can add any 
weight to the laſt wiſhes of a dying fa- 
ther, permit, Sire, that I bathe your feet, 
and that I may join my ardent prayer to 


his. 


B b Living 
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To my Counſellor of War, and Poſtmaſter 


DE SUHM, at Deſſau. 


T is not without the greateſt anxiety 
I learn by your letter of the 12th, that 


you draw near to your latter end. The 
name of Subm is really dear to me. I have 


known ſome of that family who diſtinguiſn- 
ed themſelves by their merit, and conciliat- 


ed my eſteem. Your father and yourſelf, 


were of the number, and your ſons ſhall 
equally partake of my friendſhip, if they 
follow the ſame ſteps, and imitate both 
your examples.—l am very glad to give you 
this couſoling teſtimony before you quit the 


theatre of this world, where you have acted 
the part of a perfectly honeſt man, which is 


the moſt glorious for mortals to bear. Upon 
this, I pray God, that he may re-eſtabliſh 
you once more, and take you under his holy 
and worthy protection. 


FEDERICK. 
P lun, May 101, 1785. 
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T he following Letter was cvritten on the Recep- 
tion of the preceding. 


SIRE, 


A Mournful widow throws herſelf at your 

feet, do not diſdain to look upon her 
with an eye of goodneſs. The Almighty 
has thought proper to take from the world 
this morning the 18th of May, U. E. P. de 
Subm, ray huſband, who, by the favour of 
Heaven and your Majeſty, ſerved twenty- 
five years the office of Poſtmaſter at Deſſau. 
Some days before his death he addreſſed a 
letter to your Majeſty, to recommend our 
three children, and to beſeech you to take 
them under your powerful protection. If the 
tears of a diſconſolate widow, can add any 
weight to the laſt wiſhes of a dying fa- 
ther, permit, Sire, that I bathe your feet, 
and that I may join my ardent prayer to 


his. 


B b Living 
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Living in the ſweet hope that your Ma- 
jeſty will grant our common prayer, I ſhall 
die, Sire, with the ſentiments of the moſt 


profound reſpect, and the moſt lively gra- 


titude, 


Your moſt ſubmiffive and 
reſpectful Servant, 
De SUHM, WVichu,, 
Bora de Bonafous, 


EE 


AND THE SUPPLEMENT. 371 


To the Widow de Suh. 


HE news of your huſband's death, 

the Poſtmaſter at Deſſau, has given 
me great uneaſineſs. The laſt letter I ad- 
dreſſed to him, but a little while ago, on 
his death bed, has already prepoſſeſſed you, 
that I eſteemed him for his merit, as well 
as for the ſervices he had rendered me, both 
military and civil, for which I fincerely 
lament his loſs. Your ſons if they follow 
the traces of their father, ſhall have, in 
time and place, a ſhare of my good will 
and protection. And for you, I wiſh you 
every neceſſary conſolation in your juſt grief; 
praying God, for that reaſon, that he will 
take you under his holy and worthy protec- 
tion. 


FE DE RICE. 


Derlin, May 2rit, 1785. 


THEE E . 


